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PREFACE. 



It Is tiie object of the little book now offered to the 
Public, to give in a popalat form a few arclueolc^cal 
tm^ relating to this country, which, it is hoped, 
maj tend to«foster a love of our national antiqaities 
among those who are less likeljr to be attracted by 
dry dissertations. It is the resnlt of various pleasant 
excursions in difierent parts of England, alone or in 
company with several friends of congenial tastes, whose 
society gave them an additional charm for me, which 
I would gladly, if I could, communicate to my readers. 
I have in most cases selected localities remarkable for 
monuments that are at the same time of great 
interest themselves and give an opportunity of 
embodying certain portions of antiquarian knowledge 
not generally possessed by those who are not professed 
antiquaries, or at least very generally misunderstood. 
In the present volume, the monuments to which I 
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have chosen to conduct my readers belong chiefly to 
the Roman or to the British or Early Saxon periods. 
This, I must state, is partly the result of accident, 
though I have perhaps also been led to the selection 
by the circumstance that many of these monuments 
are very little known in comparison to their extra- 
ordinary interest, and that they afford more room for 
giving popular instruction, and for correcting preju- 
dices and mistakes, than those of a later period. If I 
succeed in this object, I shall feel satisfied that my 
" Wanderings " have been useful to others as well as 
agreeable to the writer, 
■ I will only add that these sketches have been 
written at leisure moments during the last two years, 
and that, in one or two instances, circumstances con- 
nected with particular localities described in them 
have undergone some change during that period, 
which it is hardly necessary to specify. Thus, I am 
informed that the " Freehold Land Society," of which 
I have spoken at the close of Chapter III. as then in 
possession of an important portion of the site of ancient 
Vemlamium, has since resold that property, but 1 am 
Dot at present aware of its probable destination. Again, 



when Chapter VI. was written, I was only able to 
speak of the paper by the ABtronomei' Royal on the 
place of Caesar's landing in Britain from having beard 
it read in the crowded room of a society, and theretore 
imperfectly ; it has since been printed in the Arcbaeo- 
logia, and, although my opinion that the views of its 
author are erroneous remains unchanged, I confess 
that it deserves a more extended examination than I 
have been here able to give to it. 

It is right to state that the greater part of this 
volume first appeared in a series of papers under the 
same title in the Gentleman's Magazine. 

THOMAS WRIGHT. 



BrompUm, December, 1853. 
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WANDERINGS OF AN ANTIQUARY. 



THE ROMAtI mON DISTSICT OF THE FOREST OF DEAN AND ITS 
NEiaUBOUBHOOD. 

Ai.T. visitors are o^eeA that Roea is a pretty and an 
interesting town. Although it cannot be sfud to possess, 
as a town, any very Temarkable featiire, yet there is 
enough in it to attract and please ; and, without any great 
claims in the scenery immediately Burrounding it, its pro- 
spects are sufficiently picturesque and beautiful to engage 
the traveller. Yet Koss derives its chief interest from the 
circumstance that it is the centre of a district which, 
remarkable for the extreme beauty of its scenery, is at the 
same time filled with monuments of the old time, and rich 
in historical reminiscences and traditions. Not more than 
three miles to the south-eastward, under the commanding 
heights of Penyard, is traced the site of the Roman city of 



iS 
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OF AN ANTIQUABT. 

Ariconium. At a short distance south from Eoss the tra- 
veller enters upon the elevated wood]ands of the Forest of 
Dean. Eastward and northward a rich and varied country 
is filled with early churches, old manor houses, camps, and 
tumuJi, and other traces of the ancient peoples who have 
occupied the land. But the most beautiful and interesting 
excursion from Eoas is that which carries the visitor down 
the Wye to Monmouth, and which may be made either by 
the river or by the road. 

At less than a mile from Ross the Wy& is crossed by 
Wilton Bridge, a good structure of the reign of Elizabeth, 
curious chiefly for the manner in which the stones of the 
arches are made to lock into one another. Close above the 
bridge, on the opposite bank of the river, stand, almost 
buried in trees, the ruins of Wilton Castle, the ancient 
baronial seat of the Lords Grey de Wilton. Wilton 
upon Wye is in the parish of Bridstow, the httle church 
of which possesses several points of interest for the eccle- 
siastical antiquary; while from the ascent of the Hereford 
road the traveller will obtain one of the best near views 
of the town of Ross, backed by the hill of Penyard. The 
road to Monmouth turns oiF to the left at the turnpike 
before he ascends the rise of the Hereford road. 

For more than a mile the road to Monmouth is uninter- 
esting. It then rises a little and opens to the river, and 
we obtain in that direction a varying landscape, the chief 
feature of which is the winding course of the Wye. Look- 
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GOODRICH COURT. i> 

ing back, Ross, known by its pointed apire and by its 
whit« square hotel (not a very pleasing object in the land- 
scape), and Wilton bridge, an: seen in the distimce. A 
little further we begin to ascend more elevated groiind, and 
when we reach a place called Pencraig the view which 
presents itself to us is exceedingly fine. To the left the 
spire of Boss arises in the midst of the woods and hills that 
surround it ; below the river winds its way through a 
beautitnl valley, which has not yet closed in upon it as it 
does a little Airther down, while to the right the high 
promontory which overlooks it is crowned with the noble 
ruins of Goodrich Castle. Continuing our way flrom Pen- 
craig, we shortly afterwards turn off into the grounds of 
Goodrich Court, celebrated for the museum of ancient 
armour and other antiquities collected there by the late 
Sir Samuel Bush Meyrick. The museum, especially its 
collection of carvings in ivory, bequeathed to Sir Samuel 
by the late Mr. Douce, is well worthy of the careftil 
examination of the visitor. The house itself is a modem 
castle, built in not very good imitation of several styles, of 
which it would be difficult to point out any examples in 
the surrounding country, and presenting somewhat the 
appearance of a large wooden toy ; it is beautiiuLy situated 
with charming views over the vaUey of the Wye, but the 
building itself is in extremely bad taste, and this is felt the 
more irom the contrast with the fine ruins which present 
themselves on the summit of the adjoining hill. Tlie latter 
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4 WANDERINGS OF AH ANTIQUAKY. 

are exceedingly interesting, and deserve to be careiully 
examined for their architectural peculiarities. Goodrich 
Castle was originally buUt Ln the later period of the Saxon 
monarchy ; but the present remains are Normaa, with the 
addition of works of the Edwardian period, fiually repaired 
and adorned in the fifteenth century. Among its peculi- 
arities is the atngular prevalence of triangular heads for 
arches. 

The view from Goodrich Castle is superior to any which 
has hitherto presented itself; and the prospect of the castle 
from the river below is equally remarkable for iM pic- 
turesque grandeur. The wanderer in search of antiquities 
may visit the remains of Flaneeford Priory, which once 
stood there under the protection of the castle above, and 
the last remnant of which now serves the humble purposes 
of a barn. 

After leaving Goodrich Castle, the road again turns off 
from the river, or rather the river turns off from the road, 
and, as the latter crosses over the high ridge behind, it 
furnishes a series of extensive views of a different descrip- 
tion, bounded in the distance by the mountains of Wales. 
Hence descending to Old Forge, we again come upon the 
river amid some of the finest of the Wye scenery, at 
Huntisham Hill, on the opposite side of the Wye, which is 
covered with large detached blocks of stone, and presents a 
very remarkable appearance. While we have thus been 
following the road to Monmouth, the river itself has made 
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a long sweep of serer&l miles, winding between lofty hills, 
sometimes rising gradually and covered with thick hanging 
woods, and at others breaking ioto rocky precipices. 
Towards the south may be seen glimpses of the wild 
country of the Forest of Dean. Further on, the river 
passes beneath the narrow precipitous rock of Symond's Yat 
(t. e. Gate), and then discloses a new aeries of magnificent 
views, till it reaches the wild scenery of the New Weir, 
where the stream, confined in its channel, becomes 
extremely rapid. Prom Whitchurch the road we have 
been pursuing runs again from the river behind two hills 
called the Great and Little I>owards, till we come once 
more in sight of the ^ye, and our road then continues 
in a course almost parallel to its banks, under wooded 
heights on the right, and on the left with fine views 
over the river in one direction through the valley in which 
it winds its course under the Dowards, and in the other 
through masses of wooded hills which skirt its banks, until 
it approaches Monmouth. 

It would not be easy to point out a more beautiful situ- 
ation for a town than that of Monmouth. It stands at a 
bend of the river Wye, where it is joined by the Monnow, 
in a fertile valley surrounded by high hills, which looks, 
from the road up the Kymin, like a green carpet raised up 
at numerous comers, with the town in the bottom. Mon- 
mouth is believed by antiquaries to stand on or near the 
site of the ancient Blestium, a town of the Bomans which 
b3 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



t> WAKDERIKG3 OF AN ANTiquiRY. 

occupied the borders of the great Roman iron-works of the 
Forest of Dean ; and the ordinary traveller, as he treads 
the route which we have been following, and dwells on itB 
picturesque beauties, little thinks that some fifteen centu- 
ries ago many of the bright cornfields aod thick leafy 
copses which now arrest his eye were represented by bare 
hills covered with immense heaps of black cinders — in fact 
the Dudley and Birmingham of Roman Britain. 

It was this circumstance which particularly attracted 
our attention in a recent visit to this beautiful district, and 
when we had reached Monmouth, instead of continuing on 
the beaten track of what is called " the Wye tour," we pre- 
pared for an excursion to the most interesting part of the 
Homan iron district, the neighbourhood of Coleford. The 
carriage of a friend carried us over the Wye bridge, and we 
pursued the road which winds through the thick mass of 
oak and hazel, mixed here and there with birch and moan- 
tain ash and other trees, and adorned in variegated coloiirs 
with a multitude of ferns and wild-flowera, which clothe the 
side of the Kymin mountain. Behind us the view stretched 
over the vale of Monmouth, and before us was at first the 
scenery of the banks of the Wye through which we had 
previously passed, and, as we advanced fiirther, the Buck- 
stone and other hills, their sides covered with masses of 
hanging woods unequalled on this side the Appenines. 
We soon turned the head of a deep ravine, and the road 
began to ascend still higher up to the side of the Buck- 
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THE BUCKSTONE. 7 

Stone itself. This lolly hiU takes its name from one of 
those remarkable objects called rocking-stanes, which 
stands within the wood at the top. With another of our 
party, I left the carriage about half way up the hill, and, 
assisted with those weapons which neither antiquary nor 
geologist should be without on such occasions, we forced 
our way upwards through the closely matted underwood, 
with considerable labour and time, halting from time to 
time to admire a wild flower or regale ourselves with the 
ripe bilberries with which the ground was covered. At 
last we reached the summit, and found ourselves at the 
verge of the wood, on open ground, scattered with fern and 
tiiTze bushes, and covered with wild thyme and large 
patches of purple heath, then in full bloom, lliis open 
ground sloped towards Gloucestershire, and afforded a 
magnificent view over the series of wooded hills which 
form the Forest of Dean. We had, however, missed the 
Buckstone, and we had to follow the edge of the wood, and 
thence force our way into it again, before we reached the 
object of our search. 

If 1 could bring myself to beUeve that masses of rock 
like this were so placed by the hands of ancient Druids, I 
shoiUd conclude that never was a grander spot chosen for 
the performance of their superstitious worship than that 
occupied by the Buckstene. It stands near the top of the 
hill, in a smail open space, so that it is visible from a 
distance, with a magnificent amphitheatre of lofty hills, 
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8 WANDEBINGS OF AN ANTIQUARY. 

generally coyered with wood, around, and the deep valley 
of the Wye hundreds of feet below. But the geologists 
have taught me, and my own obserrationa have certainly 
led me to believe them, that we owe the rocking-stones to 
natural causes, and that they are not artificial. Our ex- 
cursion up the Eymin affiirded us a practical confirmation 
of this. In the midat of the wood we observed here ana 
there numerous masees of the same stone, going through 
the process of being made into rocking-Btonea. The rock 
itself ranges through moat of the hills from Penyard 
hither, and is that which is known as the old red conglo- 
merate, composed of quartz pebbles in a sandy matrix, 
very unequally hardened, so that, under the influence of 
the weather, it disintegrates into lai^e irregular shaped 
blocks, such as are seen on the sides of Huntisham Hill, 
mentioned before, and are of frequent occurrence in other 
places. We met with more than one example where a 
little more clearing with some accidental circumstances 
would have produced as perfect a rocking- stone as the 
Backstone itself. The latter consists of a mass of rock of 
a pyramidal form, nearly sixty feet in circumference, sup- 
ported on its apex. The point on which it rests is about 
three feet round. Fosbroke tell us, in his " Wye Tout," 
that he thought upon trial he " could just perceive it 
move." It did not appear to me capable of doing so. I 
remained long enough to make a hasty sketch of it, from 
which the accompanying engraving is taken, and then we 
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THE SCOWLES. 9 

crosaed the open heath and deaceaded od the other side 
of the mountain to the picturesque village of Staunton, 
where we rejoined our friends, who had proceeded thither 
in the carriage hj the road round the margin of the 
Buckstone hill. 

We were now in Gloucestershire, within the limits of the 
Forest of Dean, and a little more than two miles would have 
brought us to the small towa of Coleford. Instead, however, 
of proceeding thither, we turned off along a bye-road to an 
old farm-house called the Scowles farm. This place, 
which also stands on high ground, receives it« name from 
the niunerous remains of Roman iron-mines around it, 
which are known by the popular appellation of the 
Scowles; a name which I cannot explain. The ground 
occupied by &e mines or Scowles, having, from its un- 
evenness, been left uncultivated, is always covered with 
thick copses, and it is necessary to be careful in entering 
them, lest we fall unawares into the entrances to the 
ancient mines. These entrances are formed as follows. 
A large round pit or hollow in the earth— one we entered 
was from twenty to thirty feet in diameter and about 
twenty feet in depth — was sunt till the miners arrived at 
a vein of the iron ore, which they then worked into the 
earth as far aa they could follow it. As they now remain, 
we find at the bottom of the pit just mentioned, on one 
side, an aperture resembling the entrance to a large low 
oven. Into this we entered a few feet in the dark — we 
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10 WANDERINGS OF AN ANTiqUABT. 

unfortunately had eo lights — and then finding it somewhat 
clogged up with the accumulation of earth at the mouth, 
and conBidering it not \ery safe to pass further, we con- 
tented ouraelyes with throwing a etone, which we could 
distinctly hear rolling down for some seconds, so that it 
was evidently deep. The cottagers in the neighbourhood 
told us that some of these mines went two or three 
hundred feet imder ground, and that they descended into 
them with lanterns, and obtained very pure water at the 
bottom. 

The ore, or, as the workmen call it, mine, found here is of 
fibrous appearance, so rich in metal that it sometimes 
looks almost like pure iron, and it is still picked up so 
abundantly about the old Roman mines, that it is found 
everywhere built into the rough walls surrounding the 
cottage gardens. The antiquity of these mines is proved 
by the circumstance that Roman coins and pottery have 
frequently been picked up about them. Indeed we find 
these proofs of Roman occupation thickly scattered over 
this district. Some four or five years ago, workmen 
employed in raising blocks of sUicious grit stone irom an 
edge of rock in a small oak copse called Perry Grove, 
about a mile from Coleford, discovered in the cavity of a 
rock three earthen vessels containing upwards of three 
thousand Roman brass coins. 

On the ground between this place and the Wye we 
still find immense quantities of iron scorife or cinders from 
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A BOHAH ROAD. 1 1 

the EomMi ■works. On leaving the Soowles we drove 
along tlie v&y to Bedbrook. The road descended between 
hills, now clad in woods, but which also were covered with 
a deep layer of Koman cinders. Some of theae are known 
by names which indicate their former condition, such as 
Forge Wood and Old Hill. In the valley between these hiUs 
a small but rapid stream descends, by the side of which our 
road lay. At one point of this stream, an ingenious 
speculator has taken advantage of it to erect a machine, of 
a very simple construction, which, worked by the current, 
reduces to powder the ancient scoriEB that are thrown into 
it, and this powder is carried down to Bristol, where it is 
used for makii^ coarse glass bottles. At Upper Redbrook 
we again reacted the banks of the Wye, below Monmouth, 
and, having sent our carriage back to that town, we pre- 
pared to cross the river by the ferry-boat established here. 
The cinders in the ground aroimd had apparently iu' 
creased in quantity as we approached the river, and at the 
edge of the water at Upper Redbrook feny they lay under 
our feet like pebbles on the sea-shore. 

The view on the river was ^ain fine. On the Red- 
brook ride it was bordered with hills covered with wood, 
while opposite rose the less wooded but more elevated hill 
of Fenalt. The ferry at Upper Redbrook is no doubt of 
remote antiquity. When we landed at the foot of Penalt, 
we came upon an ancient road, which I have little doubt 
is Roman; it is paved with stones, like flags, carefully 
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12 WANDERlHaS OF AH ASTKtBARY. 

fitted together, but of all shapes and sizes, and proceeds 
directly up the steep side of the hUl, and one of my friends 
well acquainted with the neighboorbood assures me that 
he had traced it as much as five miles in the direction of 
Tintem and Cbepslow. It looks as though it were designed 
for pack-horses, carrying cbarcoal and other articles to and 
from tbe neighbourhood of Coleford. Another friend, who 
has resided in this district during many years, tells me that 
he remembers the same road continued on the Redbrook 
side of the river, and paved in a similar manner. Near 
the top of Penalt, we turned off through the solitary 
churchyard, over the hill, whence we again obtained a 
noble prospect of the vale of Monmouth, and so descending 
by Troy House, an old seat of the Herberts, built by Inigo 
Jones, and now belonging to the Duke of Beaufort, reached 
Monmouth again to a late but truly hospitable dinner. 

There can be little doubt that the furnaces which pro- 
duced the immertse quantity of scoriie that cover the 
country round Redbrook were fed with the ore from the 
neighbouring Soowles. The Scowles we visited are in the 
mountain limestone, which skirts the coal field of the 
Forest of Dean. The Great and Little Dowards are capped 
by this rock, resting on old red sandstone, and it is in the 
mountain limestone that the iron ore is here found, and it 
probably fiimished no inconsiderable portion of the cinders 
which are spread so thickly over the country to the north 
of the Wye between Monmouth and Bridstow. On the side 
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Kma Arthur's hall. 13 

of the Great Doward is atill seen the entrance to one of the 
ancient iron mines, to which tradition has given the name 
of King Arthur's Hall. There were no doubt old legends 
which connected the spot with the histoiy of the fabulous 
British hero, and some of our tojM^raphers have alluded to 
them without condescending to give, them a place in their 
works ; but our English peasantry are beginning to feel a 
sort of reluctance to repeat such legends to those who they 
think belong to a better informed class of society, and aU 
that we can now obtain from them is that the caverns to 
which this is the entrance are said to have been resorted to 
" in the troubled times," and that it is confidently believed 
that a great chest lull of treasure is concealed in the 
bottom of one of them. The accompanying sketch repre- 
sents the entrance to King Arthur's Hall. It is, in fact, 
the entrance (or entrances) to an extensive series of cham- 
bers which have been made by the extraction of the iron 
(ire, and which at present are much clc^ged up near the 
mouth, but they are said to extend to a very great depth 
underground. I am told that within the last twenty years a 
considerable quantity oi' iron " mine" has been obtained at 
a few hundred yards from this place, and much of it still 
remains in heaps not far from the banks of the Wye, in 
the wood above New Weir.* 

« I am informed that the ruined walls at the New Wdr are the re- 
mains of works of quite a modem date, in existence and full operation 
within the present eentary. 
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The district of the Dowards lies in the bend of Uie river 
between Whitchurch and Gaoarew. On the boundary 
wbefe these two parishes join, in a meadow on the right 
hand of the road to Monmouth, where the surface presents 
considerable inequality, I am informed that traces of a 
Roman villa have been found, but it has not been ex- 
plored. At Lydbrook, a little further up the river, a 
lai^e quantity of Roman coins were found in the beginning 
of 1848 by some men quarrying sandstone. Those 
which were preserved and examined were chiefly of Gal- 
lienns, Victorinus, and Claudius Gothicue, Nearer to 
Goodrich, on Copped-Wood hUl, about the year 1817, a 
large collection of coins of the lower empire was dug up. 
The name of Walford, which is borne by the vill^e on 
the river below Goodrich caatle, aeema to indicate the 
existence of perhaps Roman buildings adjacent to the ford, 
wliich in Saxon times may have taken its name from the 
walla that remained. The cinders occur very abundantly 
about Whitchurch and Goodrich: they are strewed over 
the surface of the fields, and if we dig a very little 
depth we find in many places a thick and apparently 
a deep bed of them. They are found in the fields on both 
aides of the road till we arrive at Weir End, in the parish 
of Bridstow, where they are abundant by the river side, 
lliey occur also in many places in the same parish. The 
antiquity of these cinders is proved not only by the coins 
and broken pottery found among them, but by the circum- 
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stance that there is scarcely anywhere a trace of any build- 
ings connected with them; and it is worth observing, that 
very considerable deposits, if not the greatest known, oc- 
cupy sites where there was no opportunity of wat«r being 
made available aa a moving power. In the parish of 
Peterstow there is a little valley running down from the 
fiirm called the Flann, behind the church, in which cinders 
are found, and here a httle stream was available; but the 
most remarkable deposit remained at Cinder Grove (also in 
the parish of Peterstow) within the last fifty or sixty years, 
fixim. which many thousand tons were subsequently re- 
moved for the purpose of re-smelting. The site occupies a 
field of several acres, distinguishable from all around by 
its rich black mould, abounding with cinders, with traces 
of charcoal sticking in and incorporated with them. I 
was shown two coins in good condition, one of which 
was of the Emperor Philip (a.d. 244—249). To the east 
of Ross, on the opposite side from Bridstow, immense 
masses of Roman scoriie are found at Weston under Pen- 
yard, the site of the Roman town of Ariconium, which must 
have been a city of iron-workers, and surrounded by 
targes. I am told that the floors of some of the forges have 
been discovered. Many of the cinders I gathered at this 
spot appeared to me to be of a lighter kind than those I 
had observed in other places, so that it might be here 
that the iron went through the last process of preparation, 
which I believe is now called the finery. I have not been 
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able to ascert^ how for to the north of the river tie 
beds of cinders extend; but they are seen plentifully in 
the parish of Tretire, where also, to my knowledge, one 
Roman coin at least has been found. Cinders occur like- 
wise in abundance in the parishes of Llai^arran, Hent- 
land, and St. Weonards. 

In the diminutive but very old church of Tretire I met 
with one of the most curious memorials I had yet seen of 
the Roman occupation of this district, perhaps one of the 
most remarkable monuments of its kind in the country. 
The sequestered village of Tretire is the residence of a 
ivell-known and excellent antiquary, the Rev. John Webb, 
F.S.A., to whose care we owe the preservation of this 
monument, which is represented in the accompanying cut. 
The small parish of Tretire contains two churches, from 
one of which, called Michael church, this article, which, in 
its present form, has been a holy-water stoup, was taken 
some years ago, when the church was repaired. Mr. 
Webb informs me that he had one day observed it IjTng at 
the door of a cott^e inhabited by the clerk, and on 
inquiry learnt that it had been kept behind the church 
door time out of mind as an article of no use, except to the 
village doctresa, who was skilled in preparing simples, and 
occasionally took it out when she want«d to pound her 
herbs. She used it in fact as a mortar. Mr. Webb 
imagined at first that it was the rude capital of a pillar, 
having a square hole cut in the top, and he thought he 
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perceived the remains of the ahaft below; but on nearer 
inspection he saw that it had an inscription on the front, 
and as he conjectured at once that it had beea used as a 
stonp for holy-water at the entiance of the church, he 
caused it to be removed for security to Tretire, where it 
now stands in the north comer of the chancel on the right 
hand of the communion table. It had been broken, and 
the upper part only was first found, but Mr. Webb subse- 
quently discovered the other part, and the two have been 
now properly joined together." 

It has been hitherto supposed by those who had seen 
this monument, that the inscription was a Christian dedi- 
cation, and they read the first words — the. latter part of 
the first line has beeu chipped away — as D£0 TRtVKi ; bat 1 
think it would not be easy to point out an example of this 
formula in a Christian inscription of the middle ages. To 
those well acquainted with this particular class of an- 
tiquities this monument presents the unmistakeable charac- 
teristics of a Roman altar. The inscription must be read 
as follows : — 

DEO TEIV . . . 
BECCICVS DON 
AVIT ARAM 

The mutilation of the name of the deity is unfortunate, 

■ The dimeaBiaae of this altar, in its present form of a atoup, ore : 
the entire height, nlher more than 29 iDchea; leagth of the ihoA, 
17 inohea; circumftreaOB of the Bbaft, 30 inohes; width at the top, 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



OF AN AKTIQCARY. 

but the most probable conjecture aeems to me to be that 
which explains it as Deo Trivii, to the god of the cross- 
roads. There were among the ancients many ddtiea who 
presided orer the roads, and it is very natural that in such 
a district as this the roads should be placed under their 
protection. I think I have read of an inscription to a deo 
Bivu ; at Mayence, as we are informed by Mr. Roach Smith 
in his Collectanea Antiqua, there is an altar dedicated to 
the Bivii, Trivii, and Quadrivii, that is, to the deities who 
presided over those descriptions of roads, by a centurion of 
the twenty-second legion ; and another genio devu, to the 
god who presided over the bye-ways; and an altar was 
found at Gretabridge, in Yorkshire, dedicated beo qvi viA3 
ET SEMiTAS coMMEKTVs EST. Dedtt OTom and d&iumt aram, 
are usual forms of dedication of Roman altars ; an instance 
is given in Gruter (vol. i. p. dcxvii. No. 2), in wliich both 
are combined, dedit donceoitque. Some ecclesiastic of the 
middle ages, in want of material for a holy-water stoup, 
found this altar, and caused it to be out into its present 
form, and the workman, caring little for the inscription, 
erased the final m of the word anon, and the latter letters 
of the name of the divinity to whom it was dedicated, with 
his tool. I think it is the only instance in this country 
where a Koman altar has thus been adopted for any 

15 inches, b; T iDChea acroBS; width and bmdlh of the base, 
10^ inchea, by 10. At the top there are two straight grooree, one on 
each side the buin which bu been cut into the altu. 
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purpose connected with ChnBtiaii worship ; but Mr. Boach 

Smith, in his Collectanea, has pointed out a similar use of 
a Romas altar, originally dedicated to Jnpiler, but since 
formed into a baptismal font, at Halingben, in the Pas de 
Cakis (France). 

A veiy slight examination of the cinders found in the 
localities we are describii^ is sufficient to convince us that 
the Romans smelted their ore imperfectly, and so much 
iron is left in tfiem, that it has been oilen found profitable 
in modem times to re-smelt the old scorue; and we leam 
froiu the antiquary, Thomas Heame, that at the beginning 
of the last century the cinders in the Forest of Dean, which 
were then commonly called Roman cinders, were thus com- 
mitted a second time to the furnace, and he tells ua they 
made " the best bow iron in the world." " And," he adds, 
" not only in the Forest of Dean and thereabouts, but even 
as high [up the Severn] as Worcester, there are such lai^e 
and infinite quantities of these cinders, some in vast 
mounts above ground, as vrill supply the iron works some 
hundreds of years." In the local records, we find that 
these cinders at Worcester were dug up for re-smelting at 
least as early as the middle of the seventeenth century ;• 
and a Worcestershire traveller and writer named Yarran- 
ton, at the end of that century, describes the fioors of the 
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Roman furnaces as having been discovered there in his 
The neighbourhood of Worcester appears thus to have 

* Mr. YamntOD'i acconnt of the cinder diatrict, Id hia book en- 
titled " Improvement by Sea and Land," published in 16B8, ia curioos 
enough lo be given entire, for it not onlj shows us how much these 
remuna attracted atlention in the aeventeenth century, but it fumiehu 
additional evidence of their being the work or the Bomana. He saya, 
" It ia eiidenl that iron waa in England a 1000 year* ago, by thoae 
great heapa of oindera tonneriy made of ironatone, they being Che alhl 
(or waste) thrown out of the foot blaets by the Bomansi tbey then 
having no works to go by water^ to drive beliowea, but all by the foot 
blast; and at present great oaks are growing upon the tops of these 
cinder heaps, and monies continually is found amongst these cinders; 
but such aa b found is oil of tbe Raman coyn; most of which monies is 
copper; very little found of late dayes that ia silver; and this offal of 
the foot hiaat, by the Roduuib then cast by, doth at present make the 
best and moat profltable iron in England; it Iwing mixt with aome 
ironstone of the Foreat of Dean ; and there hath been, and atill ie, vast 



Hereford, and Glouceslcrj and about 28 years since, Mr. Yarranton 
found out a vast quantity of Roman cindeia near (he walls of the city 
of Worcester, from whence he and others carried away many thouaand 
totts or loads up the river of Severn, unto their iron furnaces, to be 
melted dawn into iron, with u mixture of the Forest of Dean ironstone; 
and within 100 yarda of the walla of the oily of Worcester there waa 
dug up one of the hearths of the Raman foot hlaats; it being then lirm, 
and in order, and was 7 feet deep in the earth; and by the aide of the 
work there was found out a pot of Roman coine, to the qusntiQ' of a 
peck; some of which was presented to Sir Dugdale, and part thereof is 
now in the king's cloaet ; hy all which ciroumstances it clerly appeals 
that the Romans made iron in England, and as tar up the river Severn as 
the city of Woreester, where as yet there are vast quantities remaining." 
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been under the Eomana a district of iron works and forges 
subordinate to the great iron district of the Forest of Dean. 
We may trace the iron district still further. A yery 
ctuious early legend, which is embodied in Capgnve's 
life of St. Egwin, repreeents the town which occupied the 
site of the present AJchester, and which the Komaos called 
Aiauna, as being inhabited entirely by smiths and filled 
with smithies. A saint, he tells us, went to convert these 
wicked people to the light of the Gospel ; but, instead of 
listening to him, he no sooner began to preach than they 
all coromenced beating with their hammers on the anvils, 
and produced such a terrible noise that he might as well 
have preached to the tempest. The saint was indignant at 
this uncourteous reception, and, before he left them, he 
raised up his hands to heaven, and in bitterness of spirit 
invoked a curse on them and on their occupation. In an 
instant the town was swallowed up by the earth ; and from 
that time, says the narrator, no one could ever exercise the 
calling of a smith in that place auoceaaiully or profitably.* 
The writer tells us, as a proof of the truth of his story, 
that in his time, when the inhabitants of Alcester dug 

* CoDtra ■nem fobrilem castri illitu Dominam imprecataB est; et 
eeee Bubilo castrain ipauro terrH abnirbuit, its quod Dora super TSteri 
qoaliteicamqae reDgdificato usi^ue in hodiernum diem in conitrnctioDe 
noramin domoram in fundBtceutis antiqna sdiflcia reperiunCur. Nud- 
qoun eaim poeleia in loco illo sliquie artem bibrilem rede exercuit, neo 
mliqiuB eam eiercere volens ibi vigere potuit. Capgrave'i ifora Lt- 
genda Aiiglia, in the life of St. Egwin. 
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for new houses, they found underground the 
he ancient city. The antiquities of this place 
en explored in recent times, but it appears that 
the preacher has ceased to weigh upon it, for 
itained that there are at this day four smiths in 
lo all appear to be flourishing. 
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CHAPTER n. 

THE KOMAN CITIES ON THE WELSH BOBDEH, 
ARICOmuU AND UAQDIA. 

The road from Rosa to Gloucester, which soon after- 
-wards becomes so remarkably picturesque, is without 
interest during the first three or four miles. The only 
object that attracts our att^jntion is the hill of Penyard, 
which rises boldly on the right, and has, like most of the 
hiU-tops in this part of the country, an ancient encamp- 
ment, or, at least, ancient intreuchments, on its summit. 
About three miles from Eoas we turn off on the left along 
a little green country-lane, which leads us immediately up 
a gentle eleration, that sinks rather more abruptly on the 
south-east, where its foot is watered by a small brook. 
Fifteen centuries ^o this sUghtly eJerated ground was 
covered with a flourishing town, from which several roads 
branched off to different parts of the coiintry. The fields 
and hedgerows which have taken the place occupied once 
by busy streets and joyous hearths have nothing in appear- 
ance to distii:^;uish them from those of the country around ; 
yet the peasantry still look with a certain degree of rever- 
ence on the spot, and they can tell mysterious stories of the 
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vengeaace which fell upon that ancient town aad ita inha- 
bitants. If you enter the first co(tage that presents itself 
hard by in the village of Weston, and ask the inmates the 
way to the old town, they will reply without hesitation, 
" What, air, the town that was beaten down, and aU the 
people killed?" and they will at once point you out the 
site, and tell you that the field sloping down to the brook, 
which is called KJUington meadow, was so named because 
the blood ran down there from the people who were killed, 
and that the neighbouring mansion of Bolitree received its 
name because it was built out of the belli/ of the town. 
Such derivations may draw a smile from the reader, yet 
they are, to say the least, quite as good as a large propor- 
tion of those which have been too often proposed by 
learned antiquaries. In describing this same neighbour- 
hood, Fosbroke, who imagined that he met the victorious 
Roman proprietor Ostorius Scapula on the top of every hill, 
gravely assures us that Oister Hill, the name of an 
eminence between this and Hereford, was derived from 
Ostorius, and that the name of Caplar Wood, the site of 
extensive entrenchments, is only a corruption of Scapula ! 

For a long time there was a Roman town in this part of 
Britain, named Ariconium, completely lost, and the old 
antiquaries were entirely thrown out in their reckonings 
by their ignorance of its site. Horsley was the first who, 
with his characteristic acuteness, determined that it must 
; about Ross ; but, while his conjeo- 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



F ARICONIUU. 



25 



tures as to the exact locality fell first upoa one spot and 
then upon another, he was totally ignorant that, close 
within the range of hia conjectures, on the bank I have 
just been describing, an extensive thicket of briars and 
bmsbwood only partially covered from view the broken 
walls and the rubbish of the very Ariconium of which he 
waa in search. Such was the condition of the old town at 
Weston-under-Penyard in the middle of the last century. 
Soon after that period the proprietor of the estate, a Mr. 
Meyrick, determined to clear the ground and turn it into 
cultiTation, and when he came to stub up the bushes he 
found some of the walls even of the houses standing above 
ground. All these were cleared away, not without con- 
siderable difficulty, and in the course of the clearing great 
quantities of antiquities of all sorts are understood to have 
been found, such as coins, in abundance, and all the 
other articles usually met with on Roman sites, and the 
workmen came upon walls of buildings, tessellated pave- 
ments, and vaulted chambers. In which latter they are said 
to have found stores of wheat, black as though chaired by 
fire. All these remiuns that were near the surface were 
destroyed, and the antiquities which might have enriched 
some local museum, appear to have been scattered abroad 
and lost. 

The position of Ariconium affords a remarkable proof 
of the skill with which the Romans chose their sites. 
From the fields where the town stood the extensive pro- 
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Bpect around is quit« extraordinary, when we coneider 
their slight elevation above the level of the country imme' 
diat«Iy ac^acent. Westwardly are seen the hill of Pen- 
yard and the more distant heights of the Forest of Dewi, 
wliile eastward from the south to the north the rich plains 
of Gloucestershire and Herefordshire are spread out as in 
an amphitheatre. The site of the Itoman town is called 
Bury hill, or Rose hill — the former appears to be the more 
popular, indeed almost the only, name by which it is known 
to the peasantry, who will, however, tell you that the an- 
oient city was named Kose, and that when it was " beaten 
down," and its inhabitants slain, people built the town of 
Ross instead, and transferred the name thither. It is not very 
easy to say what was the origin of this stoiy. The place can 
hardly be said to have been explored by antiquaries; but 
Roman antiquities are ottea turned up by the plough, and 
Roman coins are so plentifiil that they may be procured of 
almost any of the cottagers. I was told ibaX a gentleman 
of the neighbourhood, riding across one of the fields, had 
recently picked up a rather large Roman bronze statuette ; 
finding it somewhat cumbrous, he pat it np in the fork of 
a tree, intending to take it as he returned, but somebody 
had discovered it in the interval and carried it away. The 
present possessor of the land is Mr, Palmer of Bolitree, 
close to the site of the town, called Aske farm, perhaps 
from the ashes or cinders in the neighbourhood. I am not 
aware whether Mr. Palmer has collected any antiquities 
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foond here. One of his men, wHom we questioned on the 
subject, coidd give us no fiutber information than that he 
knew BQch things were fbnnd, and he remembered that 
about twenty years ago, when they were dicing a trench 
in the field where the old town stood, the labourers came 
apon waUs and foundations of buildings. The gentle slope 
of the ground on the western side of &e sit« of the town, to- 
wards Penyard, is s^anetimes called Cinder Hill, and we hare 
only to turn up the surJace to discover that it couaiata of an 
immense mass of iron ecoriffl. It is eWdent that the Soman 
town of Ariooninm possessed very extensive foi^es and 
smelting lumaces, and that their cinders were thrown out 
on this sidi: of the town close to the walls. No doubt the 
side of the hill was here originally more abrupt, nntil it 
was filled up by these materials. The floors of foi^es are 
said to have been discovered in the neighbourhood ; but, 
as I have jost stated, the place is almost unknown to 

Ariconiom was the centre of several great roads. It 
was approached from Gloucester (Glevam) by a road 
which seems to have nm almost in the same line as the 
present road from that city to Koss. The road to Mon- 

* I am told that at Hartleton, aaa Lintan, a, mile uid > half to the 
Qoith-eaM of Bolitree, there are mnaim of the hearth of a very ancieot 
■mail iron smelting-fiuTiace, but it is nnceitaia vhether it belonga to a 
period to remote as that or the Romans. Forges and 8l«el.mills, and 
probabij small ■melting, fnmacea, have been in operation id the parish 
of Linton till within the tost century. 

d2 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



28 WANDERINGS OF AN ABTIQUABT, 

mouth (BlestiiimJ was probably carried through the valley 
or pass to the eouth of Penyard, and crossed the Wye per- 
haps below Goodrich castle. This was the route chosen, 
tbr some reason or other, by the Eoman Itineraries, in their 
directions for travellii^ northward along the Welsh border: 
beginning with Gloucester (Glevum), they come first to 
Weston (Aricormim), and theneeto Monmouth (BUitium), 
whence their road continued southwardly to Usk (Bur- 
riumj, then turned northwardly to Abergavenny CGoban- 
nimrtj, and so back into Herefordshire to Eenchester 
fMoffnaJ, proceeding thence in a direct course north- 
wardly towards Shrewsbury. There was, however, a 
direct road from Weston to Kenchester, which, it is said, 
may be still traced in some places, and which is supposed 
to have run under Caplar Hill, and so by Fownhope and 
Mordiford. Camps, villas, and perhaps tumuli, may be 
traced along ita course. But the visitor who desires now 
to proceed from Ariconiiun to the sister city of Magna 
must take the high road from Koss to Hereford. 

It would not be easy to point out a finer ride than that 
furnished by the road last meotioned, and to those who 
wish to enjoy it fiiUy, and have not the leisure to proceed 
slowly and take the country in detail, I would recommend 
a seat on the top of the stage-coach. After passing Wil- 
ton Bridge, the road soon gains more elevated ground, 
which it keeps during a great part of the journey. As we 
proceed through the parish of Peterstow we obtain rich 
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near views, and the soenery becomes still more interesting 
in the neighbourhood of Pengeihley. Further on, at a 
cross road, is a place called David's Grave, which is still 
an object of superstitious dread among the country people. 
It is said that many years ago — probably more than a cen- 
tury — a noted highwayman of that name was executed and 
buried here; the little lane turning to the left has the 
somewhat ominous name of Bier-less Lane, which it is pre- 
tended to have received from the circumstance that the 
body of this notorious offender was brought along it to his 
grave without a bi&: The peasantry say that at night 
Darid's ghost appears in a little wood at the comer of the 
road, and, if he does no greater mischief, it is firmly be- 
lieved that he delights in frightening horses, and that 
waggons and carta are frequently overturned or break 
down by his agency. This seema to receive a kind of con- 
firmation from the circumstance observed by many who 
are no believers in ghosts, that when such accidents occur 
it is almost sure to be on this spot. 

Near this place, to the left of the road, the traveller may 
make his way through green lanes to Gillow, where, in 
a rather low situation, an old moated mansion, now occu' 
pied as a farm-house, is well worthy of his attention. The 
present house, which has undergone comparatively very 
little alteration, and some parts of it are much out of re- 
pair, is believed to have been built at the beginning of the 
fifteenth century, on the site of an older rehgious founda- 
d3 
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tion, the chape] of which is partly preserved in one comer 
of the building. In the cellar is a rudely sculptured 
fi^^ure in stone, which ie Bupposed to have belonged to this 
older foundation. The moat still exists on two sides ; and 
the house, which is built round a small court, presents in 
front, with its entrance tower approached by the old 
bridge, a very picturesque object. The interesting cha- 
racter of this building will well reward the short deviation 
from the road which is required to reach it. 

Continuing his way along the road, the wanderer will 
soon teach the village of Much (i.e. Great) Birch, where he 
will be again tempted to diverge by a variety of interesting 
objects and spots, the names of which cannot but be at- 
tractive to the antiquarian visitor. A wooded elevation to 
the right is caUed Athelstan'a wood. A stream winds along 
the valley, on the other side of which is the village of 
Aconbury, and above is seen Aconbury Hill, a very lofty 
eminence, with a strongly entrenched area at the top. 
Here and there about the neighbourhood are found tmnuli, 
or, as they are usually called, tumps, some of them of con- 
siderable dimensions. These memorials of ancient peoples 
are often traced by their Anglo-Saxon name of low enter- 
ing in composition into the name of the place. Thus we 
have GiUow, already mentioned; Callow, on the other side 
of Aconbury Hill; and Wormlow, with its tump, near 
Much Birch. The visitor who is inclined for a longer ex- 
cursion may walk across to the Wye, and pass it to visit the 
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interesting country about Fownliope and Mordiford, the 
latter the legendaty haout in ancient times of a dreadful 
dragon, whose portraiture is popularly supposed to have 
been represented on the exterior eastern wall of the 
chancel of tbe church, but now defaced. The inte- 
resting camp on Dynedor Hill is also worth a visit, espe- 
cially if the traveller be an antiquary But, whether 
antiquary or not, he will not fail to be charmed with the 
varied beauty of the country. Whoever loves country 
lanes 1 would recommend him to Herefordshire, the land 
of England's national tree, the oak, which here grows spon- 
taneously, and forms with the hazel the staple of the hedge- 
rows. These often rise wild and lofty, and inclose grassy 
lanes that are bordered with an infinite variety of flowers. 
The hedges themaelveB are platted with honeysuckle and 
roses, and especially with the wild clematis, or, as it is 
popularly termed, traveller's joy, which grows everywhere 
in great luxuriance, and where the hedge is backed by a 
wood it is oflen seen mounting in immense masses of white 
blossom to the tops of tbe trees. 

After passing Much Birch the present road winds round 
the thickly-wooded hiU of Aconbury, and the scenery be- 
comes finer and finer, until a wonderful prospect bursts 
upon our view. Below are the rich valleys spreading 
towards the border, while beyond them hill rises above 
hill, till tbe whole is crowned by the distant Welsh moun- 
tains, among which the Holy Mountain, the Sugar-Loaf, 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



32 WAMDEBtUGS OF AM AXTIQCARr. 

and the noble terrace of the Hatteral Hill or Black Moun- 
tain, and other hills of Breckaockshire and Radnorshire, 
form the most prominent objects. Immediately after- 
wards, as we turn northward, a view equally pleasing and 
not less extensive opens upon us where the northern and 
eastern districts of Herefordshire are spread out before us 
in one vast panorama, with the city of Hereford in the 
plain below ; on the east the Malvern hiUs, and more 
northwardly the Clee hilla, Caer Caradoc, and other Shrop- 
shire hills, forming the extreme distance. 

Hereford is an interesting old town, and, in spite of 
modem alterations, contains still some good specimens of 
the timber houses which formerly gave so picturesque an 
effect to our streets. The city and the whole district 
around are rich in reminiscences of Anglo-Saxon hiatoiy. 
The extensive entrenchments called Sutton Walls, about five 
mUes to the northward of Hereford, are supposed to mark 
the site of the great palace of the Mercian Offa, the scene 
of the treacherous murder of the sainted King EtLelbert ; 
and the neighbouring church of Marden, on the banks of 
the Lug, ia said to have been built orer the spot where the 
murdered ting was first buried. A spring here is still 
called St. Ethelbert's Well. At this time we are told thu 
the site of Hereford was a solitary and barren spot, called 
from its appearance Feam-lega, which is explained by the 
Latin writer of the Legend as meaning aalhis filids, the 
plain covered with fern. Hither, however, the body of 
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Etbelbert was translated, and a bandsome church was 
built over his grave, the precursor of the present cathedral. 
It was the place where the SaKon armies uenally crossed 
the Wye on their way to invade Wales, and hence the city 
was named Hereford, the ford of the army. Such is the 
legendary account of the origin of Hereford. But it is 
more likely that Ethelbert was bnried here, because it was 
already a town of some importance; and it perhaps arose 
out of the ruin of the Koman city of Magna, as Shrews- 
bnry rose out of Uriconium. It is somewhat remarkable 
that in the Hereford local museum there is a defaced 
Roman altar, or at least one without any legible inscrip- 
tion, which was discovered not long ago in excavations 
Tinder one of the streets of the city ; but it is impossible to 
decide whether this came from a Boman settlement on this 
spot, or whether it had been brought at an early period 
from Kenohester. It may be observed, in passing, that 
tiie Hereford museum, which Is not undeserving of a visit, 
is honourable to the city for having estabhshed it, but not 
so creditable as could be wished in its present state of 
maintenance. Local museums of this kind, if well regu- 
lated and zealously supported, would be of the utmost im- 
portance to our national history. 

But we must pursue our way to Kencheater. We leave 
Hereford by its western suburb, through what was an- 
ciently called the Friars' Gate, and the high road lies nearly 
parallel to the course of the river Wye. About a mile 
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from the town, in a comer of th*; road, stand the interest- 
ing nanains of a cross built by Bishop Charleton, in the 
middle of the fourteenth century. The objects along the 
remainder of our rood are not striking. A httle way to 
the south, at Swineshitl, is an elevated knoll with a camp 
on the top. Further on, to the right of and close by the 
road, is a small piece of wat«r called Sugwas pool, which 
varies much in extent at diSerent seaaoiiB of the year. It 
is the tradition of the place that this pool occupies the site 
of an ancient city, which was destroyed and submerged by 
an earthfjuake. The Bishops of Hereford had anciently a 
palace at Sugwas, the traces of which have long disap- 
peared. Not very far beyond the pool of Sugwas we turn 
out of the high road by a lane to the left, which conducts 
us at the distance of about a mile to the site of the Koutan 
city of Magna at Kenchester. 

The site of the ancient city of Kenchester is, in many 
respects, not unlike that of Weston-under-Penyard. It oc- 
cupies a gentle elevation, enjoying an extensive prospect 
around, and it is commanded at about the same distance 
as Penyard from Weston by a lofty hill to the north-east 
called Credeu Hill, crowned by an entrenchment, within 
which Roman coins and other remains are frequently found. 
A small brook runs beneath the site of the town, which is 
about the same distance from the Wye as Weston. The 
accompanying sketch was taken just within the south- 
a boundary of the area of the ancient city, at a time 
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when the extensive field which occupied a large portion of 
it was covered with a ripe crop of wheat, and the words of 
the old poet came forcibly to my mind, — "jam B^es eat 
ubi Troja fuit." The application was here more literal 
than it probably erer was to the site of Troy. In the 
sketch, Greden hill, with its mantle of tre«8, amid which 
the entrenchment appears distinctly defined, is seen to the 
right. To the left of it is Brinsop, with the hills above 
Wormesley behind; before which the hill of Foxley ad- 
vances to the extreme left. 

Till recently, the area of the Roman town at Kencheeter 
could be distinctly traced by the remains of its walls. 
They formed a very irregular hex^fon, inclosing between 
twenty and thirty acres. At present very little of the wall 
remains, and that is found chiefly on the north-west side of 
the area. It is feced with small stones, arranged in what 
is technically termed herring-bone work, and cemented 
t^^ther with mortar, which is inferior to that usually 
found in the town walls of the Komans. In this respect 
it resembles Silchester, and some other Roman re- 
mains in this country. The ancient defences of the 
town are very strongly marked in the garden of a cottager 
at the side of the high road at the western extremity of 
the site. 

From what we can learn of the progress of dilapidation, 
it is probable that some four or five centuries ^o the 
skeleton of the Boman town might have been traced above- 
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ground. In the reign of Henry VIII. the " laborious " Le- 
land gives the following account of it : 

" Kencheat€r standeth a iii. myles or more above Here- 
ford, upward on the same side of the lyver that Hereford 
doth ; yet is yt almost a myle fro the ripe (bank) of Wy. 
This towne is far more auncyent then Hereford, and was 
celebrated yn the Romaynes tyme, as appereth by many 
thingea, and eapecyally by antique mony of the Ccesara, 
very oiten fownd withyn the towne, and in plowghyng 
abowt; the which the people ther cawUed duaries mony. 
The cumpace of Kenchestre hath bene by estimation as 
much as Hereford, excepting the castel, the which at 
Hereford ys very spatiose. Peaces of the wallea and tur- 
rets yet appere, prope fnndcanenta, and more should have 
appered, if the people of Hereford town and other ther- 
abowt had not yn tymes paste pulled down muche and 
pyked owt of the best for theire buildingea. Of late, one 
Mr. Brainton, baylding a place at Stratton, a myie from 
Kenchestre, dyd fetch much tayled (hevm) stone there to- 
ward his buildinges , , , By lykelyhod men of old 
tyme went by Kenchestre to Hay, and so to Breknoc and 
Cair Mardyn. The place wher the town was ys al over- 
growen with brambles, hasylles, and lyke shrubbee. 
NeTerthelesse, here and there yet appere mines of buyld- 
inges, of the which the folisch people cawlle one the tii^ 
of feyres' (fairies) chayre. Ther hath ben fownd nostra 
. Utterea Britannid ; el ex eisdetn canales, aquee 
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ductus, Usselata pavimenta, fragmtntam catmuhs avrwe, 
cakar ex argento, byaide other strawng thinges. To be 
short, of the decaye of Keucheatre Hereford rose and flo- 
rishyd." 

Since Leland's time the site of the old town was long 
celebrated for the Temains which marked the epot, and 
it is still remarkable for the great number of coins and 
otiier small articles of antiquity which are continually 
found scattered about. Of these a considerable number 
are in the possession of the present proprietor and occupier 
of the land, Mr. Hardwick, although his best antiquities 
are understood to have been given to the late Dean of 
Hereford, ailer whose death they are said to have been sold 
by auction, and they appear to be scattered abroad, and 
perhaps mostly lost. Mr. Hardwick has still a consider- 
able quantity of coins, a few curious fr^ments of pottery 
aud glass, with rings, beads, pins, keys, &c. including a 
little rude bronze of a stag, and a koife-handle represent- 
ing the figure of a greyhound, and bearing a close resem- 
blance to one of which an engraving is given in Mr. Roach 
Smith's Antiquities of liichborough, Reculver, and Lymne. 
A few antiquities from Kenchester v^ere exhibited by Mr. 
R. Johnson, of Hereford, at the Worcester congress of the 
British Archaological Association, among which the most 
curious was a Soman oculist's stamp, explained by Mr. 
Roach Smith in a paper ou these antiquities in the Journal 
of the Association. A few other Kenchester antiquities 
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are now in the poaseasion of Mr. W. Feimell, of Wakefield, 
in YorkBhire, and were shewn to me recently by Mr. 
Boach Smith. The moat curious of these were the three 
little bronzes of a mouse, a lion, and cock , figured (in their 
real Bize) in the annexed cuta, together with a diminutive 




bronze of a cultmm or chopper, in the posBeasion of Mr. 
Hardwick, which is here drawu to half its real size. It is 
the fashion to call these little figures, which seem to have 
been found rather plentifully about Kencheater, esr-wtos, or 
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Totive offeringa. A Ettle bronze figure of an axe, fbnlid in 
excavatiog the villa at Woodchester in Gloucestershire, was 
thns designated by Lysons. But I consider it a far more 
probable supposition that they are merely children's toys. 
Every antiquary knows how general was the use of bronze 
amoi^ the Romans, and there is a rudeness of form about 
these figures which resembles very much the character of 
the leaden children's toys in modem times. 

The piece of masonry called in Leland's time " the king 
of feiries' chair," was still standing at the beginning of the 
present century, and a view of it is given in one of the 
plates 'to the volume on Herefordshire in the Beauties of 
Ei^land and Wales. An intiorrect sketch of it had pre- 
viously been given in Stukeley's Itinerary. It consisted of 
a mass of brickwork, closely resembling a part of the "Jury 
Wall " at Leicester, forming an arch or vault, with a niche 
over it, and presenting somewhat the appearance of a chair. 
An old man living in a cottage by the road-side, close 
to the remains of the ahcient town walls, told us that he 
remembered this monlunent well. Me said that some forty 
years ago, he thinks, the young men of the village, who 
were then rather a wild set of fellows, went one day, either 
in frolic or in consequence of a wager, and undermined 
the " chail*." After it was thrown down, the fanner caused 
it to be broken up and cleared away. 

The same informant told me that he remembered stones 
having been dug up, with old-looking letters upon them, 
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but, he added with a significant shake of the head, " they 
meant nought." One inscription found here, and that im- 
perfect, has been recordid; it was part of a dedication to 
the Emperor Numerianus, all that remained being the 

IMP C MAR AVR NVMERIANO. 

Numerianus was the brother of Carinus, and reigned 
jointly with him about two years. This, I beheve, is the 
only memorial of him yet found in Britain, and inscriptions 
bearing his name are very rare on the continent. 

By the liberal permission of Mr. Hardwick, some gentle- 
men of Hereford, aasembled by Dean Merewether, pro- 
ceeded some five or six years ago to excavate on the site of 
the ancient city at Kenchester ; but they seem to have gone 
to work without any system, and to have had no particular 
leason for digging a hole iu one place more than in another. 
They came, however, upon a coarse tessellated pavement, 
one of those which no doubt lie thickly scattered under the 
soil, and it was determined to carry it off entire, and depo- 
sit it in the museum of the Philosophical Institution at 
Hereford. But the Herefordshire peasantry have their own 
peculiar notions about such monuments, and, confident that 
an immense treasure lay concealed beneath it, they deter- 
mined to be beforehand with the learned antiquaries in 
canying off the prize. Accordingly, during the night, 
when it was leil unprotected, a party of them came with 
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pickaxes lutd other implementa and broke it all to pieces. 
A few fragments only reached the masenm.* The other 
articles found during these diggings are said to have gone 
into the private collection of the Dean, 'with which they 
were eventnallj dispersed. The money collected for the 
purpose was soon expended, and the diners somewhat un- 
handsomely left to Mr. Hardwick the task of filling up the 
holes they had made. In a certain state of the crops I am 
told that the lines of the houses and streets of the Roman 
town may be distinctly traced. 

* " Tbe teseelUtfld pavement latd; dkcovered b; the Dean of Here- 
fac-d and other gentlemen in making ntennba tl Kenohoter, in thia 
caiuatj, vaa, when found, about thirteen bet \oag and two wide, but 
a yeij conudenble portioD at it waa deatrojed on Sunds; night. It is 
nippoaed to have formed the border of ui apartment. The leiaerm are 
fkvm three-eightiu to half tm inch iquare, and are of a whita, red, blue, 
and dark oolour. The white appear to conaiat of laTa, and thejr are all 
SDBCeptible of a very ftne polish. They were placed in the uaual de- 
■oriptiaii of concrete, tbe composition of which has not to thii da; been 
full; ascertained. Mr. Jenninga, aculptor, baa, b; direction of the 
Dean, aecurel; amnged in plaster of paris about eix teet square of the 
border of the paiemeot, and we understand that it will tie placed among 
other lotereeting relics of antiquity in the Philoeopliioal Insticutioa." — 
Sertford Jovrnal. Tenellated pavements and bjpocauata were not 
unfreqaentl; found in past times during the operations of &a labourer 
on the site of Kenchester. 
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ANCIENT VERULAIflUM. 



There is scarcely any more agreeable excursion froih 
London than to the interesting old town of St. Alban's. It 
may now be approached by several different roads ; but, 
for those who are not hurried, the one to be preferred is 
the old coach road, along which excellent omnibuses still 
run several times a day. Passing fi'om Islington under 
Highgate Archway, the traveller's route lies through a 
broken undulated country, rich and well wooded, and as 
he approaches Bamet open and extensive prospects present 
themselves. On this side, the town of Bamet crowns an 
eminence, and looking back from the entrance to the main 
street we cannot fail being struck with the beantiftil view 
down the valley to the south. Bamet is chiefly renowned 
for its battlefield, on which, on Easter Sunday, 1471, the 
struggle between the rival houses of York and Lancaster 
may be considered to have been decided. The country 
continues fine all the way from Bamet to St. Alban's, and 
is especially attractive as we pass over a ridge of higher 
ground about half way between those two towns. The 
more usual way of proceeding to St. Alban's is now by rail, 
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and it is approached by two lines, the Great Northern and 
the North Western. On the former, the visitor must be set 
down at the Hatfield station, and, if he has time, he may 
visit the fine Elizabethan mansion of Hatfield Honse, the 
seat of the Cecils- An omnibus carries him hence to St. 
Alban's, a distance of abont six mUea. If the visitor prefer 
the North Western Bailway, he must leave the line at the 
Watford station, where also he will find an omnibus for St. 
Alban's, the distance being somewhat greater than irom 
Hatfield. 

St. Alban's itself is a pretty town ; its streets are clean 
and picturesque, and present some good examples of old 
limber houses, especially about the market place, and the 
clump of buildings adjacent to the curious old clock-tower. 
But the great attraction of St. Alban's is its noble abbey 
church. The most casual visitor, when he looks at the 
walls of this imposing edifice, especially on the south side, 
where it is more easily observed, will be struck with the 
extraordinary character of the masonry. He has been 
accustomed to see early mediteval buildings constructed 
entirely of stone, but here the walls are composed of im- 
mense numbers of what appear on the outsides as long flat 
bricks, but which are in reality square. These materials 
were all taken Irom the ruins of one of the most celebrated 
cities of Roman Britain— that of Verulamium. The abbey 
church of St. Alban's crowns the summit of a gentle emi- 
nence or knoll, separated on the south by a small valley 
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from another low hill which rises very graduaUy from the 
bottom, where flows the little stream of the Ver. The 
buildiikga of the abbey occupied the side of the hill descend- 
ing from the church towards the brook, but now very few 
traces of them except the gateway-tower are left. The 
visitor, leaving the southern door of the church, most de- 
scend over the ancient site of the abbey to the foot of 
the hill, where he will cross the stream at the mill by a 
wooden bridge, which leads him to an embanked causeway 
extending in a perfectly straight line across the valley, and 
clothed on both sides with a rich crop of brambles and low 
bushes. When he reaches the far end of this causeway, 
he stands just on the outside of the walls of ancient Yeru- 
lamitun. He must thence pass through, or rather over, a 
gate to the left; walk a few paces across the field, and he 
will find himself in presence of a considerable mass of the 
wall itself, with the unmistakeable characteristics of Roman 
masonry, its mortar, and its rows of red bricks, the latter 
exactly like those which he has already seen in the walls 
of the abbey church. 

This fragment of wall is only seen to advantage from 
the inside. We are here within the Soman city, on 
the edge of the valley. By means of the embankment 
along which we have crossed the valley, the Bomans 
dammed up the water of the river, and thus converted the 
river itself into an extensive lake, which washed the foot 
of the city walls. The spot on which we are now standing ' 
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fiuTiislies one of the best distant views of the abbey church , 
and the accompanying sketch shews the course of the em- 
banked causeway. The ground in front Was once covered 
with the lake, the superfluoua waters of the river having 
their outlet at the distant extremity, at the mill, where the 
river stiU runs. A piece of the Roman wall bounds the 
foreground to the right. 

Instead of crossing the fields into the interior of the site 
o( Verulamium, we shall understand its form and extent 
better by retracing our steps to the end of the causeway, 
and proceeding thence along the road up the bank into 
A thick copse. This copse for a considerable extent 
covers the ancient city wall and its foes, and the path runs 
between them. Lai^e masses of the wall are preserved 
along a considerable portion of its line on this the south-east 
side of the town, so considerable, indeed, that a footpath 
runs continuously along the top of it, which is coveted 
with brushwood. Inside the wall the ground is banted up 
to it, in an almost regular inclined plane, but it is by do 
means certain that this is anything more than the acci- 
dental accumulation of earth. The wall itself is con- 
structed exactly in the same manner as we have already 
observed at Pevensey and the Roman fortresses on the 
8outh-east«m coast. But the defences of Verulamium are 
almost the only known instance of a Roman town in this 
country with a foss outside the walls. When I recently 
visited this spot, the season was unfavourable for examining 
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these remains, in consequence of the rank v^etation which 
bad grown over them; but in the accompanying sketch by 
Mr. Fairholt, who with Mr. Halliwell were my companions, 
the shrubs and trees have been thinned to shew the 
wall and fosa more distinctly. Winter, or early spring, 
is the best season for tracing the remains of the city 
wall. 

The copse or grove, so far as it goes, has preserved the 
wall from destruction to a considerable extent. When we 
quit it, the defences of the town can only be traced across 
the ploughed fields by a raised bank which covers the 
foundation of the wall, and a hollow that marks the sit« of 
the foES. A short distance to the westward of the point at 
which we have now arrived, we reach a road which runs 
northwardly across the site of the ancient city. This road 
is cut or worn down deep below the level of the fields, and 
we can trace in the hedge-bottoms the floors of Roman 
houses. Following this road we soon arrive at the church 
of St. Michael, celebrated as the burial-place of the im- 
mortal Bacon, whose sculptured monument is itself a 
worthy object of pilgrimage. The church of St. Michael 
stands very nearly in the centre of Vemlamium ; its walls 
and arches are full of Boman materials, and it is veiy pro- 
bable that it stands upon the site of some of tlie public edi- 
fices of the ancient city. Here, agtun, on the north of the 
church-yard, the road is much lower than the ground 
above, and in the steep bank under the hedge we see the 
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bricks aad mortar of the Roman buildings. This road 
turns down through the adjoining hamlet, and across the 
bed of the ancient la)ce,iiito the town of St. Alban'a; weet- 
wardly it divides into two, one being the lane we have been 
previously purguing, the other running westwardly across 
the site of Vemlaniiuin to Gorhambury, and near where it 
qnits the site of the city stands another portion of the an- 
cient town walJ, called popularly Gorham-block. A few 
^ards along this branch of the road, in the field to the left, 
stood the theatre of Verulamium. 

Venilamium was one of the earliest cities of Britain. It 
appears to have been founded like Catnulodunum (Col- 
ckeiterj, and perhaps Londinium (London J, by the British 
princes who, after Ceesar's invasion, were in alliance with 
Borne, and learned to imitate the civilisation of Italy. Like 
those, two towns it fell a victim to lie avenging arms of 
Boadicea, and &om the circuiustances of that event we 
gather that it had' then no fortifications. At this early 
period Verulamium shared with Camulodunum the honour 
of possessing a mint, and some of Che British coins of the 
family of Cnnobeline bear the name of this town on the 
reverse, where it is spelt Verlamium. We have very little 
knowledge of the history of this place during the Koman 
occupation ; but it had been erected into a mumcijpium as 
early as the time of Aulus Plautius, and it seems to have 
been a city of great celebrity and magnificence, as it figures 
in the fabulous history of a later period. It appears to have 
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been stomied and rained by the Saxon invaders, but the 
Anglo-Saxon writers have not preserved even a traditioD 
that tends to throw any light on the circumstances of this 
eient: and the town is only accidentally known to ua 
through the Saxon period from its connection with the 
abbey of St. Alban's. 

In the earlier ages of Western Christianity two things 
were requisite for the foundationof a church, — materials to 
build it with, and rehcs to give it sanctity. Both were 
furnished by an ancient site, the old biiildlngs yielding the 
matenals for construction, while there was generally a 
burial'place near at hand where the monks could find bones 
enough to create a saint. Such was the case at Verula- 
mium. Modem discoveries seem to show that the top of 
the hill where the abbey church now stands was one of the 
Koman cemeteries. The artificial lake which occupied the 
space between it and the town appears to have abounded 
in fish, and this circumstance perhaps induced the Saxon 
kii^s of Mercia at an early period after the ruin of the 
city to erect a palace on its borders, of which the bold 
earthworks of the inclosure are still visible, below the 
modem town; it was called Kingsbury, which signified 
the palace of the king. When these princes were con- 
verted to Christianity, a church was built on the adjoining 
hill, and some of the buildings of the Roman city were 
demolished to furnish materials. The monks who built it 
wanted a sauit ; they found in a then popular Christian 
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LatiD poet, FoituQiitas, mention of a man ntuned Albao. 
who was said to have suffered martyrdom in Britain — 

Albanam egregiam fiecaiids Brit&nniB proferC 

The Saxon monks accordingly dug np some Roman bones, 
declared that they belonged to the martyred body of St. 
Alban, and built iheir ehuroli upon the spot. Some deni- 
Eon of the place next proceeded to make a life of the saint, 
and this has been preserved by the historian Bede, and 
contains one or two incidents which describe, though im- 
perfectly, the site at that time. After the judge of the 
city (jtidex) had condemned the holy Alban to be be- 
headed, he was taken out of the city, we are told, by the 
executioners, and, being led to execution, he came to a 
river which ran with rapid course between the wall of the 
town and the spot where he was to die. The inhabitants 
of Verolamium had flocked out in snch numbers to see the 
execution, that the "bridge" across the river was too 
crowded to give any chance of a passive for Alban and his 
escort; and the saint, leading his executioners down to the 
river, offered i^ a prayer to Heaven, and the water was 
miraculously divided, and they were thus enabled to pass 
over. They then, " accompanied by the multitude, 
ascended a hill, about five hundred paces (half a mUeJ 
from the town, adorned, or rather clothed, with all kinds 
of flowers, having its sides neither perpendicular nor even 
craggy, btit sloping down into a most beautiful plain." 
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There can be little doubt that what the writer of the I^end 
meant hy the bridge, was the embanked canseway etill 
existing, and probably when the body of the water was 
confined in the lake, that which was allowed to pass did 
form a very rapid stream. 

In the time of Bede the walls of Verulamiom were pro- 
bably standing in a nearly perfect state. The legend of 
St. Alban soon received additions, and amongst these is a 
statement which seems to show that the walls were adorned 
with slabs of marble and perhaps with inscriptions. After 
the saint had been executed, we are told, the inhabitants of 
Vemlamium, in order to perpetuate the memory of his dis- 
graceful end, inscribed the history of it on marble, and 
placed it upon the town walls;* subsequently, when the 
citizens were themselves converted to Christianity, they took 
this down, '* and in its place, and over the gates of their 
walls, they erected aqnare stones, inscribed with memorials 
of the triumphs of their newly-adopted religion." 

Years after the first building of the church of St. Al> 
ban's, the Mercian princes seem to Iiave ceased to frequent 
Kingsbury, and the church was deserted also and fell into 
decay. At length, in 790, King Offa, repentant for the 
murder of King Athelbert, sought to make his peace with 
heaven by founding a monastery, and fixed upon this site 

• In hujoB opprobrium et Chrietianorum terrarem, ut in anUqno ^ua 
i^one habetQT, VerolamieoMS ejoa martfriam nuumori inacripaerunt 
nuenibawgae Interuerunt. Camden, 
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for bis purpose. More bones were dug up, and these were 
miracoloiislj shown to be the eame relicti of the saint which 
had been lost since the first church was neglected. The 
buildings of Verulam again fiimished materials, the old 
church was enlarged, and monastic buildings were added. 
Over this house a long series of abbots presided, whose his- 
tory Irom time to time affords us curious glimpses of what 
was going on among the rains of Verulamium, In the 
time of King Edgar, the king's officers and fishermen, who 
had the care of the lake and the royal manor, were ao trou- 
blesome and oppressive to the monks, that the then abbot, 
AlMc, bought the lake from the crown, and cutting 
through the dam, at the place where the river now passes, 
let out the water in order that no ting might subsequently 
be tempted to seize upon it. This man's successor in the 
abbacy, named Aldred, relieved the monks &om another 
sort of disagreeable neighbours. The fosses and subterra- 
nean buildings of tie town, which latter appear to have 
been very extensive, and are described as running even 
under the water, were the resort of men and women of in- 
fiunous character, and of robbers fi\>m the neighbouring 
forests; to drive these away, Aldred caused the vaults and 
passages alluded to to be broken in or filled up with rub- 
bish, and he collected great quantities of tiles and stones 
with the design of building a new church. To obtain 
these he appears to have destroyed some of the public 
buildings. Moreover, we are told, he filled up a great cave 
f2 
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which had once been the abode of a fearful dragon, and 
wiiicliwas surrounded by a continuous hill, which was still 
remaining in the thirteenth century, when the place was 
known by the name of Wunnenhert." The next abbot, 
Eadmar, followed the example of his predecessor in break- 
ing up the buildings of Vemlamium, to collect whole bricks 
and squared stones for the building of a new church. It is 
recorded that in doing this he destroyed to the foundations 
a vast palace which stood in the middle of the city, besides 
demolishing other buildings, and in hia progress he laid 
open a small closet iu one of the walls in which were found 
s.tme ancient books. "Whether books were really found 
there or not, Eadmar took tlie occasion to publish a new 
and improved Ufe of St. Alban, which, to stamp it with 
authenticity, he declared to be translated from one of them. 
This abbot, in the course of his labours among the ancient 
ruins, found urns and amphorte, and vessels of glass, as 
well as altars of the ancient gods, and idols (i. e. bronzes), 
und coins. The idols he caused to be broken.f This was 

* Sp«cum qnoque protundisaicDum, moate continuo circuniBeptuin, 
cum speluuca tubtemiDea, quem quondam draoa iogena fecent et in- 
habitavit, id loco qui Wunnenhert dicitur, in qaantum potuit eipla. 
navit, lesligia tamen SBterna h&bitationu •erpentiDee dereliaquent. M. 
Paris, Viiffi Abbatum, p. 40. 

+ El cum abbiB memoraluB proftiadiora terrte obi civilatia Yepolamii 
appornerunt vestigia diligenter pencrutoretur, et aDtiqum tabalatna 
lapidoos cum t«gulit et colnmnis iDveniret, que eccledn fabricandn 
fuerunt necesmis sibi reservaret quam proposuit sancio martyri A1- 
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a usnal practice in the middle ages, when people belii^ved 
that the ancient bronzes and sculptures were the work of 
enchantment, and that tlie spell could only be destroyed by 
breaking them. The abbots also found among the ruins 
engraved gems and cameos, which were preserved to orna- 
ment a new shrine for the church. The next abbot, Leo- 
fiic, who lived in the time of King Athelred, was a 
charitable man, and sold the materials collected by his pre- 
decessors for the benefit of the poor. Of Eobert, the 
eight*tenth abbot of St. Alban's, it is recorded that he ob- 
tained an order from the king (Stephen) to destroy entirely 
the remains of the Saxon palace of Kingsbury, which had 
long been an eyesore to the monks, who were continually 
injured and oppressed by men who inhabited it under the 
title of servants of the king. It is probable that before 
this time the materials which abbot Leofric had sold were 
bought back, other materials were brought from the same 
unexhausted source, the ruined city, and with these the 
present noble church was built. From this time we hear 
no more of the excavations of the monks on the site of 



haao tabricare, inveaeruut fossores in fundAmeatis reterum ffidificionim 
et concBYitBlibus sabterranew urceoa et amphorua opere 6ctili et toraft- 
tili decenter compositaa, tasA quoque vitrea pulverem martuoruiD oonti- 
neDtia .... InTenUsant insuper &na temimtB, altaria subversa, et 
idoU, et aumiBioAtDm diveiss genera quibus utebantur. Et quie idola 
dolaenuit aoUqui oivea Vflrolamii iJolatne. Qa» omnia ex prfficepto 
abbtt^ ennt coEaminula, M. Parii, p. 41. 

f3 
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Venilamium, and it is probable that it has now presented 
for several centuries nearly the same appearance as at 
present. 

The city of Verulamium occupied the aide of a hill, 
sloping gently from the south-west to the north-east, whei-e 
it bordered on the lake. The circuit of the wall forms a 
long oval, about three quarters of a mile in length, and not 
quite half a mile broad. The road from London went on 
the line of the present Kilburn road, through Edgeware, to 
an intermediate Roman town named Sulloidaose, which is 
supposed to hare stood at Brockley hill, near Elatree ; and 
from thence in the same direct line to Verulamiimi, passing 
through the centre of the city. This road was the Watling 
Street of the Anglo-Saxons, and, as being one of the 
greatest towns upon it, Verulamium was sometimes called 
by them Watlingcester. The Watling Street between 
Edgeware and St. Alban's seems to have been deserted at 
an early period, probably, aa we may gather from allusions in 
Matthew Paris's Lives of the Abbots, because it was in- 
fested by banditti from the forest. 

The wall of the ancient city, as I have stated before, is 
accompanied by a deep foss, and in one or two places there 
is a second foas, apparently intended to strengthen the de- 
fences of the gateways. The wall is twelve leet thick, but 
it is no where sufficiently perfect to enable ua to judge of 
its original height. The mortar is composed of lime, small 
gravel, and coarse sand. The courses of bricks consist of 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



SITE OF VtRULAmCM. 55 

two, three, aud four rows, but three ia the prevailing 
namber. The wall is believed to have extended aU round, 
bat I am by no means satisfied that Veralamium waa not, 
like man}) other Roman towns, open to the wat«r. In the 
Saxon invasion it was perhaps taken by surprise; for if it 
had stood a siege we can hardly suppose but the besiegers 
would have hit upon the idea of drawing off the water of 
the lake by cutting the embankment. It is probable, from 
the condition of the walls, that they were destroyed bj the 
abbots to obtain building materials. 

The interior of the town, as may be supposed from its 
great extent, is divided into a number of fields, some of 
which are at present laid out as pastures. I am told that 
3t times the traces of streets may still be seen. Excava- 
tions in almost any part of the area would no doubt lead to 
interesting results. No remains of buildings are at present 
seen above ground; but floors and foundations, as stated 
before, may be traced in the hedge bottoms. Five jeaie 
ago, Mr. E. Grove Lowe, of St. Alban'a, observing some 
flints imbedded in mortar on the south-east side of the road 
leading to Gorhambury, between three and four hundred 
feet Irom the church, was tempted to commence an excava- 
tion, the result of which was the discovery of tiie ancient 
theatre, the lower part of the walls of which remained suf- 
ficiently perfect to allow of a plan being made. A notion 
of their appearance when first uncovered may be formed 
from the accompanying sketch, taken on the spot by Mr. 
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Fftirholt, who risitcd St. Alban's duriiig the i 
Behind the tit>es in the background is the church of St. 
Michael ; and to the left, above the houses of the adjoining 
bamlet, is seen the more distant tower of the abbey church. 
The next cut, also from a subject by Mr. FairMt, will 
give a better idea of the condition in which the outer wall 
was found. After the theatre had been excavated as far as 
circumstances would allow, the ground was filled in again, 
and when I recently visited the spot, it was covered with a 
flourishing crop of wheat. For our knowledge of it, there- 
fore, we must rest satisfied widj the excellent description 
published by Mr. Grove Lowe. 

Mr. Lowe states that, with a view tJi the preparation of 
a description of Verulamium (in which he had previously 
believed there were no remains of any structure, except the 
external defensive walls), his attention was directed in the 
autumn of 1847 to part of a road, which, till about twenty 
years ago, was the high road from London to Holyhead, 
but is now a private road from St. Alban's to Gorhamburyi 
the seat of the Earl of Vemlam — perhaps at this point it 
runs on the ancient Watling-street. He observed four or 
five flints embedded in mortar in the bank on the north-east 
side, and, on closer examination, an appearance that the 
road was, in one spot, actually composed of the foundation 
of a building. The fiints appeared to have formed part of 
the walls of a road-side house or bam ; but finding, on 
refereuce to old maps, that no building had for some 
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centuries stood on that site, lie conjeetnred they were of 
Roman construction. With Lord Verulam'a permisaion, he 
commenced an excaration, and foundations were soon laid 
open, which are shewn on the north-east side of the accom- 
panying Plan (marked 11). The carriage -wheels at one 
spot rolled on the foundation of a wall, unprotected by any 
layer of gravel : the road having been formed probably in 
the Saxon period over these remains, they have been 
protected from any fiirther disturbance. The removal of 
the accumulation of road-materials, hardened by Ihe traffic 
of so many centuries, was a very laborious operation. 
These foundations are 327 feet from the road to Hemel 
Hempstead, and a quarter of a mile to the north of the 
centre of Verulam. 

As soon as that excavation was completed, Mr. Lowe 
was informed that fr^ments of walls had been struck upon 
in ploughing the adjoining field; one of them was partly 
laid open, but that excavation was discontinued, in conse- 
quence of finding a labourer employed in taking up founda- 
tions in the same field, which, from their width, appeared 
to have belonged to some public edifice. Twu of the frag- 
ments were then liud open, and ascertiuned to form con- 
centric curves; and as soon as their radius could be 
measured, more than half a circle was observed to be de- 
fined by a gentle undulation round a slight hollow in the 
field. After the walls had been traced beyond a semicircle, 
much interest was excited to ascertain if they had belonged 
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to a theatre or ampliitbeatre: there waa a difficulty in 
coming to either concluaiou, do Romaa theatre having 
been previouBlj known to exceed a aemicircte, and the 
form of amphitheatres belief, not a circle, but an ellipse. 
At length one of the cross walls passing from the inner- 
most of the two outer walls to the st^e waa discovered, 
which clearly shewed the building waa intended for 
theatrical exhibitions. The great depth of the earth, and 
the insufficiency of pecuniary resources, prevented a fuller 
exploration of the third circular wall, and of an inner wall, 
which have only been l^d open at a few points. 

In consequence of the land on the north-east side of the 
road not being the property of Lord Verulam, and being 
in pasture, the first excavation was not pursued in that 
direction; consequently, so small a part of the foundation 
of the building in the road has been l^d open, that iw pur- 
pose cannot be ascertained. Its outer or south-west wall 
is parallel with the stage of the theatre, and at a distance 
of 49 feet from its most north-eastern wall. It commences 
opposite the centre of the theatre, and extends south-east 8d 
feet, beii^ six feet less than the semi-diameter of the 
theatre. The top of this foundation wall is 7 feet 6 inches 
below the presumed level of the corridor of the theatre. 
At 30 feet from its south-eastern end it ia perforated with 
a sewer (shown in the plan), the bottom of which being 
five feet below the lowest part of the theatre, it may 
have been connected with its drainage. It conhuned bones 
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of animals, mised Tiith sharp, coarse sand, evidently trans- 
ported by a rapid cnrrenL 

The foundations of all the theatre, except the innermost 
wall and one of the side rooms, haye been l^d open or satis- 
fectorily traced. Where in the plan a dark shade is shewn 
between the outlines, the foundations have not been dis- 
turbed lower than was necessary to obtain the first course 
of Roman tiles. Where walls are shown by a light shade, 
the earth has not been excaTated, or only loose building- 
rnbbish has been met with. 

The theatre of Verulam was 193 feet 3 inches in 
diameter. The two outer walls are on the plan of the 
Greek theatres; they comprise 240 degrees of a circle; 
between them was a corridor 9 feet wide. The corridor 
did not afford a continuous communication round the 
^eatre, for it was interrupted at the entrances by the stairs 
which crossed the corridor down into the lower part of the 
theatre, and also perhaps by walls where foundations are 
shown on the south-eastern side, which was most probably 
the position of the stairs ascending to the seats over the cor- 
ridor, but possibly of stairs descending to a passage to the 
stage under ihe spectators' seats, for the entry of characters 
appearing to come from the infernal regions. 

The stage contained only the limited apace of 46 feet 
long and 8 feet 9 inches deep. According to the principles 
which prevailed among the ancients it should have been 
about twice that length, and in a Greek theatre 9 feet, and 
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in a Roman theatre 16 feet, in depth. In all the ancient 
theatres, so far as can be ascertained, the walls connecting 
the front of the stage with the outer walls were in the same 
iine; but in the theatre of Verulam they slant 10 feet, 
gi-ring additional space to the theatre, by throwing back 
the stage fiirther from the centre than if the usual rules of 
conatruction had been obaerFed. The oblique direction of 
these walls afforded a better view of the performance from 
some of the side seats. Ten feet in width of the space be- 
tween what appears to have been the front of the stage and 
the cross wall 16 feet 6 inches from this supposed, front, 
is gtuned by the obliquity of the side walls. The use to 
which this space was devoted is not clearly apparent. As 
the external form of the building accords with the Grecian 
model, the internal arrangements were probably adapted to 
the entertainments represented in the theatres of that 
mition, and this space may have been devoted to the 
chorus, and so have rendered the limited area of the stage 
sufficient for the other actors; or, as was usual in the theatres 
of the great cities of the Macedonian ^e, it may ha^e formed 
a lower stage for mimes, musicians, and dancers. It is 
possible, however, that it contained the seats of persons of 
the very highest rank. The wall shovra on the north-west 
side of that space is only a covered sewer. 

At the east part of the theatre at Verulamium (7) was a 
room with a coarse tessellated pavement without any pattern, 
composed of tesserse of brick about 1 inch square, placed on 
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s vety thin lajer of concrete. This weis one of the 
rooms nsnally found at the sides of the stage of ancient 
theatres for the use of the peribmiBrB. The foundations of 

a corresponding room on the west side of the stage have not 
been found. The ground natur&Uy sloped to the north, 
and has been raised by an accumnlation of soil and build- 
ing-rubbish, which may account for the failure of the en- 
deavoiiTB to discover the foundations of that room, and of 
the portico and coloimade, which were uBuallj placed at 
the back of the ancient theatres, as a refuge forthe audience 
from rain. At this latter point, however, were di^ up two 
fragments, parts of columns, 24^ inches ia diameter, of the 
fosail ifero us oolite called Caen stone, but tbund in some 
parts of England. These are the only pieces of carved 
stone which can betraced to Yerulamium. Many varieties of 
sandstone and limestone appear to have been used in the 
construction of the theatre, as well as slabs of white 
nmrble ^ of an inch thick. 

The outer wall of the theatre was 5 feet 10 inches thick, 
the second waU 3 feet 6 inches, the scena 2 feet 6 inches, 
and all the other walls 2 feet thick. The external wall of 
the building in the road varied from 7 to 2 feet thick. 
They were all constructed with the same materials; the 
foundation was composed of flints and a few pieces of 
chalk, on which, on the natural level of the site, was laid a 
horizontal course of two or three Eoman tiles. At one point 
this course has not been removed, and upon it i 
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fragment, two feethigh, of a wall of flints, cut and faced, eo 
tliat three feet may Kave intervened, as in the citj walls, be- 
tween the bonding courses of tiles. Tiles were also used 
at the <]noins. The mortar tised in the walls was of the 
usual materials, lime and eand and small stones ; but the 
sides of the walls in the road were filled in, where the 
earth had been removed in digging the foundations, with 
mortar partly, btjt in very varying proportions, composed 
of pounded tiJe, imparting to the mortar a pink colour. 
Loose pieces of the same coloured mortar were frequently 
met with in excavating the theatre; but it appears not to 
have been used in the walls. Mortar of this kind was 
commonly used by the Romans. 

There is some difference in the construction of the de- 
fensive walls of the city, and those of its internal build- 
ings. The flints appear in the former to have been 
less careflilly feced, and the interior is in a great measure 
composed of water-worn fragments of Hint. The materiab 
were laid in all the walls 'ivith mortar of the same consistence 
as that now used, which was left at intervals to dry, so as 
to prevent bulging. 

An entrance at the centre, opposite the stage, and 
another on the east side, have been partially laid open ; but 
no trace is discoverable of the corresponding entrance on the 
west side, in consequence of lie foundation of the inner- 
most of the two outer walls having been obliterated at that 
part of the theatre. The entrances immediately after pass- 
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tng through the arch or door in the outer wall, descended 
down an incline, probably having steps (the innermost of 
the two outer walls being cut away to the depth of 2 feet 
3 iuchea), to the lower rows of the gallery. The seats 
over the corridor, aad perhaps some of the upper rows in 
the gallery, were over the entrances. The front entrance 
is seven feet, and the side entrance ten feet wide. 

The space over the corridor being twelve feet wide, in- 
cluding the thickness of the top of the inner wall, might 
contain three or four rows of seats ; fourteen other rows 
of seats might be contained in the space thirty-three feet 
wide between the corridor and the outermost of the two 
inner walls; and the two innermost walls might have 
fiirnished room for two other rows, making altogether 
twenty rows, which would require an elevation of. about 
twenty-five feet. Thus, the orchestra being t«n feet below 
the level of the corridor, the highest seat over the latter 
must have been fifteen feet above that leveL 

The fourth wall is only shewn in the plan where it is laid 
open in three places, at from six to two feet distance from 
the third circular wall. It probably formed a separation 
for some privileged class. The space it surrounded was the 
orchestra for the seats of the most distinguished persons. 

The discovery of many fragments of roof-tilea suggested 
the possibility that there might have been a roof; but in 
that case we should hardly have found within the theatre the 
sewer before alluded to. 
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All the walls of the theatre (except perhaps the exterior) 
were painted in fresco. The waUs were firet plastered with 
mortar, some of it being the pink mortttr described, one or 
even upwards of two inches thick in one coat. Onl^ one 
fragment has been met with composed of two coats. The 
mortar was reduced to a perfectly even surface; on this 
was laid a covering of the finest mortar, perfectly white, 
seldom thicker than card-paper; and on this, while both 
the coatings of mortar remained wet, were lud mineral 
water-colours, which adhered to, and dried witb it, and in 
a slight degree added to the durability of the surface- 
The colours being native colours, and not artificially pre- 
pared, time and damp cannot affect them; and so, as long 
as the mortar retains its surface, the colours remain unin- 
jured. Walls painted in fresco were generally covered 
with an encaustic varnish composed of Punic was, 
tempered with a little oil; this being warmed with an 
iron pan, adhered to the mortar, which was then polished 
by being rubbed with a cloth ; but no trace of any such 
process was apparent on the fresco puntii^ of this theatre. 
The fragments found most have been for centuries exposed 
to the action of sun, and wet, and frost, and subsequently 
to tlie damp of the eartli; yet, afl«r a lapse of fifteen 
centuries since these colours were used, most of them re- 
main uninjured, They are chiefly red and blue verditer, 
but many other shades are used. The prevailing pattern 
ran in broad lines, and probably formed compartments, or 
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panels, as usually fouad <m ancient fresco walls. Some of 
the lines formiog the panels are excellent imitations of 
porphyry. 

As is usual in all early buildings in England, there 
had been an accumnlation of earth ronnd the walls of 
the theatre previous to their demolition. For when on 
that occasion the workmen removed the lowest layer of 
tiles, which was about the natural level of the site, the 
earth immediately fell in, or was thrown over the founds* 
tions, which had not subsequently either been trodden 
upon, or exposed to the weather, the mortar being leil quite 
sharp and uninjured. From these facts we may safely 
infer, that some centuries had elapsed between the de- 
sertion and demolition; though, from the good preservation 
of the painted mortar on the walls, we might have inferred 
that they had not for so long a period been exposed to the 
severe frosts of this latitude. The cavea of the theatre is 
filled with artificial' soil nine feet deep, some of which may 
have been brought there ; though it is difficult to estimate 
how for it might have resulted from the levelliag power of 
the plough and harrow, and wind and rain. 

The only relics met with during the excavations were a 
brass fibula, or brooch, having apparently an enamelled 
centre, a few fragments of green glass, and a great variety 
of broken pottery ; and a hundred and sevsnty-one coins 
were found scattered about the area. They range through 
the whole period of the Boman occupation of the island. 
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down to the reign of Arcadins (the beginning of the fifth 
■ century).* This discovery of money thus ecattered over 
all Roman sites, is one of those extraordinary circum- 
stances of which we have as yet been able to find no satis- 
factory explanation. 

I have given a more detailed account of this inte- 
resting memorial of the manners and tastes of the in- 
habitants of ancient Vemlamium, as it is the only Roman 
theatre yet discovered in our bland; and the circum. 
stance of its being built on the model of the Grecian 
theatres is in itself curious. One square block of masonry 
by the road side has been kept uncovered, and marks, pro- 
bably, the principal entrance; it has the appearance of 

1 belonged to the 
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having supported a column. It is very remarkable that 
tbie theatre holds just the same local position in Terula- 
mium as that of the theatre in Pompeii, both with r^ard 
to the town, which was not unlike Pompeii in form, and to 
tlie lake, which here supplied the place of the sea. The road 
to Grorhambury appears, from discoveries beneath it, to oc- 
cupy the site of the Roman street from which the theatre was 
entered. On the other side of this street, immediately in 
iace of the theatre, were found, as I have before stated, the 
walls of another public building, apparently of aome impor- 
tance, but it could not be traced, inasmuch as Mr. Grove 
Lowe had not then obttuned permission to dig in the adjoin- 
ing field. That field is now a pasture, and its inequahties 
leave no room for doubting that it covers interestii^ re- 
mains. Opposite the theatre, on the edge of the ancient 
lake, are traces of an advanced embankment of earth, pro- 
bably a small pier or jetty for pleaaure-boata on the watei-. 
I have said that there appears to have been a long inter- 
mission of the destruction of the remains of Verulamium 
since the monies of St. Alban'a last gathered their building 
materials from the ruins. Alas ! they are now seriously 
threatened by modem vandalism. A " Freehold Land 
Society " has come into existence, the professed object of 
which is to make small freehold estates, to create voters to 
influence the county elections. Accidental circumstances 
have enabled the gentlemen of this Society to purchase a 
large portion of the site of Yerulamium, and unfortunately 
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that portion which contains the most intereating part of the 
walls aod fosses of llie aadent city. They are prepared, 
we are told, to root tip all these time-hallowed vestiges of 
the greatness of ancient days. I can only offer up a prayer 
that some imibreseen event may interfere with their ruth- 
less and unpatriotic designs. 
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A VISIT TO THE GRAVES OF THE FOLLOWERS OF HEHGIST AND 
HOBS A. 

It was, according to the most probable cslcalations, in 
one of the juara between 440 oad 450, that a foity of 
■warriors from the coast of Friesland — " pirates " some call 
them, but in those days the disttnction was not veiy easily 
made, and we can now see little difference, in this respect, 
betwsun the conquests of a Cwsar or of a Hengist — swept 
over that sea which their own minstrels designated by the 
expressive epithet of the " whale's bath," and obtained pos- 
session of the Isle of Thanet. The tradition — perhaps we 
may caU it the &ble — of a^r ages, said that they were 
led by two chiefs named Heagist and Horsa; that they 
had been banished from their own country, and that they 
came hither at the invitation of the Britons, who sought 
their assistance against domestic enemies. The commcmly 
received story of Hen^st and Horsa wiU, however, hardly 
bear a critical examination, and those worthies appear t« 
have belonged rather to the mythic poetry of the heroic 
ages of the north, than to the sober annals of Saxon war- 
fare in our island. The names are nearly synonymous in 
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meaniog, each signifying a horse, an animal reveienced by 
the people of whom we are apeating, who carried it on 
their Btaodard, and in this sense it may be perfectly true 
that the settlers in the Isle of Thanet were, in this expe- 
dition of conquest and colonisation, the followers of 
Hengist and of Horsa. 

At this time, England had been for many generations a 
Roman province, covered with Roman towns and villas, 
and inhabited by Romans and Romanised natives, who 
used Roman manners and customs, and spoke the Latin 
tongue. The Isle of Thanet was, in these early ages, sepa- 
rated from the rest of Kent by a more considerable river 
than at present, and by what was then more like an 
estuary of the sea than a mere succession of marshes and 
morasses. On the south, this was defended by the strong 
Roman post of Richborough, or, as it was then called, Ru- 
tupiiB, the grand port of entry of the Romans into Britain, 
and the spot &om whence their luxurious tables were sup- 
plied with the choicest oysters, the sheUs of which are still 
scattered in profusion among the pottery and other remains 
which the epade of the husbandman, or the pick of the 
" navvy," is constantly turning up. On the north stood 
the no leas formidable station of R^;ulbium, the remains of 
which are now knowu by the name of Reculver. We know 
little of the manner in which the Isle of Thanet was occu- 
pied by the Romans; no towns are mentioned there in 
their itineraries, but the number of Roman coins and other 
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BDtiquitieB found in la;Fmg the foundations of Ramsgate 
pier, and the remains of the Roman burial places in the 
neighbourhood, prove that that great people must have had 
a settlement of some importance at Ram^ate, and their 
presence has been traced by aimilar memorials in the 
neighbourhood of Minster, 

It was at Ebbsfleet, or, in other words, in the port of 
Richborough, that the followers of Hen^st and Horsa came 
to land. The Saxon £eets had long infested the eastern 
shores of BritMn with thrir incursions, and, in the long 
seriea of usurpations of the imperial title by govemora of 
the island during the latter period of Roman sway, the 
Sason and Roman ships had irequently ridden side by side 
in friendly alliance. In fact, it is probable that the 
Komano-British navy consisted in a greater degree than we 
suppose of Saxon mariners. It is not mthkely that they 
had formed settlements on the eastern coast, called after 
them the Itttus Sa^onk^m, long before the Roman legions 
bad relinquished the island. Richborough, the chief 
station of the Roman navy, would be the last post deserted ; 
and a comparison of various traditions on the subject, with 
the few facts that are known, would lead us to suppose that 
these Saxon settlers came rather as the allies of the Ro- 
muis than under any other character, and that they 
estabhshed themselves in Thanet under the protection of 
Regulbium and Eutupite, rather than in fear of those strong 
fortresses. As the support of the Roman power was 
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eventually withdrawn, supremacj in the province of Britun 
was left to be contended for in a oonfoaed struggle between 
the new Saxon settlers, the older and more civilised Eo- 
manu-British population, and the barbarian Picts and Scots 
of the north. It ie not improbable even that much of the 
Bomim population, who had been long accustomed to fight 
under the same banner with the Saxone in support of their 
own usurpers, joined with them in this new struggle for 
power; the two peoples must have been long in the habit 
of mixing together; along the Saxon coast the population 
was probably a m^Ue of the two ; even Roman It^ons in 
Britain consisted in some instances of Saxon, or at least of 
German soldiers ; and when the followers of Hengist and 
Horsa had obttuned an acknowledged right to the Isle of 
Thanet, their numbers and strength were soon increased 
by fresh arrivals from their native country. When the 
Roman eagle at last bid adieu to the shores of Britain, it is 
likely enough that Rutupbs and Regulbium wer« left 
in their possession, and from thence, after their occupation 
had been for a brief period restricted to the Isle of Thanet, 
they issued forth to make themselves masters of a more 
extensive domain, the chief seat of which was established 
at the Roman city of Durobemum, to which the Saxons 
gave the name of Cantwara-byrig, or the city of the 
Kentish men, which it still retains under the slightly al- 
tered form of Canterbury, We have proofs that in 
the Isle of Thanet itself the Saxon settlers intennixed with 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



EOAD FROM CAHTEBBURT TO RAMSQATE. 73 

the Bomaa population, in the circumatanee which will be 
noticed further on, that the two peoples are found burying 
in the same cemeteries ; and it appears that Eichborot^h 
and Keculver were favourite residences of the first Kentish 
kings BubsequenUy to the adoption of Canterbiuy as their 
capital. Bichborough still continued to be the port of 
commiinioation with Gaul. 

Within a few years Canterbury and Bam^^ate have been 
joined together by one of those wonderfal structures pecu- 
liar to modem society, a railway, and one which from the 
nature of the ground over which it runs affords as great a 
proportion of interesting views as almost any other line of 
the same length. You leave Canterbury amid the rich 
and varied scenery so commoa to the Kentish districts, 
which continues until, aA«r passing the station of Grove 
Ferry, you touch upon the extensive marshes which sepa- 
rate Thanet from the rest of Kent. At a short distance 
fiirther the view each way becomes more extensive, and 
you see at once distinctly to the left the twin towers, the 
only remaning portion of the monastic establishment which 
formerly occupied the area of the Roman fortress at 
Reculver, and in the opposite direction the Roman 
walls of Richborough. The scenery is again more pic- 
turesque as you approach Minster, and after passing 
that station the ground becomes more and more uneven, 
untU, within little more than a mUe of .Ramsgate, the 
railway passes through a deep cutting in the chalk hills. 
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This hill is called Osengall downs; its old name was 
Oseadou. 

A pleassDt walk of about a mile and a half brings the 
visitor &om Ramsgate to the top of Osengall downs, and 
is well repaid b; the m^;mflcent prospect it affords. It is 
EtiU open ground, the only habitation being a. house known 
by the name of the Lord-of-the-Manor, which it bore re- 
cently as a public-house, but it is now a private residence. 
On one side of the railway cutting the ground was covered, 
when I visited it io 1847, with a crop of sainfoin, on the 
other a field of sprouting com lent it a hue of brighter 
green, but no outward marks gave reason for suspecting 
that anything lay under the surface, more than is found 
under similar circumstances elsewhere, when the operation 
of culling for the railway about two years before our visit 
led to the discovery that the whole summit of the hill is 
covered with the graves of the early Saxon settlers in the 
Isle of Thanet. Within the narrow space of the railway 
cutting about two hundred graves are supposed to have 
been destroyed, and their contents were thrown heedlessly 
and confusedly into the immense heap of chalk and soil 
cleared out of the excavation, with the exception of a com- 
paratively small number of interesting articles which found 
their way into the hands of Mr. W. H, Rolfe, of Sandwich, 
one of the most zealous antiquarian investigators and col- 
lectors in this part of Kent. Mr. Eolfe's attention was im- 
mediately called to the spot, and, through his exertions and 
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intelligence only, the true extent of the disouvety waa made 
koown to ecience. The graves cut through by the rail- 
way workmen appear to bear an exceedingly small pro- 
portion to those which stiU lie thickly scattered under the 
ground which is untouched, and which are filled with 
articles that are of value, because they enable us to judge 
of the condition and manners of our forefathers at this re- 
mote period, Mr. Eolfe immediately obtiuned a full and 
exclusive permission to excavate in every part of this now 
interesting spot, and in the previous summer, with the 
assistance of Mr. C. Eoach Smith, he opened a number of 
graves, the produce of which ftilly repaid him for his 
labour. In the spring of 1847, it was determined to renew 
these operations, and Mr. Smith and myself were invited 
again to assist, for which purpose we assembled with two 
or three antiquarian friends at the hospitable house of Mr. 
Rolfe, at Sandwich, from whence we proceeded each day 
to the scene of oux labours, which began on the morning of 
the 3rd of May. 

The ride front Sandwich to Osengall, on a clear day, is 
exceedingly fine. The distance is somewhat less than six 
miles. At first the character of the scenery, and especially 
the back view upon the town of Sandwich, is purely 
Flemish. The only remarkable rising ground is the hill 
to the left, on the summit of which the dark skeleton of 
Roman Richborough frowns in silent and melancholy 
grandeur, a weather-beaten memorial of times and people 
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whose Btory is now involved in almost impenetrable 
myateiy. When we visited the ruine of Kichborough on 

the preceding evening, the voice of a lone nightingale was 
the only watchword to the warriors who have so long re- 
posed in peace under its green sod. This morning, as 
we passed it on our way, a long line of white curling 
vapour marked the progress of a ballast train on the rail- 
way then constructing immediately beneath it at the foot 
of the hill, until it gradually disappeared among the dis- 
tant trees, over which, a little further on, might be seen 
the tower of Minster church. Not far beyond £ichbo- 
Tough, on the flat ground below, we percdved,on the same 
side of the road, a lai^ tumulns or barrow, which (as this 
is supposed by some to have been the mode of burial with 
which, among the Romans, those who fell in battle were 
more especiaUy honoured), perhaps covers the bones of a 
Roman officer who fell in some of the combats in which 
the Eutupian garrison had partaken. Hitherto the pro- 
spect lies open only to the left; to the right low uninterest- 
ing ground, through which the muddy, tortuous Stour drags 
its coarse, is easily concealed by a few houses, or stunted 
plantations. But as these disappear, and the road sud- 
denly approaches nearer the sea shore, the waters of Peg- 
well bay open before us, and a long line of distant cliffs, 
linated by Bamsgate pier and the shipping in Ramsgate 
aour, form a bold feature in the view. A atrip of low 
swampy ground, dangerous at some periods of the 
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year to those who are betrayed into it, and even now en- 
livened only by the blue dress of an occasional coast- 
goards-man, picking his way in search of smugglers, by 
whom this coast has long been infested, separates the 
sea from the road on whicJi we were travelling. As we 
pass a tavern, called from its position between Sandwich 
and Bam^ate the Half-way House, the road, which be- 
fore had no other he<^ than a few bushes of blackthorn, 
on this occasion whitened with blossom, begins to be bor- 
dered with hawthorn hedges, and we commence a gradual 
ascent, during which the prospect to the left is cut off by 
the rising hill, but to the right and behind us the view be- 
comes more glorious at every step. Richborough still 
continues to present itself as a bold feature in the land- 
scape, and beyond it lies Sandwich, and the line of coast 
stretching out towards Deal. Higher up, the distant line of 
the Kentish hills offers itself to our view, and the prospect 
extends over the sea to the Downs, and to the remoter coast 
of France; and when, at length, we reach the spot on 
which the followers of Henjpst and Horsa were buried, with 
the same magnificent prospect towards the sea, the line of 
the Kentish >iillB becomes more extensive inland, and the 
towersofCanterbury Cathedral are added to the intermediate 
landscape; a noble burial-place for men whose birthright it 
was to play with the ocean, and who had bo recently made 
themselves masters of the valleys that lay extended below. 
When we reached Oeengall we found that the workmen 
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hkd already opened three or four graves, to within about a 
foot of the bottom, at which point they were directed to 

leave them till our arrival. The graves are dug into the 
chalk, on an average not more than four feet deep, and 
often less. They lay apparently in rows, and were, no 
doubt, ori^nally covered, like the Saxon graves in other 
parts of the island, with low mounds or barrowe, which 
haye been levelled with the surrounding eoil by the action 
of wind and weather, in this exposed situation, during so 
long a period. Our method of finding them was, to dig 
trenches on the ground to the surface of the solid chatk, in 
which they were cat. Along the edges ofthe railway cutting, 
graves half destroyed might be traced here and there as 
dips in the line of chalk. 

The first grave we examined proved to be an extremely 
interesting one. It contained three skeletons, evidently 
those of a man, a woman, and a child of about thirteen 
or fourteen years of age. All three were laid on the floor 
of the grave, arm in arm, in a posture which conld not but 
give us Em advantageous opinion of the domestic and af- 
fectionate character of our earUestAnglo-Sason forefathers; 
the mother occupied the middle of the grave, with her 
husband to the right, and a large iron spear-head in good 

ation, literally separated their mouths. The stuOs 

ch of the bones were tolerably well preserved, but 
Its, and most of the articles of wood and iron, could 
traced by masses of black and dark brown powder. 
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into vUcli they had been reduced hy the process of decom- 
position. Beneiith the chin of the man lay one large bead 
of amber, and at his waiat was found the buckle of bis 
belt, and the small knife which generally accompanies the 
bodies of the Anglo-Saxons. The lady had astring of amber 
beads round her neck ; and a bronze pin found in front, & 
little below her waist, appeared to have fastened the lower 
part of her mantle. The proiiision of beads of amber 
and glass, which had been twisted round the neck of the 
child, led us to suppose that it was a girl, although 
it had also a small knife by its side. A pair of bronze 
tweezers (such as are not unfrequently found in Anglo- 
Saxon barrows, and appear to have been used for eradi- 
cating hairs from the person'], and a few iragments of less 
importance, were found in this grave. 

There can be no doubt that these three bodies were in- 
terred at the same time, and the imagination is left to seek 
a cause to account for their simultaneous death, which 
must have occurred in consequence of some epidemic dis- 
ease, or by violence. Perhaps the whole fiunily may have 
been murdered in their house, in some sudden piratical 
attack, to which dweUers on the coast were then constantly 
exposed, and, when the invaders had been driven away, 
their friends had laid them thus in one grave. A grave 
we opened the next day also contained the skeletons of a 
male and female, the lady being placed in this instance on 
the right hand of her husband, whose forehead rested upon 
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her cheek. On her breast lay an elegant round brooch of 
eilvet-gilt, Bet with garnets, and in a perfect Btate of pre- 
servation. In this instance, the greatest number of beads 
were round the neck of the husband, and a very peculiar 
and fanciiid-formed sword which lay by his side, would 
lead us to suppose that he was a primitive exquisite of the 
first magnitude. The brooch would seem to shew that the 
lady also had been dressed in a superior style of elegance 
to most of the tenants of the surrounding sepulchres which 
we had yet opened. I am informed by a phrenologist, who 
examined the head of one of the ladies, which was rather 
ungaUantly carried off by one of our party, that it es- 
hibited a large development of the organ of tune — some 
lady minstrel of Anglo-Saxon song. 

Another rather large grave appeared to have contained 

three skeletons, amoi^ which were traced by the skulls 

those of an old man and a child. Two of these, instead of 

being laid flat on the floor, seemed to have been placed in a 

reclining position, with their back against the two ends of 

the grave, and almost sitting. With these exceptions, each 

of the graves we opened contained but a single skeleton) 

which appeared generally to he that of a man. One had 

been buried with a fine shield, of which the large boss, 

the other parts composed of iron, remained. He 

d to have had no spear, and his sword had crombled 

lust. But the position of the iron-work of the shield 

;d us to correct an error of the old antiquaries, who 
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supposed one portion of it (which has been often taken 
&om Saxon barrows) to have been the bracing of a bow. 
It 1b remarkable that among the numeroos weapons found 
in Saxon graves, no traces have ^et been found either of 
bows and arrows or of the battleaxes and " long knives '' 
with which traditionary hletot^ (so often in error) arms 
our Saxon fore&thers. Our researches furnished a 
number of articles, which were all safely deposited in Mr. 
Bolfe's extensive miiseum. One of the graves we opened 
the second day was an unusually large one, measuring 
between nine and ten feet in length, and five or six feet 
deep. The body of one man had been laid in the middle, 
the head and shoulders resting on a pillow of green sod. At 
his left side lay a spear, rather more than seven feet long, 
of which the head and the iron tip or ferule at the other 
extremity were very perfect. The head of the spear was 
large and of an ornamental shape. The decomposed wood 
of the shaft could be distinctly traced in its whole length. 
The bones of this body were almost entirely decayed, but 
his skull evidently lay close by the spear-head, and the 
fragments of his heel bones lay within four inches of its 
lower extremity, so that he can have hardly been less than 
six feet six inches in height. He was probably some tall 
and powerful warrior of his tribe, who had been honoured 
with a large grave and other marks of distinction. His 
knife was found, in an advanced state of decomposition, 
broken into two or three pieces, and mere heaps of black 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



82 WANDEEINGS OF AN AMTIQUAKT. 

powder marked where the sword and a cwusiderable 
□umber of other articles had once lain. Bronze, silrer, 
andgold,are the only metals which are found unaffected by 
the decay incident to tJiH long lapse of time during which 
th«y have been deposited in the chalk. 

AAer three days' labour, and having opened about 
thirteen graves, we left the remainder for some future 
occasion. About the same number were opened the pre- 
ceding year. In one of these was found a beautifiil pair of 
bronze scales, deUcately shaped, and a complete set of 
weights formed out of Roman coins. In another, the de- 
ceased had been buried with his purse, which contained 
two of the early Saxon coins called sceattas, and a gold 
Byzantine coin, fresh almost as when it came from the 
mint of the Emperor Justin, who reigned from 518 to 527. 
This at once points to the date of the interment, and at the 
same time proves that the Anglo-Saxons at this early 
period, instead of being an obscure people engaged in des- 
perate warfare with a British population, which had often 
the mastery over them, were in some sort of intercourse 
with far distant parts of the world. An interesting dis- 
covery of another description was made in the former exca- 
vations among these graves. Mr. Eolfe opened one which 
was decidedly Roman, and another opened by the railway 
excavators contained a Roman leaden coffin, such as have 
been found at Colchester and elsewhere, but have never 
before been met with in a Saxon place of sepulture. It is 
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now in the poasession of Mr. Bolfe. In both theee graves 
the interments had been made in the Roman and not in the 
Saxon manner, so that no doubt can remain on our minds 
(if the fact, that a Koman and a Saxon population lived 
Gimultaneouslj', and probably mixed together, in the Isle 
of Thanet. Further researches on this spot will, doubtless, 
place this circumstance in a stilt clearer light; and it is to 
be hoped that within no long period the whole of these 
graves will have been examined. They evidently belong 
to the latter part of the fifth and the sixth centuries, and 
their contents illustrate a period of the history of our 
island concerning which we have no other authentic re- 
cord. Their peculiar interest arises irom &e circumstance 
that it was the custom of the Anglo-Saxons, before their 
conversion to Christianity, to bury the dead in their best 
garments, with their arms and personal ornaments, and 
with every variety of implement or utensil to which they 
had shown any attachment. 

It is after all but a melancholy way of making acquaint- 
ance with our forefathers of thirteen centuries ago, by rais- 
ing from the grave the bones which are no longer able to 
tell us their history — and could they rise and see what is 
going on around, their astonishment would, doubtless, be 
equal with or greater than ours. The outline of the 
landscape is the same, and the green sea lies before them as 
of old. They would see ^ain the distant white cliffs of 
France, which they had known as a friendly shore, in- 
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habited by a kindred race, but it wotild require some 
explaoation to make them understand how the political 
feuds and Dational hostilitieB of six or seven centuries had 
made the two peoples " satnral enemies." They might even 
recognise in the battered walls of Richborough the remains 
of the proud fortress on which they had so often gazed, when 
the Roman or Saxon garrison issued from its uninjured 
gat«s. But they would be ready to shrink back into their 
graves when they saw its new neighbour, Sandwich, as well 
as their newer neighbour Ram^ate, with its protectii^ pier 
and harbour, the majestic shipping with which those well- 
known waves are now covered, the altered garb and phy- 
siognomy of their countrymen, and above all that smoking, 
rumbling, railway train, which was the first cause of dis- 
turbing them from their slumber of ages. 



\ 
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SANDWICB, AND THE BCINS OF RUTUPLC. 

No one with any feelings of respect for antiquities should 
leave the spot I have been last describing witliout visiting 
Sandwich and its neighbour Eichborougb. The church of 
St. Clement, in Sandwich, remarkable for its fine Norman 
st«eple, stands on the highest part of ground which rises 
out of the snrrounding flat, and, from the circumstance 
that urns and other articles have bpen found in the 
churchyard, it is supposed to occupy the sit« of the — or at 
least of a— cemetery of the Roman town of Rutupiie. In 
fact, in its position, in the circumstance that it is separated 
from the Roman town by water, and in some other parti- 
culars, this church bears the same relation to the ruins of 
Rutupite, that the abbey of St. Alban's does to that of 
Tenilamium. Below the original church the habitations 
arose which received the name of Sandwic, or the village 
on the sands. When this happened it b impossible to say 
but it was no doubt soon alter the conversion of the Saxons 
to Christianity; for St. Augiosline, who arrived in the Isle 
of Thanet in 597, is understood to have landed at Richbo- 
tough, while Wilfred of York, on his return from the con- 
tinent in 665 or 666, that is, only seventy years after, put 
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in at the port of Sandwich (in porlum Sartdwic), wMcb 
would seem to indicate that the sea was already retiring 
rapidlj from the former port, Richborough appears to have 
been soon afterwards deserted, and at the close of the 
Saxon period Sandwich was already known as " the most 
famous of all the ports of England."* 

This town was made one of the principal cinqae ports, 
and during the Norman period, and the age immediately 
subsequent, the name of Sandwich is connected with many 
of the most remarkable events in English history. It was 
the grand point of embarkation for France, and here our 
kings generally assembled their armies for transportation to 
the continent. But the same cause which destroyed the 
port of Richborough was gradually producing its effects 
upon that of Sandwich, and towards the end of the fifteenth 
century, the harbour began to be choked up with the 
accumulation of sands. A lai^ ship belongii^g to Pope 
Paulus IV., sunk at the mouth of the port, at length com- 
pleted the work of destruction, by forming a nucleus for 
the sand and mud, which soon blocked up the haven, so that 
it could no longer be entered by ships of any burden. 
The town of Sandwich thus lost its importance and 
activity, and was only supported by the manufactures 
established by French and Flemish fugitives, who had fled 
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hither from the religious persecution which threatened 
them at home. Sandwich has thus become a very dull and 
lifeless town, and it presents in itself few attractions to the 
■riaitor. Its ancient walls aud ramparts have been made 
into an agreeable walk which runs rouad the town, and the 
side facing the Stour, with the old gateway towers, has a 
quaint, antique appearance, and in the interior of the town 
there are some good samples of old street architecture. 
The wood carving on a house in Strand Street may be 
especially pointed out ; and another ancient house in the 
same street, said to have been occupied by queen Elizabeth 
when she visited this town in 1572, contains a room of 
that period with an extraordinarily fine carved chinmey- 
piece. In a house in Lucksboat Street there are twenty- 
two panels in oak, with very spirited carvings of grotesque 
heads, snppossd to be of the time of Henry VIII. 

The ground immediately round Sandwich is remarkably 
flat, and the bank on which ancient Rutupite stood, though 
of no great elevation, rises boldly out of it. The road from 
Sandwich to Canterbury leaves the former town by its 
western extremity, and at a very abort distance from die 
town we tnm off by a cart road to the right and pursue the 
banks of the river, which has here cut itself a steep narrow 
channel, and runs in a very winding course. Long before 
we reach them, the walls of Eichborough present them- 
selves to our view, crowning the eastern edge of a hill, 
which on this side is broken into a precipitous cliff, but 
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whicli rises to the westward, and tbea slopes gradually into 
the plain. From the spot on which we are now standing, 
and Jrom which my sketch was taken, we may form a good 
m of the position of the Roman city. The two parallel 
a on the hill before us form the south and nortli walls 
iie square caslntm or citadel. The higher part of tie 
to the left is the site of the Roman amphitheatre ; and 
nd the citadel, the back part of the hill between it uid 
uuphitheAtre, on the slope towards the country in the 
ior, appears to have been occupied by the town. The 
in the foreground was probably covered with water. 
: low ground extends to the distant hiUe seen to the 
t of Eichborough. Our sketch is bounded by Pegwdl 
, with the cliffs towards Ramsgate, and Ramsgate pier 
itinctly seen in the extreme dist&nce. The high part 
be hill above Ramsgate is Osengall, the site of the 
r Saxon cemetery. 

ollowing the pathway which runs at first by the side 
lie river, here seen at low water, we soon cross the 
TOy from Sandwich to Minster, and begin to ascend the 
c. Our road now lies along a footpath, on the edge 
le cliff, which was cut away extensively to obtain sand 
lie railway, and we soon approach the southern wall, 
■M cannot foil ta strike the visitor who beholds it for 
first time, by its imposing grandeur. But it is the 
h' wall which is the most perfect, extending five 
ired and sixty feet, and rising in some parts to a 
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height of nearly thirty feet, which was probably near, if 
not quite, the original elevation. The facing is extremely 
perfect, and presents an imposing example of Roman 
masonry, consisting of regular layers of squared stoni^s, 
with bonding courses of red aad yellow tiles, of the form 
constantly found in Roman buildii^. The first of these 
bonding courses commences at about five feet from the 
-original foot of the wall (as it has been ascertained by es- 
cavations), and they are repealed upwards at distances 
varying troia three feet three inches to four feet three 
inches. On this side the wall had been overgrown with 
lai^ masses of ivy, some of which remains, but much 
has been cut away, and thus many peculiarities of the 
building, not previously observed, have been exposed to 
view. In the interior, the facing of the wall appears to 
have been composed entirely of fiinta, arranged in regular 
layers, with sii^le bonding courses of tUes. The walls are 
at the bott^nn between eleven and twelve feet thick, and 
diminish slightly towards the top. 

The walls of the castrum or citadel form a parallelogram, 
placed nearly north and Boath and east and west, as will 
be seen by the accompanying plan. Of the north wall 
about four hundred and forty-one feet remain standing; 
and about two hundred and sixty-four feet of the south 
wall. Rather a large portion of the western waU 
has been broken down. The latter was, when perfect, 
four hundred and sixty feet long; and the side walls 
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ive hundred and fifty. There was no wall ou 
iacing the water, as was the case with many other 
Roman fortressea; but at the north-eaetem comer 
re ruins of a return wall, which seems to have run 
ader the cliff, as indicated by the dotted lines at 
he plan. From observations made at the foot 
bank, there is reason for behevii^ that here was 
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the landing place on the beach, and that a sloping road be- 
hind the wall G led up into the citadel. The wall was 
streDgtLened outwardly at the comerB by round towers of 
solid masonry, and on the sides by square towers, solid a 
part of the way up, as shown in the plan. At F a comer 
of the wall projects over the brink of the cliff, and there 
are some indications of the former exieteoce of a tower, 
perhaps answering to that at H. To the west of this 
point, where indicated only by dotted lines, the wall has 
entirely disappeared; there was perhaps a gate here, and it 
is still the point at which we enter the area when coming 
from SandYfich. In the wall opposite there is a very 
singularly-constructed and well-protected postern gateway 
at the point marked A in the plan. Externally it has the 
appearance of a square tower, but on approaching it we 
discover that the supposed tower is merely a return wall 
covering the gateway, as indicated in the plan; the pas- 
sage had a floor of solid stone-work. The grand entrance, 
or decuman gate, was in the middle of the western waU (at 
B). The spot was excavated years ^o by Mr. Boys, of 
Sandwich, who uncovered the massive stones of the sub- 
structore, which appear to have been subsequently carried 
away for building purposes; 

The most remarkable feature of this interesting site re- 
mains to be told. In the middle of the area, not quite in the 
centre, but more towards the north-eastern comer, the base 
of some building in the form of a cross is observed above 
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th« surface of the ground. The shaft of the cross, running 
north and south, ia e^hty-seven feet long, and seven feet five 
inches broad, and the traaaverse is twenty-tvo feet wide, 
and forty-six long. In excavating round this structure, Mr. 
Boys discovered that it stood on a platform, a hundred and 
forty-five feet long, and a hundred and four feet wide, and 
on further examination he found that this platform was five 
feet thick and that it was formed of a composition of 
boulders and coarse mortar, on which was laid a smooth 
lloor of mortar six inches thick. From this floor, the 
cross just mentioned rises in a solid mass to between four 
and five feet, which appears by what remains to have been 
iaced with square stones. What superstructure this cross 
was intended to support, it is, in our present defective 
knowledge, quite impossible to say. But some gentlemen 
in 1822, di^ng under the edge of the platform, came to 
the wall of a still more extraordinary subterranean building. 
The area of this building ia of the same form as the plat- 
form above, but it is only a hundred and thirty-two feet 
long, by ninety-four feet broad, so that the platform ex- 
tends beyond its walla about five feet at the sides and six 
feet at the ends. To ascertain the depth to which this 
building extended, the gentlemen who excavated in 1822 
sunk a shaft along the side of the wall to about twenty-two 
feet from the surface of the platform, when they met with 
springs, which compelled them to desist. The extent of the 
platform and of the cross built upon it is indicated in our 
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plaa by the shaded paraUeJt^nm at I. A section of the 
subterranean building is given at E, in which the dotted 
line represents the present level of the ground which covers 
the platform, a little above which the mosomy of the cross 
rises; the shaded mass shows the platform overhanging the 
subterranean structure. 

It is more than probable that this immense mass of 
building cannot be solid, but that it contains chambers, 
and we can only suppose that these may have been store- 
rooms belonging to the garriaon or port. Neither the ex- 
cavations of Mr. Boys, nor those of the gentlemea in 1822, 
gave the sligheet indications of any entrance, and the 
whole matter remained, as it still remains, wrapped in the 
most profound mystery. In 1843, Mr. Rolfe, of Sandwich, 
determined to make an effort to dispel it, for which purpose 
he commenced excavations on the 5th of September in that 
year. He began at the point marked I in our plan ; he 
dug under the ledge of the platform till he came to the 
wall of the substructure, and then worked a gallery along 
the side of this wall and under the ledge of the platform, 
along the whole of the east and north sides, and to the 
length of eighty-siK feet along the western side ; but, dis- 
appointed in his expectation of finding a side entrance, he 
gave up the gallery in despair, and attempted to break an 
entrance through the wall of the building at the point I, 
where he had begun the gallery. The work was continued 
till the 25th of October, when the workmen had made a 
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hole in the masonry six feet by four and a half, and ex- 
tendii^ inwards serenteen feet, without finding any internal 
chamber. The maBOnry was so extremely bard, that to 
make this small excaration it required the labour of many 
consecutive days, with every kind of implement that could 
be brought to act upon it. The number of picks which 
were broken in the work was incalculable, and, daunted by 
his want of success, Mr. Bolfe relinquished the undertaking 
for the moment, and has not yet resumed his labours. We 
can only suppose that, as the opening was made near the 
top, the workmen may have got into the solid masonry be- 
tween the vaults of subterranean chambers. 

Such are the remains of the citadel of the Eoman town 
of Rutupiffi, the principal port of entrance into Britain in 
the days of the CKsara. That it was far more splendidly 
ornamented than the present bare and shattered walls 
might lead us to suppose, is proved by the great quantity 
of pieces of white Italian marble, which have been found 
in excavating ; some being flat slabs which seem to have been 
fitted on the surface of walls, others carved into cornices, 
mouldings of columns, and other ornaments. Many of 
these were found about the platform in the interior; others 
seem to have been carried away irom their original site, 
and were found in the excavations for the railway. These 
latter works also laid bare part of the foundations of a 
Roman house or villa, which seems to have st«od upon the 
beach. But for these and many other minute details, as 
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well as for a full account of the numerous Boiuan anti- 
quities of all descriptiona fouud on this interestii^ site, I 
woold refer the reader who feels interested in the subject 
to the admirable work on Kichborough by Mr. C. Sooch 
Smith* 

As I hare before intimated, the Roman town of Rutupie 
probably covered the ground to the west and south of the 
citadel. At a distance of about four hundred and sixty 
yards from the south-west comer of the walls, ou the 
highest part of the hill, a hollow in the surface of the 
ground marks the site of the Roman amphitheatre. 
Traces of amphitheatres of considerable ext«nt are found 
attached to the site of many of the Roman towns in Britain, 
as at Cirencester, Silchest«r, Dorchester, Caerleon, and 
other places, but they look in their present condition as if 
they had been merely inclosed with an embankment of 
earth; and such was the notion of the amphitheatre at 
Bichborough, till, in 1849, Mr. Rolfe and Mr. Roach Smith 
were led rather accidentally todig on the spot. They were 
agreeably surprised on discovering that the amphitheatre 
at Richborough had been a regular elliptical building, re- 
sembling in miniature the great amphitheatres of the con- 
tinent. The lower part of the ejsterior wall was traced 
whenever the slightly raised embankment was cut into, 
and the longer diameter of the ellipse was found to measure 

* The Aatiqnities of Ricbborough, BeculTSr, and Lymne, in Kent. 
B7 Cbulea B<wch 3mitb, R«i. F.8.A., iu>. 1850. 
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two hundred feet, wliile the shorter diameter was a hundred 
and sixtj'-Bix feet. The outer wall was about three feet 
six inches thick, and was built with flint faced with chalk, 
quarried from the northern side of Pegwell Bay ; it ap- 
peared to have had the usual bondii^ courses of tiles. The 
ground sloped from the walls into the internal area, but all 
traces of the seats had been cleared away. Three entrances 
were found, on the north, south, and west. At the northern 
entrance, which was the one most carefully esamined, two 
side walls were traced, running inwards, with a paved pas- 
sage between them, sloping down into the area. There 
were some indications of this passage having been arched 
over. At each of the other two entrances one of the side 
walla only was found. It is probable that other Boman 
amphitheatre's in Britain will be ascertained to have been 
walled. In the not very extensive excavations on the 3it« 
of the one at Eichborough, many bones of a small sort of 
ox, some iron nails (indicating the existence of wood-work), 
two fragments of glass vessels, and forty-three coins were 
found. Among the coins was one of Domitian ; the rest 
ranged from the time of Gallienus, who ascended the 
imperial throne in 253, to Arcadius, who died in 408, with 
a rather large proportional number of the small coins termed 
minimi, which are believed to have belonged to the period 
when the Roman towns were left to their own government; 
so that this amphitheatre must have been in use down to 
the latest period of the Boman rule in Britain, if not 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



CELEBRITY OF ROTUPl-E. 9^ 

for an age or two after their departure. The number 
of Boman coins found scattered about at Eichborough 
at different times must have been immense. Mr. Roach 
Smith has described nearly fourteen hundred in the 
possession of Mr. Rolfe, of which one is British, and three 
consular, and the rest range from Augustus to Constantine 
in., with a great number of the minimi. Some very early 
Saxon coins have also been found here. This circum- 
stance, with the large quantity of minimi, shows that 
Kutupite was a town of great importance at the time when 
the l^ons were withdrawn from the island. 

Few, indeed, of the Roman towns in Britain were so 
well-known to the Latin writers as Rutupite, which gave 
its name to the adjoining coasM, and was sometimes used 
to signify Britain itself. Lucan was well acquainted with 
the tempestuous seas for which these coasts are still cele- 
brated — 

Aut v^a cum Thetjs Rattipinagnt iilora teryttit, 

(PAoriai. .i. 6J.) 

In the time of Juvenal, the port of Rutupiie was famous 
for its delicate oysters — 

Circeis nato (Orent, ao 

Lucrinum ad saium, RutupinoJie edilafundo, 
Oetrea, callebat piimo deprendere moran. 

{Sat. iv. 13B.) 

It is a. very interesting fact, that in digging in the 
marshes or low ground which in the time of the Romans 
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was covered with the eea, beds of oysters are frequently 
discovered, no doubt those from which the Komans derived 
their supplies. They are generaUy met with at a depth <^ 
from four to six feet, and the shells, which alone remain, 
are quite perfect and hard. Great quantities of oyster- 
shells are found among the mbbish of the Roman period 
wherever we dig on the site of Rntupise, which, indeed, ie 
the case with all Roman sites in this island, so that, inde- 
pendent of the exportation, there must have been a great 
consumption of oysters among the Romans in Britain, To 
judge from the general character of the shells, the Romans 
seem, like the French in modem times, to have preferred 
the larger species. 

The poet Ausonius, in the fourth century, msAes several 
allusions to Rutupice. One of his uncles, named Contentus, 
he tells UE, died and was buried there: 

£t patruoa elegeU m«H reminiscere oaotu; 

CoDtentum. tdlia qvtm Rutnpiia Ugit ; 
Magna cui et vorue quiesiCa pecania sorljs, 

Hteredis nnllo Domioe tuta peril. 

(Pflrmtaiia, .iL) 

The brother-in-law of Ausonius, named Flavins Sanctus, 
appears to have been the governor or prefect of the Eutu- 
pine district, and the poet speaks of the tranquillity which 
it enjoyed under his rule: 

Militiam nullo qui turbine aedulus egiC; 
Piieaidfl Lstatua quo Rutupiniu afffr. 

(ParerUalia, iriu.) 
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All these allusions sliovr us that, Roman Butupis waa an 
importaDt town, and it is to be r^retted that excavations 
have aot been made exlensively over the fields behind the 
caatrum, where it is said that in dry seasons the remains of 
houses and streets may be traced by the different aspect of 
the vegetation. At the time of the compilation of the re- 
markable survey of the Soman empire known by the title 
of the Notitia Imperii, that is, at the beginning of the fifth 
century, this town was the head quarters of the Second 
Legion, which had been withdrawn from its old quarters 
at Isca Silurum (^Caerleon); and when, not long afier, the 
l^ons were finally taken from Britain, Rutupiie seems 
not to have lost its importance. The ships from the con- 
tinent still made for its port; and it was here that, at the 
end of the sisth century, according to Sason traditions, 
St. Augustine landed with his small party of missionaries. 
Saxon coins have been found at Eichborough, not only 
of the earliest description of Anglo-Saxon money called 
Keattas, but of Saxon kings down to so late a date as the 
middle of the ninth century, which prove the continuous 
occupation of the site till that period. At what time 
Richborough ceased to be an important port cannot be 
now ascertained, but we know that ships anchored under 
its walls at a much later date than that just mentioned. 

The port of Ktitupice was the commencement of the great 
Roman road to which the Saxons gave the name of the 
Watling Street. It appears to have begun at Sandwich, 
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on die oppofflte side of the water from thetownof Rutupije, 
where probably it was bordered by the Roman sepulchral 
moaumentfl. The road proceeded thence by Canterbitry 
to Rochester, and so, nearly parallel to the ri-rer, to 
London, from whence it was continued through the centre 
of the island to the town of Segontium, on the northern 
coast of Wales. 
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TEE KENTISa COAST FROM DEAL Tl 

The south -eaatern shores of Kent are interesting to the 
antiquary for many reasons. It was here that the Romans 
first placed their feet on our soil, under the banners of 
their great commander JnJiue CiBHar, and thej estabUshed 
here two port towns, Dubne and the Portus Lemaois. To 
the geologist the chalk hills and chalk cliffs of ancient Al- 
bion furnish much matter for reflection and research ; and 
the scenery in many parts is sufficiently beautiful, joined 
with its proximity t« France, to render it one of the most 
attractive portions of the English coast. 

I have just said it was here that Ciesar first came with 
his lemons, to visit a land till then unknown lo the Roman 
arms. The exact spot where the Romans landed has been 
a subject of much discussion, and has been by different 
writers fixed at various places, from Deal to the neigh- 
bourhood of Lymne ; but Cffisar himself has lefl us so few 
observations to identify the place, that the discussion will 
probably never end in anything better than vague con- 
jectures. In a paper lately read before the Society of An- 
tiquaries, the Astronomer Koyal has undertaken to prove, 
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and he has ai^ed the question with great ingenuity, that 
the place of Giesar'a landing was not in Kent. So far as I 
could catch Mr. Aity's views, when his paper was read at 
Somerset House, he argues that when Csesar left the Rhine 
to proceed in his expedition agtunst Britain, he was de- 
terred from marching into the country of the Morini (tht 
Boaknmait) by the thick and extensive forests held by 
hostile tribes, which intervened, and that, avoiding these, 
he marched to the mouth of the Somme, where he aS' 
sembled his fleet, and, stuling thence, landed at Pevensey 
in Sussex, the sit« of the Roman town of Anderida. He 
gets over the difficulty of CiBsar'a statement that the dis- 
tance from shore to shore was only thirty Soman miles, by 
supposing that this number may be an error of the copy- 
ists of the manuscripts; and he suggests that as the Latin 
word ;)ro;{ciscor indicates setting out on a journey, but not 
necessarily completing it, the words in Jtforitios profictscilttr 
signify only that he set out with the intention of going to 
the country of the Morini, but that they do not militate 
against the supposition that he changed his first design, 
and that he turned ofl* to the south. But, as far as I could 
hear at the reading of the paper, Mr. Airy did not face the 
great diiBculty which Ctesar's text opposes to this interpre- 
tation. Ctesar tells us that ^se cum omnibus copiis m 
Morinoa prqpascitttr, he set out with all his forces for the 
country of the Morini, and he adds a reason for his moving 
thither, quod inde eral brevitsimus in Britanniam transjectus, 
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*' because thence was the shortest passage into Britain." 
Now, if Ctesar had not gone to the country of the Morini, 
and had not taken the shortest passage, it appears to me, 
froin the general style of his writii^, that he would have 
done one of two things; he would either have omitted to 
state that he marched with the intention of going to the 
country of the Morini, or he would have told us of some 
cause which led him to alter his course. He tells us, 
moreover, that A«c, " hither," that is to the coast of the 
Morini, he had ordered all his ships to assemble and wait 
his arrival, bo that he would have to send them counter 
orders. Nor do I perceive the force of the Astronomer 
Royal's argument, that his receiving ambassadors from the 
Morini shows that he was not then himself in their country. 
"We must consider that among these Celtic or German 
peoples a state consisted of a number of independent chiefs 
of clans, who joined together in war, but generally nego- 
tiated for peace separately. When our victorious Edward 
entered Scotland with his armies, the chiefs whose ter- 
ritories lay immediately in his route came in and submitted 
when he was in their country and they felt they could not 
resist, while those of the distant clans, who had not yet felt 
the danger of his presence, held aloof and set him at defi- 
ance. Just so was it with Cffisar. When he entered the 
country of the Morini, and took up his quarters on their 
coast, the chiefs through whose territory he marclied made 
their peace with Mm, and sent their agents to offer their 
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submiBsion ; but those who lay more oat of his way, Buch 
as the Menapii, held off and Eent no ambafsadors. It 
must also be observed that had Ciesar landed at Pevensey 
he would iiavc been cut off from the int*!rior of the islaDd 
by the extettsive and almost impcirious forest of Anderida, 
which by no means agrees with his o^Ta account of his 
subsequent movements. It ia the general opinion of the 
best of the French antiquaries of the present day that the 
PortDS ItiuB or Iccius of Ctesar was only an older name of 
Gessoiiacum or Boulogne, and thirty Roman miles would, 
I believe, be about the length of the passage from that port 
to Folhstonc, which seems to me to answer beat to the spot 
of Cajsar's landing in Britain. We must not argue too 
cloeely on the appearance of the country in Ccesar's time 
from that which it presents now; but, so far as we can 
judge by his description, his operations seem to have lain 
towards the wooded districts on the eastern extremity of 
the weald. 

It was the notion of the elder antiquaries, which seemed 
at one time to be conJirmed by the astronomical observa- 
tions of Hallcy, that Deal was the place at which Ciesar 
landed; but the bare downs which stretch thence inland 
bear no resemblance to the description of the country 
through which the Roman commander marched. Leland, 
in the time of Henry VIII. describes Deal aa " half a myle 
fro the shore of the se, a fisscher village, iii. myles or more 
above Sandwic, apon a flat shore, and very open to the 
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ae, wher is a fosse or great bank artificial betwixt the 
towne and ae, and beginneth above Deale, and renneth a 
g;reat way up toward S. Mai^aret's clyfe, yn bo nmch that 
sum suppose that this is the place where Ctes&r landed i» 
aperlo litore. Surely the fosse was made to kepe owte 
eimemyes there, or to defend the rage of the se, or I think 
rather the caatinge up becbe or pible." The latter sup- 
position may be the correct one ; but it must be remarked 
that Roman coins in great quantities and other remains 
have been found under the sand-banka in the neighbour- 
hood of Deal. The coins, which are in bad condition, 
are chiefly of the emperor Tacitus, who reigned in a. d. 
275. 

Deal, though still not a lai^e town, is much more im- 
portant than it was in the time of Leland. Its position, in 
face of the Downs, has naturally caused it to increase with 
the increase of our navy. As Leland describes it, the town 
is situated on a flat coast, backed by the chalk downs 
which cover the country in barren undulations inwards to 
the neighbourhood of Canterbury, and many of which 
are covered with Anglo-Saxon barrows. At Walmer 
the hUls approach the coast. AAer pasaing the village of 
Kingsdown, the chalk cliffs become bolder, rising majesti- 
cally to an elevation of from two to three hundred feet, and, 
the face being quite perpendicular, they appear like the 
walls and towers of some gigantic fortress. This effect b 
heightened by the parallel lines of dark flints, which look 
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at a distance not unlike the brick bonding courses of the 
Roman masonry. These lofty perpendicular cliffs continue 
for several miles, and afford a continual variety of grand 
groups, until we reach St. Margaret's Bay. A good road 
for pedestrians runs all the way at the foot of the cliffs, 
and close upon the beach. At St. Margaret's Bay there is 
a deep hollow or comb in the hills, beyond which the cliffs 
rise again, and run out to the point known as the South 
Foreland. If the visitor mount the hill from St. Margaret's 
Bay, he will avoid a mile or two of shingle, which he would 
find it far from agreeable to walk over, and he may visit 
the fioe old Norman church of St. Margaret's. From 
thence he can cross over to the Preventive station at 
Comhill, on the other side of the South Foreland, where a 
road cut in zig-zag terraces descends again to the beach. 
Here the chalk cliffs take rather a different character, 
having no longer the formal perpendicular surface, but 
broken into picturesque masses, with a much greater accu- 
nmlation of under-cliff or fallen chalk. From the top of 
the hill, near the Preventive station just alluded to, we 
obtain a magnificent view towards the west. Immediately 
beneath us are the bold projections of the cUffs ; beyond them, 
Dover, stretching out ia a dark line to the pier, with the 
Lord Warden Hotel forming a prominent object ; the tops of 
the towers of Dover Castle show themselves above the Downs 
to the right, while beyond them appears the hill which forma 
the western boundary of the comb in which the town is built. 
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the lofty headland of Shakespeare's cliff, and (behind it) the 
sununits of the hills nearer Folkestone. On the left lies the 
wide expanse of the sea. The cliffs we have been describ- 
ing are celebrated for the samphire which grows here and 
there upon their faces, though it is much less abiuidant 
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Although the rest of the picture still holds good, — 

How fearful 

And diiij 'tis, to cast one'i ejBS so low ] 

The erowB, and choughs, that wing the midwsy air, 

Shew scarce ho groes as beetles. 

The fisberm«a, that walk upon the beach, 
Appear tike mioe; and yoo tall aocharing bark, 
Diminish'd to her cock; her cock, t. bun; 
Almost too small far sight ; the murmuring «urge, 
That on the unnumbered idle pebbles chatn. 
Cannot be heard so high. 

From the base of Cornhill, a footpath continues, with the 
exception of a small distance of shingle, over the chalk 
of the under-cliffs all the way to Dover. 
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The line of the coast makes a considerable bend at the 
South Foreland, while the high road from Deal to Dover, 
passing through the village of Walmer, runs nearly 
straight over the barren downs behind. Whatever ad- 
vantage the wanderer may gain in shortness by this road, 
he loses in the dreariness of the journey, wliich is scarcely 
relieved by a tree or any other object to attract his atten- 
tion, with the exception of a little wooded valley at Oxney. 
About a mile before he reaches Dover, a single miserable- 
looking tree presents itself to his view, a solitary object in 
the middle of a dreary waste. It is called the Lone Tree, 
and b the subject of a rather romantic legend. In the days 
of the Commonwealth, they tell us, two soldiers of the gar- 
rison of Dover Castle were jealous of each other on account 
of a woman, and, chancing to walk thus far together, one 
suddenly slew the other with a thick staff which be had in 
his hand. Horror-stricken at the crime he had committed, 
the murderer threw the weapon from him violently, and 
hastened from the spot ; but the staff, falting in such a 
manner as to stick upright in the ground, immediately 
took root, and grew into the solitary tree which still re- 
mains as a perpetual testimony of this sanguinary deed. 
The road enters Dover by a very steep descent under the 
walls of the castle. 

At Dover the chalk hills are loftier, and they run 
inwards in a high ridge towards Canterbury. Immedi. 
ately to the west of Dover another ridge commences, 
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aad, forming still more elevated cliffs along the coast, turna 
off a little before we arrive at Folkeslane, running inwards 
almost parallel with the former. The country between 
these two ridgea is formed by chalk hills and downs, more 
broken than those behind Deal, and much more pic- 
turesque, as they are diversified with wood and water. The 
angle formed by the cliffs coming from Deal, and the first 
ridge rumung inward, is crowned by Dover Castle ; and 
the town of Dover occupies the hollow between it and the 
new range of cliffs running towards Folkestone. 

The bold position of Dover Castle as a place of strength 
must strike every visitor; yet under the Romans its im- 
portance seems to have consisted more ia its lighthouse 
than in its fortress, of which there are no other traces than 
earthen entrenchments. The grand port of entry into 
Britain at this time was Eutupite (RiehboroughJ, and it 
continued so under the Saxons, until, on account of the 
clc^^ng up of the harbour, the port was transferred to 
Sandwich. The Saxons had a town at Dover, and they 
seem to have had a castle also; but this was entirely 
eclipsed by the Norman fortress of which there are still 
such imposing remains. These now form but a part of the 
complicated system of defensive works, aboveground and 
underground, which render the castle of Dover one of the 
strongest fortresses known. The principal Koman work 
consists of a very deep circular intrenchment on the 
highest part of the hill, within which stands the celebrated 
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pharos, or Roman lighthouse. It is a lai^ and lofty 
tower, octagonal without and, I undergUnd, square within, 
tapering slightly towards the top. The wall, which is ten 
feet thick at the bottom, is composed, after the nsual 
maimer of Roman masonry, of a casing of ftinte, with 
bonding courses of large Roman tiles, and filled up in the 
interioTwith smaller materials mixed with mortar; and the 
whole hae become so hard that it seems like one immense 
piece of fiint, a stem memorial of ages which the mind en- 
deavours to trace through almost impenetrable obscurity. 
Adjoining to it is a little church, the history of which is 
more obscure even than that of the pharos. Its bare walls 
(for it has long been desecrated) are of Tery early masonry, 
filled with Roman bricks, with which the arches of the 
windows are turned in the Roman manner, although a 
slight examination will show that it is not Roman work. 
I believe that antiquaries are generally of opinion that 
this is a Saxon church, and it certainly deserves very care- 
ful study. Unfortunately, for some reason or other, the 
authorities have caused the building to be shut up, and 
entrance is obtained with difficulty; and, as the only en- 
trance to the pharos was through the church, neither build- 
ing can be now readily visited in the inside. 

The Roman town of Dubne seems to have stood in the 
low ampbitbe-atre between the hills now occupied by its 
modem representative. In di^ng near the west end of 
St. Mary's church, in the last century, the workmen came 
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upon the foundations of a Roman house, and uncoTered the 
h^ocaust, which, according to the imperfect notions then 
held by English antiquaries, was supposed to be the re- 
mains of baths. I am told that Boinan coins and other 
articles have been frequently picked up on the beach, 
which would aeem to shew that the sea had gained upon 
the land here. Eoman tiles found at Dover, lite those 
found at Lynme, are impressed with the letters cl ' br ', 
which have been explained, I think correctly, claaeiarii 
Srilannici, " the soldiers of the British fleet," or, in other 
words, the Koman marines. They shew that under the 
Bomans both these towns were stations of the fleet. 

Dover is in itself an interesting old town ; it has some 
medieval remains that are worthy of examination, and a 
few good examples of old street archit«cture. In the 
neighbourhood are several picturesque rides ; and the lover 
of medieval architecture may visit the celebrated Norman 
church of Barfrestone, or the noble cathedral of Canterbury, 
The coast to the westward of Dover is formed by bold and 
lofty steeps, the most conspicuous of which is that known 
as Shakespeare's CJifi", which limits the view weatwardly 
from Dover Castle, The line of the railway from Dover 
to Folkestone threads these advancing chfls in the most 
extraordinary manner. At one moment the traveller is 
immei^ed in darkness as he passes through the heart of 
the chalk hill, and in another he as suddenly emerges to 
find himself carried along the foot of the clifl*, with the sea 
l2 
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expanding to his left. The whole route is a succession of 
tunnels, until the traveller comes out into opener country 
about a mile to the eastward of Folkestone. Ht^re, as I 
have before stated, the chalk ridge turns inland, and it 
presents a series of conical hills which must have been 
formed by some primeval movement in the crust of the 
earth that is not easily understood. The accompanying 
sketch represents some of the more remarkable of these 
hills, taken from the east. They are almost all crowned 
either with ancient tumuli or with intrench ments. The 
one in front of my sketch is popularly called the Sugar- 
loaf. It has at the top a lai^e, low barrow, which has 
probably been flattened by the action of the weather, for 
there is generally a very strong wind on the top of these 
hiUa. An ancient platform or road is cut into tie side of 
the hill, and winds round to the top; it is seen very dis- 
tinctly from a distance, and is indicated by the hght shade 
in the cut. The hill immediately beyond this is the one 
known by the popular name of " Ctesar's Camp," and is 
crowned by a mass of very formidable intrenchments. 
Behind this is another advanced but only half-conical 
hiU, crowned with a barrow, from the side of which 
Mr. Roach Smith extracted fragments of Saxon pottery. 
This, as well as the barrow before-mentioned, is placed 
in a noble position, commanding a wide view of sea and 
land, and reminding us of that chosen for the Saxon hero 
Beowulf, — 
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The barrow on the top of the hill just described waa no 
doubt once, like that of Beowulf, broad and high, but it 
is now much worn down. The curious conical hill seen 
further inland appears also to be crowned by a barrow. 
The Saxon barrow described above not only commands a 
magnificent view of the sea and of the distant coast of 
France, but, as we turn eastwardly, we have the fine in- 
trenohments of " Cesar's Gamp " displayed before us on the 
opposite height. The annexed cut is taken from a sketch 
made from the path along the edge of the bill which con- 
nects the Saxon barrow with the camp. In the hollow 
below, in what are called the Cherry-gardens, a tavern, 
with pleasure grounds, has recently been built — an inviting 
retreat to tie visitors of this interesting neighbourhood. 

" Cnsar's Camp " consists of three lines of intrenchments, of 
which the first incloses a very considerable space, of a long 
oval form. In the southern end, sea-ward, is a second in- 
trenchment, rising immediately within the former, but 
leaving a large open area within the outer intrenchment to 
the north. Within the inner intrenchment again, on the 
highest point of the hill, is another circular intrenchment, 
closely resembling (though not so large) that which in- 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



114 WAIISEBIKGS OF AN ASTIQUABT. 

closes the pharos at Dover. In fact, after examining 
Dover castle closely, its original intrenchments seem tome to 
have borne so close a resemblance to the so-called " Csesar's 
Camp " on the hill I am describing, that I am incUned to 
believe tliat this latter also was the sit* of a Roman pharos, 
that served as a guide to the sailors approaching the coast. 
When I lately visited this monument with some friends, we 
dug out fragments of Roman tile and pottery with the end 
of a, walking stick, within the intrenchments, and there 
are many inequalities in the ground which seem to indicate 
the sit«s of former buildings. The surface of the hill, 
northward of the intrenchments, is so even that we can 
hardly help concluding that it has been levelled artifi- 
cially, and it is bounded eastwardly by a long, low earthen 
vallum running inland over the hill. 

In the fields below, between the hill of " Ciesar'B Camp" 
and the Sugar-loaf hill, Homan burial-urns have been 
found, which mark the site of a Eoman cemetery, and 
which show that there was a Roman settlement at or near 
the modern town of Folkestone. These remains are now in 
the possession of my friend Mr. 8. J, Mackie, of Folke- 
stone, from whom I hope we shall shortly have a work 
which will make us better acquainted with the geological 
peculiarities of this coast. Mr. Mackie has also obtained a 
considerable quantity of fragments of pottery ftiam the clay 
behind Folkestone, just beneath the railway viaduct ; and, 
from some fragments of imperfect Roman tiles found 
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amoDg them, I am inclined to think this was the position 
of the Roman brick-yftrda which furnished the tiles for 
building at Lymne and Dover. The Roman station at 
Folkestone, if there was one, probably stood further out 
towards the sea, which is known to have made great en- 
croachments here. Among Mr. Mackie's collections are 
fragments of Saxon arms and pottery, dug up at the top 
of the Folkestone cliff, which mark the site of a Saxon 
cemetery, and may perhaps be taken in evidence that the 
station of the Romans had been occupied at an early 
period by the Saxons, It appears,howeYer, subsequently to 
have been deserted; at least it seems to have been a soU- 
tary spot in the time of Athelbert, the first Christian king 
of Kent. His son Eadbald, who succeeded him on the 
throne in 616, was a backslider from the faith, but he was 
recovered by a pious fraud of the Christian bishops, and 
among other signs of atonement was the erection of a 
church at Folkestone dedicated to St. Peter the Apostle. 
The Christian piety of his daughter Eauswith was so con- 
spicuous that she was aflerwaxds reverenced as a saint. 
Having resolved to retire from the world, she collected a 
number of other religious females, and chose Folkestone 
for the site of a nunnery, because, as it is stated in her life, 
it was one of the most soUtary spots she could find. Per- 
haps we might add another and a more weighty reason^ 
that, as a deserted Roman settlement, its ruined buildings 
furnished ready materials for the mason. With a Saxon 
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taint, and tliat » priocesB of the royal blood of Kent, ve 
Ne not sarprised tliat Folkestone soon rose in reputation, 
and that it became a town of some consequence. We 
learn from Domesday Book that in the time of William the 
Conqueror it possessed five churches; yet when the Lirea 
of the English Saints wer« collected by John of Tyne- 
mouth, in the Uurteenth century, as we learn from his ab- 
breviator (CapgraTe), we are told that the encroachments 
of the sea had swept away Eanswith's nunnery, both 
church and churchyard.* Perhaps the numiet^ was re- 
built a little further from the sea, for in the time of Henry 
VlU. there were ruins of conventual buildings, which 
were proved to hare been built from ancient materials 
by the fact that they wete partly composed of Roman tiles 
or bricks. " Hard upon the shore," says Leland, " ys a 
place cawled the castel yarde, the which on the one side ys 
dyked, and theryri be great ruynes of a solemne old nun- 
nery, jn the walles wherof jn dyvers places apere great 
and long Briton brikes ; and on the right hond of the qnier 

* Elegit locum > Tulgi freqaentatone remotum, Falketao namiiu- 
tam, ubl et pater ejua Edbaldaa in honore beati Petri apcttoli eoclenam 
cODBtruiit. Ibi ergo ei parts maria quo remotior dicitar ease ab ipaia 
ruriooliB hujuBmodi competenlem fundaTit eaeleuam, cum officinii aibi 
■□iique comitibue profenioni ejua necosariiB, a pleoo tantam maris 
gurgite septem jugerum latitudtne, id est, vigioti octo peitioaniin dis. 
tantem. Qoib hodie nusquun apparet. Tern namqns a nun oon- 
Bumpta post loDgDDi seculum cxtmiit, et ripa maris cimtleriiim transit. — 
Capgrave, Nova Ligsnda Anglia, dt Santta E 
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a grave trunce of squared stone." What Leiand calls the 
castle yard is probably the place on the top of the cliff now 
called the bayle (balliiait), behind nhich there b said to 
have been an abbey, and stone coffins have been found. 
The church still stands there. Within the bayte, which 
has beea in a great measure carried away by the breakit^ 
off of the cliff, the early Saxon interments were found; 
one of many proofs that the Christian missionaries estab- 
lished their churches not unfrequently near the places of 
burial of the unconverted Saxons. Coins and other Roman 
remains have been found at Folkestone in former times, as 
well as on the coast towards Hythe, where in the time of 
Leiand a store of Roman coins was dug up by a rabbit,* 

The town of Folkestone is rapidly improving since the 
establishment of the present communication by steamers 
with Boulogne, and it is becoming a fashionable watering- 
place. Few bathing-towns on the English coast can shew 
an establishment of the same extent so admirably con- 
ducted as the Pavilion Hotel under Mr. Breach; and 
Foltestone is certstinly the best position for a visitor who 
would wish to choose a central station from which he 
might wander over this interestii^ district. A short walk 
westward will bring him to the quiet village of Sandgate, 
which also has become a fashionable watering-place. The 

* A conj drawing his yertli be*wjit Folkertan Bod Hjye did cast 
op iotiqae moay.—Liland'i Tlinerar^. 
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sea from this place makes a deep sweep inland, forming an 
extensive bay, the other extremity of which is at Denge- 
nesa. A ridge of green sandstone hills commences at 
Sandgate, not so high as the more easterly hills, but 
more broken; and filled with rich and picturesque dells, 
or deep rallies, with small Btreams at the bottom, running 
down to the sea. A little beyond Sandgate the military 
canal begins, which follows for a while the line of the 
coast, and then crosses the Dymchurch and Koniney 
marshes. We proceed along the bank of this canal to the 
ancient town of Hythe, built at the foot and on the side of 
the hill. The accompanying engraving, made from a 
sketch by my friend Mr. Mackie, represents the town as 
seen from the banks of the canal, not far from the road 
by which we enter it — one of its most picturesque points 
of view. It was formerly a port town, but the sea is now 
a mile ixom it, and the rough shingly beach renders it im- 
favoui'able for sea-bathing. The most interesting object in 
this town is its church, a mixture of late Norman and 
early-Engliah architectiu«. Some of the ornamentation of 
the later is extremely beautiful, but it has undergone that 
noxious process of indiscriminate restoration under which 
our ancient architectural monuments hare of late years 
suffered so much. The object shewn more especially to 
the general visitor is a vault or charnel-house under the 
chancel, in which there is a great number of human skulls, 
now arranged od shelves, with a quantity of bones piled 
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in 8 heap. These bones hare long puzzled the curious 
inquirer, and Tarioua stories bare beea invented to account 
for their existonoe in this place, all based upon the suppo- 
sition that they had been gathered ftvm a field of battle. 
It would appear from the account of the Eev. James 
Brome, rector of Cheriton, in the neighbourhood, -who 
published a volume of " Travels over England, Scotland, 
and Wales," at the beginning of the last century, and who 
must have been well acquainted witli the place, that there 
was th«n no tradition relating to these bones. He observes 
that " that which now more especially preserves still the 
fame, and keeps up the repute, of this poor languishing 
port, is the charnel-house adjoining to the church, or the 
arched vault imder it, wherein are orderly piled up a great 
stack of dead men's bones and skulls, which appear veiy 
white and solid, but how or by what means they were 
broi^ht to this place, the townsmen are altogether ignorant, 
and can give no account of the matter. Probably the first 
occasion of them might be from what is related by Henry 
Enyghton (de Evmttbus Anglice, Hb. iii. p. 2503), how that 
in the reign of Edward the First, about the year 1295, the 
thiiU king of France sending about three hundred ships for 
an English invasion, one of them more forward than the 
rest came directly for Hythe, where landing their men, the 
English who were there placed for the defence of that port 
killed at that time two hundred and forty men, all that 
whole ship's crew, and afterwards burnt the ship out of 
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which thej landed. Now after this slaughter, these men's 
bones in all probability might be gathered np, and laid 
there, after which daily accessions of more might be made 
till they increased to bo vast a number as is still visible." 
Since the time of Brome, another and still more circum- 
stantial story has been made up, and is duly registered in 
a memorial written and framed, and suspended in the 
charnel-house itself, according to which these bones were 
the remains of the combatants slain in a sanguinary 
battle between the Danes, who landed here in 842, and the 
Britons (?), when the latter, though Tictorious, were so 
horrified with the slaughter they had themselves made of 
their enemies, that they iled from the field of battle, 
leaving the bones to whiten on the strand, whence, long 
afterwards, they were gathered together and deposited in 
Hythe church I All these stories of battles seem to have 
originated in the circumstance that many of the skulls 
have apparently been cut through by a sword or some other 
weapon, although in more than one instance the individual 
has evidently lived long after receiving the wound, as the 
bone has actually grown over it. I have always sus- 
pected that these bones came first — or at least those of 
them which formed the nucleus of the collection which 
appears to have been added to at different times — from a 
Saxon or Roman cemetery (probably the former), which 
may have been chosen as the site of the original church 
here ; and this supposition seems to be confirmed by the 
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fact that, in rearranging a part of the stack of bones, the 
sexton recently found underneath them a few pieces of 
broken pottery (now in the possession of Mr. S. J. Mackie, 
of Folkestone), some of which are of a very early character, 
and appear to me like fragments of Anglo-Saxon burial 
urns. Among them were some fragments of glazed medi- 
eval pottery of a lat*fr period — probably of the eiateenth 
century — which the sexton ingeniously accounted for by 
supposing them to be the remains of the juga out of which 
the men who collected the bones drunk their beer ! It is 
a curious circumstance that there was once a similar col- 
lection of bones in Folkestone church, which we now know 
to have stood on or by the site of an early Anglo-Saxon 
cemetery. 

A pleasant walk over the hill from Hythe brings us to 
the extensive ruins of Saltwood Castle, an Edwardian for- 
tress, picturesquely placed on the side of a beautiful little 
valley which opens down to the sea. The fine gateway 
tower, almost perfect, and now fitted up as a farm-house, 
appears by the armorial bearings over the door to have 
been built by Archbishop Courtenay, who held the see of 
Canterbury from 1381 to 1396. 

Soon after leaving Hythe we come to a break in the hills, 
through which the carriage road leads to the station at 
Westenhanger. Proceeding at first along this road, im- 
mediately after passing the turnpike, we turn to the left up 
a little rural lane, ascending a new range of hills. The 
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ascent is at first rather steep, but the labour of the walk is 
repaid by the beauties of the road. Bushy hedges ou each 
side are filled vith wild flowers, especially with different 
kinds of creepers, amoi^ which white convolvuluses, with 
flowers almost as large as the palm of the haod, are cou- 
spicuous. Here and there a break in the hedge, or the 
opening for a gale, reveals sudden glimpses of the extensive 
prospect over the wide sea below. At the top we turn 
from the sea, round a small but thick and wild copse> 
where we come upon a fine and extensive view inland. 
The road now loses its picturesque character, and vre see 
no more of the sea till we reach a spot about three miles 
from Hythe. The view from this point will be best un- 
derstood by a sketch. The top of the hill to the right is 
crowned by the towers of Lymne church and castle. The 
hill, seaward, is at first precipitous ; it then slopes more 
gradually, and, at the foot, commences the extensive level 
of the Dymchurch and Bomney marshes. In the distance 
to the left, is seen the great bay or sweep of the sea ending 
at Dengeness. The point on which Lymne castle stands is 
just that where the green-sandstone ridge begins again to 
turn inwards. On the other side of the hill under the 
castle, just beyond the wood seen in the sketch, the bank 
sinks still more abruptly to the level of the marshes. On 
this latter bank are situated the ruins of the fioman town 
of the Portus Lemanis. The sea appears to have once run 
inland at the foot of these hills in a creek or bay, by which 
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ships came up to die Roman town ; bat this channel has 
been filled up in the course of ages, and diy land now 
stretches from the hill to the Dymcliurch marshes. 

There are three ways of reaching the Roman ruins 
from the spot on which we are now standing, A road 
turns from that we have been pursuing down the hill to 
the Tillage of West Hythe at the bottom, and a path across 
the fields below the wood leads us direct to the site of the 
Boman town. Or we may take the footpath across the 
fields before us, and cross orer the bank below the castle, 
but this is a more ro^ed road. It is more usual to con- 
tinue along the lane up to the village of Lymne, whence a 
very steep path behind the castle leads down the hill. 
The castle, now adapted partly as a farm-house, is au 
interesting Edwardian structure, which formerly belonged 
to the archdeacons of Canterbury. The Roman town no 
doubt furnished building materials both for it and for the 
church. The latter is partly Norman, and fragments of 
Roman tiles are scattered in its walls. 

In descending frrom the village of Lymne towards the 
sea, the surface of the ground presents first a steep though 
not very loilj clifi^ then an elevated bank of more gradual 
descent, and lastly an estensive flat. It is on the bank that 
we observe the remains of the ancient Roman town of the 
Portus Lemanis. They consist of a hne of broken wall, of 
immensely massive construction, formed, as was usually 
the case 'with Roman walls, of a facing of stones, with 
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bonding courses of tiles, and supported by round towets 
and by semicirciilar projections. As at Richborough, Mid at 
some other places where a Roman fortress was built on the 
coast, the side of the town towards the sea lay open, with- 
out any wall. The two walls which ran from the sea, 
protecting the town to the east and the west, were, lite 
those of Richborough, perfectly straight and parallel to 
each other; but the transverse wall, forming the defence of 
the town to the uurth, assumed the form of a half octagon. 
They include an area of about twelve acres. 

The broken stat« of the ft'agments of wall which ap- 
peared above ground attracted the notice of antiquaries, 
and Stukeley attempted to espl^n it by Eupposing that 
they had been destroyed intentionally by the Saxon in- 
vaders. But the peasantry of the neighbourhood declared 
that it was handed down to them as a tradition from father 
to son that the ancient town had been destroyed by an 
earthquake. This was looked upon as nothing more than 
one of those popular legends which are so often found con- 
nected with old ruins, until, somewhat more than three 
years ago, Mr. Roach Smith and Mr. Elliott of Dymchiirch 
commenced their excavations, and in the course of a few 
weets laid bare the whole hne of the wall to its founda- 
tions. It was now discovered that at some remote period 
the whole had undergone a violent convulsion which could 
not have been effected by the hand of man. In some parts 
the wall was still standing upright, but in many others it 
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was lying down, often almost flat, baviDg fallen aometimes 
outwardly and sometimes inwardly, and in one or two 
places the wall had actually been thrown forwards, rolled 
over, and broken into two or three pieces, which lay 
several yards apart, in such a manner that the excavators 
thoi^ht they had found at least two walla, one within the 
other. This strange appearance was a singular confirma- 
tion of the legend of the peasantry. 

A slight examination of the ground soon explains the 
nature of the supposed earthquake which caused aU this 
mischief. The baok of the green-sandstone hills which 
here faces the marshes for several miles is covered with a 
deep clayey soil, the understratum of which abounds in 
sprii^, from the gradual action of which it is liable to 
landslips. The appearance of the locality is sufficient to 
convince us that the bank on which the Koman town stood 
has been carried away by a landslip which has separated it 
from the cliff behind. It would have produced a convul- 
sion which m^ht easily have been mistaken by the 
peasantry for an earthquake, and the circumstances con- 
nected with it show us from what a remote period such 
local traditions may be preserved. 

The appearance of the walls, when uncovered, was ex- 
tremely interesting. The lower part was in perfect con- 
dition, and the facing stones retained a freshness almost as if 
they had been recently wrought. The round towers, which 
were on the exterior of the wall, had been built up solid 
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and attached to the wall. Several smaU entrances were 
traced, with one or two vaults or chambers in the wall, 
which bad perhaps served as watch-rooms; but the grand 
entrance was in the middle of the eastern side, look- 
ing towards Folkestone and Dover. This had consisted 
apparently of an arch between two small semicircular 
towers. The latter were built, like the wall, with facing 
stones and courses of bricks, but a great part of the gate- 
way buildings had been constructed of large squared stones, 
some of them of enormous magnitude. These had all been 
thrown down by the shock, and were found lying in the 
utmost confusion in a deep hollow behind the remains of 
the two gateway towers. On some of them we might dis- 
tinctly trace the rut of carriage wheels which had been 
driven over them when they were in their original position 
in the roadway of the gate, and another had a hollow in 
which there still remained a large quantity of lead, which 
had no doubt held the iron pivot or hinge on which the 
gate turned. 

The area within the walls presented great inequalities of 
surface, and in some parts, when the weather was dry, it 
cracked in places in a manner which shewed that remains 
of buildings lay underneath. One of these spots near the 
bottom of the bank to the south-west of the entrance gate- 
way was excavated, and the lower parts of the walls of a 
small house were brought to light. It had been a parallel- 
ogram, containing 'four rooms of rather small dimensions. 
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with the usual aemi-circular recess on the south side of the 
south-eastern room, which had alao a small square receding 
ap&rtmeat on the east side that may have served for 
culinary purposes. The floors were all gone, but the hy- 
pocausts remained in a dilapidated condition, and the fire- 
places contained heaps of ashes, as they had been left when 
last extinguished. The walls remained at an uniform 
height of about five feet, which is so generally the case 
with Roman viUas and houses, that we are led to the sup- 
position that masonry was not usually carried any higher, 
but that the superstructure was of timber. In the interior 
ftee of the extreme western wall of this house are a row of 
T-shaped iron cramps, driven in up to the head, which 
appear to have been fastenings of some framework or 
tapestry that covered the wall. The accompanying sketch] 
taken from the south, represents the interior of the two 
eastern rooms of this house as they appeared after being 
excavated. The wall to the left is the one which runs 
north and south through the middle of the house; the 
transverse wall, which has been much broken, had three 
arches. Another large building was partly uncovered at 
the northern part of the area, but it had suffered much 
more in the convulsion caused by the landslip. 

As I had been invited to assist my friends in the inte- 
resting task of bringing to light these curious remains of 
the past, I was on one or two occasions entrusted with the 
direction ; and the circumstance which struck me as most 
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remarkable was the fewtraces of buildings found in cli^;ing 
in the area of what we muat suppose to have been once for 
its size a tolerably populous town. It appeared to me that 
bj dif^^ing a trench inwardly from the principal gateway we 
should come upon a paved road, and perhaps find it lined 
with houses; but nothing of the sort was met with. In- 
ward from the gateway, turning towards the north, is a 
high bank, uneven at the top, which I supposed might be 
formed by the ruins of buildings ; but to my stiU greater 
astonishment there was nothing but hard rock from a foot 
and a half to two feet or more beneath the surface. It is 
not likely that on the site chosen for a town a rock like 
this would be left in such a position overlooking the gate- 
way. But a comparison of this and other circumstances 
enables us to understand the nature of the catastrophe. 

When the mass of cliff was detached by means of gun- 
powder in clearing the way for the railway near Dover, it 
is described as sliding rapidly forward, and carrying with 
it undisturbed whatever might be standing on its surface- 
Such exactly must have been the motion given to the mass 
on which stood the Roman town of the Portus Lemanie. 
Springs underneath, which found no outlet, gradually 
softened and loosened the clay under it imtil, when at last 
they burst forth, they detached the whole mass, and it slid 
forwards to the level. There, if it had met with no ob- 
stacles, is would probably have rested, with the town 
standii^. But the place over which it moved was uneven 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



STATE OF THE ROUAN TOWN 129 

and Tockj, and it was this unevenneaa wHicIi caused the de- 
structive efiects now visible. The moving mass was evidently 
arrested in its progress by the large piece of rock just alluded 
to as now rising behind the gateway, and it is to the shock 
caused by meeting with this impedimentthat we must ascribe 
the peculiar manner in which the gateway was overthrown, 
as well as the extraordinary breaking up and scattering of 
the waU at the north-eastern comer. The movement seems 
to have taken place from north-east to south-west, and 
the buildings which had passed over this mass of rock 
were perhaps eanied onwards and completely rolled over 
in the earth. Excavations at the bottom of the hill in this 
direction, towards the old farmhouse which stands there, 
broiight to lig'it an immense depth of black mould, mixed 
with aU sorts of remains and rubbish. On a careful com- 
parison of circumstances, I am inclined to beUeve that the 
house described above originally stood just within the gate- 
way, perhaps by the side of the road or street. The 
ground on which it stands had moved more easily down, 
and the walls are comparatively little disturbed. Some of 
them lean slightly, and they are a little dislocated at the 
south-western comer. Within the walls at the top of 
the hill, at no great distance from the northern town 
wall, and about midway between the east and west walls' 
were found the remains of an extensive building, al- 
luded to above, of which a plan is given in the ac- 
companying cut. It was about a hundred and twenty 
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feet long, and consUted originally of a midtlle apartment 
(a), witli an octagoaal end towards the north {b), and two 
much larger apartments on each side (c and d). What the 
purpose of this building, which muet have commanded a 
full Tiew of the aea, may have been it is difficult to decide, 
thoiigh it was perhaps intended for the reception of 
strangers arriving in the port. The half octagonal end (6), 
which looked immediately on the northern wall of the town, 
from which it was not far removed, had certainly windows, 
for I myself picked up numerous pieces of window-glass 
close under the wall, upon the original level of the ground. 
Below the foundations of this building the bank is rather 
steep, and there had been another stoppage, probably by 
rock underneath, the effects of which were shown in a very 
singular manner. The great eastern apartment, with the 
northern end of the middle room, had been arrested in 
their progress by the obstacle, and remain in their original 
position, very slightly deranged ; but, the impediment not 
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existing in the same degree further west, tLe whole of the 
western side of the house had been cut off from the rest 
and carried a little way forwards, so that the walls now 
stand in the position marked in our plan hj the dark parts, 
instead of the original position, which is here completed bj 
the dotted lines. Similar effects may be traced in other 
parts of the town, the western wall of which is partially 
thrown down, just as we might expect from such a mass of 
masonry if, after receiving a cert^ degree of impetus 
from the forward movement of the ground, it was suddenly 



Some drcuioBtances obaerred in the course of the esca- 
vations seemed to indicate that the walls of the lioman 
Portus Lemanis belonged to rather a late period of the 
Roman occupation of the island. This is particularly ob- 
servable in the great gateway, many of the stones of which 
appeared evidently to have been taken from older buildings, 
and one of them has been accidentally discovered to be 
part of a Roman altar erected by a prefect or commander 
of the British fleet to some deity, whose name has been 
lost with the upper part of the stone. It is particularly 
interesting as confirming Mr. Boach Smith's interpretation 
of the letters cl-bb' stamped on the Roman tiles found here 
and at Dover. The inscription evidently wants at least 
two lines at the top and one at the bottom, and the first 
letter of the third line is illegible, but what remains may 
be read without difficulty as follows : — 
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, . . IV . . . 

■ . AVFIDIV 
PAKTERA 
PBAEFECT 
CLASBMT* 

The first I may be tLe remains of a t, and tv is perhaps 
part of the word neptvno, in which case the inscription 
would indicate that, Aufidius Pantera, priBfect of the British 
fleet, dedicated the altar to the god Neptune. 

A comparison of some circumstances connect«d with 
the condition of the site will enable us to offer a Teiy 
fair conjecture as to the period at which this landslip 
occurred. Towards the lower end of the eastern wall in 
the interior was found a penny of the Saxon king Edgar, 
who reigned from 959 to 975. It is tolerably evident, 
therefore, that the landslip was subsequent to that period. 
At the time of its occurrence, the town walls appear to have 
been perfect or nearly so, and the walls of the houses re- 
maned at their present height, with the superstructure, of 
whatever material it may have been , cleared away. If this 
had not been the case with the houses, we should have 
found some of the rubbish of the upper parts of the build- 
ing lying about. I think it is equally evident that, when 
the upper parts of the town walls were broken up to supply 
materials for the ecclesiastical and castellated buildings at 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



DATE OF THE I^SDSLIP. 133 

the top of the hill, it waa Bome length of time aiter they 
had been overthrown aa they now- appear, a&d that they 
had already been covered to a cert^n depth with earth. 
This appears from the circumetance that the facing-courses 
of the wall have been in general broken away to a level 
which would have been that of the ground in their present 
po8dtioa, but which would be quite unaccountable if the 
walls had been at the time standing upright. Moreover, 
if the stones of the gateway buildings had not been already 
thrown down and covered with the earth, they would have 
offered too templing a prize to escape the medieval 
builders. I believe the ecclesiastical house which stood at 
the top of the hill, and to which the present church be- 
longed, was erected in the twelilh century, and we should 
perhaps not be far from the truth if we placed the landslip 
to which we must ascribe the overthrow of the Koman ruins 
to the earlier part of the eleventh century. 

From the effects of this convulsion the excavations at 
Lyuine did not produce all the results which were expected 
fixjm them, but still the discovery was one of high interest, 
and while uncovered, the ruins — especially the gateway and 
the house — were well deserving a visit. I regret to be 
obliged to say that a large portion of the excavations have 
since beeu filled up, and that the farmer who holds part of 
the land insists that the house and the gateway shall also 
be bniied again, 1 hope this will not be done till all the 
stones in the latter have been carefully examined. If they 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



134 WANDERINaS OF AN AHTIQUART. 

were kept open, and a slight buildiog — even but a tent — 
erected on the spot where visitors might obtain refresh- 
ments, I have no doubt that a considerable profit might be 
realised. 

The spot is indeed almost as attractive from the beauty 
of the scenery, as from the interest of its ancient Roman 
remains. Behind, it is screened ft«m the north by the 
loCly cliff, crowned with castle and church ; and all around 
is a magnificent paoorama, skirted by a small copse to the 
left, with tile sea extending in front, below the flat grounds 
which in course of ages have been gained frt>m it, and far 
ofi" to the right the extensive marshes of Dymchurch and 
Romney. A little brook now runs through the middle of 
the ancient town — it may perhaps proceed from the iden- 
tical spring which contributed to the great catastrophe of 
which we have been describing the effects. It issues from a 
fountain in the side of the hill above, which in its pre- 
sent appearance is so picturesque that I am t«mpted to give 
a sketch of it. A small recess in the side of the hill is 
completely buried in trees and flowers, from the midst of 
which gushes a little stream of transparent water. A 
wooden gutter, raised upon props, has been made to con- 
duct the water, which falls into the middle of a bed of fine 
water- cresses, and it thence directs its course down to the 
shattered walls of the Portus Lemanis. Strange that so 
insignificant an agent should have been sufficient to over- 
throw a town ! 
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When I laat TiBited this spot it was on a beautiiul day 
in the autumn of 1851, in company with three friends, Dr. 
Guest of London, Mi. S. J. Mackie of Folkestone, and Mr, 
ElUot of DymchuTch. The latter gentleman had had the 
chief direction and management of the excavations, and Mr. 
Mackie is intimately acquainted with the geological forma- 
tion of the neighbourhood. We left the Roman walls and 
continued our excursion on foot westward, over the 
sloping ground bordering upon the plain which extends to 
the marshes. This flat ground appears to have been in 
Soman times a long narrow gulf of the sea, and the bank 
upon which we were walking had perhaps been broken oS 
by similar landslips from the low cliff which borders it to 
the north. When we entered some ploughed fields we met 
almost at every step with fragments of Soman pottery and 
tiles, sure evidence that the ground concealed other remtuns 
of that extraordinary people. At one spot these traces 
were so numerous, that we borrowed a spade from a farm- 
house, and soon convinced ourselves that we were not mis- 
taken in our conjectures. Mr. Mackie has since made 
some partial excavations, and discovered the remains of 
walls. At length, at a distance of some three miles from 
Lymne, we reached the ruined little chapel of Court-at- 
Street, the scene of the pretended visions of the Maid of 
Kent, which played so remarkable a part in the ecclesias- 
tical history of this country during the eventful reign of 
Henry VIII. Here we obtained some refreshments from a 
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neighbouring miberge, and reposed onTseWes under a pleas- • 
ing clmnp of trees growing beside a small pool. The 
spot is extremely pictviresque. Immediately below ns lay 
the plain, with the village of Dymchurch enveloped in trees; 
beyond it an extensive sea-view, with the shore sweeping 
round to the distant promontory of Dungeness. The bare 
walls immediately before us were enough to turn oor 
thoughts to the wouderftil eveuta which have swept over 
our country since the great flame of the Reformation was 
raised tip by a spark that was lit irom the small shrine of 
superstition in this retired nook. 

The name of the place, Court-at-Street, indicates suffi- 
ciently that we were then in the immediate ne^hbourhood 
of a Homan road, and ia fact close at haad was the ancient 
road trom the Portus Lemanis to Auderida, or Fevensey, 
which runs upon the high ground with a course so stnught 
as to betray at once its origin. Remains of Roman settle- 
ments are discovered all along, on both sides of the road, 
which seems to have been bordered wUh villas. We 
walked back to the village of Lynme along this road, and 
Mr. Elliot drove us thence to the station at Westenhanger, 
whence we took the first railway train on our return to 
Folkestone. 
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The coast districts of Sussex were rendered important 
in ancient times by their productions, as well as by their 
position, whicli was favourable for communication with 
Ganl. Thej were separated from the rest of the island 
by a wide belt of very thick forest, extendii^ from 
Kent westward into Hampshire, known to the Komans by 
the name of Silva Anderidce, and to the Saxons by that of 
Aadredes-weald and Attdredea-leak. This name it either took 
from, or gave to, an important town on the coast named 
Anderida or Portus Anderidte. We have no notice in the 
Roman writers of the history of this town, further than that 
its name is entered in the Itinerary of Richard and in the 
Notitia. When the Saxon invaders landed in a.d. 477, under 
their leader ^lla, and his three sons Cymes, Wlencing, and 
Cissa, they found this town, which they called Andredee- 
ceaster, a very strongly fortified place, and its townsmen brave 
and skilfiil warriors. It was not till 491, fourteen years 
after their arrival, that ^Ilaandhis eon Cissa obtained pos- 
session of it, and then they were so incensed at the long 
and obstinate defence of its inhabitants, that " they slew all 
that dwelt therein, so that not a single Briton was there left." 

Such is the account given by the Anglo-Saxon chro- 
h3 
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nicle. The wars of ^lla and the fat« of the Boman An- 
derida appear to haTe been long celebrated in Saxon song, 
for die old historian Henry of Huntingdon, who made 
great use of sach popular materials, has given us &om 
tradition a more circumatantial account of the attack upon 
this important town. He tells tis that ^lla led a very 
large force to the si^e of this well-fortJfled town {wbem 
tmaatiaaimam). The Britons assembled "like bees," and 
harassed the besiegers by day and by night; but the more 
the Saxons suffered from their attacks the fiercer they be- 
came, and they made continual but unavailing efforts to 
force their way into the place. " But whenever they ui^;ed 
dieir assaults on the walls, tlie Britons attacked them be- 
hind with arrows and darts so hotly, that they left the 
walls, and turned upon them. Then the Britons, quicker 
in their movements, made good their retreat into the forest, 
but no sooner did the besiegers approach the walls, than 
they were at their backs again. In this manner the 
Saxons were long embarrassed, and lost an immense num- 
ber of men, imtil at length they divided their army into 
two parte, and while one was occupied in the attack on the 
town, the other was posted in the rear to hold the Britons 
in check. Then the citizens, reduced to starvation, and 
no longer possessing the strength to resist their assailants, 
were all devoured by the sword, with their women and 
children, so that not one escaped. And because the 
strangers had thus suffered so much hurt, they destroyed 
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t^e town, so that it waa never afterwards rebuilt; and the 
deserted mins only of what appears to have been once a 
most noble city are shown to travellers as they pass."* 

It is evideiit &om this that die town of Anderida was 
not, as antiquaries and historians have been led to sup- 
pose, BO utterly destroyed that not a trace was left to 
mark its position. Any one who knows what Roman walls 
are will at once understand the improbability of such a 
result. As the historian just quoted, who lived himself 
in the earher part of the twelfth century, intimates, its 
massive fortifications remained standing, and they inclosed 
the ruins of streets and houses which, as all the inhabit- 
ants had perished, there were none who possessed that 
attachment to the place which would induce them to re- 
build. But as the town itself remained thus deserted, and 
its floors and foundations became deeper and deeper buried 
in the soil, which always collects in snch circumstances, the 
Saxons gradually formed settlements around. It had been 
an important sea-port, and the situation naturally attracted 
fishermen and others whose vocation or taste connected 
them with die wide ocean; while the ruins of the ancient 
town ftimished ready materials ibr buildii^. To the east 
of the old town some Saxon chief whose name was Peofti 

* Thi« I bellevB to be the nmnipg o( the words o( HSD17 of Hun- 
tingdon, ita urbmi dtitmnnml, qiu)d nunjiuim poilta readificala at, 
locm tanlun quati nobilitiima urbii traiueuntilnu oilmdilur detelotw. 
Hen. HuDt. Hiit. lib. ii. p. 812. 
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appears to have taken up his residence, aad a village was 
formed around him which, with its bay, became known by 
the name of Peofmes-ea, or Pevens-ea, the Water of Peofii. 
It IB evident that this site was chosea oo account of ilfi 
proximity to the sea. On the western or land side of the 
ancient town, on the side of the ancient military road or 
street, another settlement was formed, no doubt subsequent 
to the other, because it was called for distinction -sake the 
West-ham, or the manor on the west. These two settle- 
ments gradually increased in magnitude and importance, 
until they became incorporated and were made a branch of 
the cinque ports. We have no guide to the period at 
which Peofii settled here, but it must have been remote, for 
we learn that as early as the year 792 Peofenes-ea was given 
by its proprietor, who was then the Earl Berbtwald, to the 
abbey of St. Denis at Paris. It continued to be a sea-port 
of importance; in the eleventh century, especially, it seems 
to have been a common resort of ships, and it was here 
that, on the 28th of September, 1066, William of Nor- 
mandy landed with that powerful army with which in the 
fatal battle of Hastings he expelled the Sason dynasty 
from the throne of England. At this time Fevenes-ae was 
of sufficient importance to possess a mint; and, the whole 
district having been given by the Conqueror to his half- 
brother Eobert, Count of Mortaigne, that nobleman, per- 
ceiving at once the importance of the position for one 
wliAflP interests lay between England and Normandy, 
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detennined to make here one of hia principal castles. The 
area of the Roman town waa then probably a mere rough 
ground, the foundation-walls of the Koman houses being 
already buried in the accumulated earth, and the circuit of 
the massive Trails of ancient Anderida inclosing a space 
abundantly suflScient for what the Normans called the outer 
baUium of their caatles. Count Robert chose the south- 
eastern extremity of this area, where the ground was much 
higher than the rest (perhaps rtused artificially), to erect 
his Norman fortress. This fortress was long celebrated in 
English history; but as the sea gradually receded from the 
port, both castle and town lost their importance. Both 
Pevenaey and West-ham, though still preserving their old 
corporate rights and character, were again reduced to mere 
villages, but between them stand the remains of Anderida; 
and those majestic walls, which had witnessed for many a 
long year the Roman occupation of our island, and which 
had presented an insurmountable obstacle to the furious 
attacks of the Sason invaders, still stand in many parts 
more perfect than the ruins of the Norman castle. The 
ancient name of Anderida has been entirely lost, and irom 
the earlier of the two Saxon settlements the whole site has 
received the name of Pevensey Castle. 

There are few ruins in England which better deserve a 
visit than those of Pevensey Castle ; and they are now easy 
of access, for the visitor may reach them with almost equal 
facility by rwlway from Hastings or from Brighton (by 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



142 WANDERIHOS OF AN AUTIQUARY, 

way of Lenee), or from tiondon. From the metropolis, 
with ft return ticket, be may, if he Ukes, proceed thither 
by an early trun in the morning, and return at night ; and 
there is a good inn — the Corporation Arms — between the 
Perensey station and the castle, at which he may obtain 
refreshments. The Brighton Railway, which ie the one he 
must take, is one of the most pietnresqoe lines near London, 
presenting to the traveUer in his rapid course a fair sample 
of the varied scenery of Surrey and Sussex. Between the 
stations of Beigate and Horley, the traveller enters upon 
the weald district, the ancient Silva Anderitke, and as he 
passes through it, he obttuns many fine views of wild, 
irregular scenery, bounded by the distant heights of the 
forest, many of which are still thickly clothed ia wood. 
At the Hayward's Heath station, in the middle of this dis- 
trict, he turns off from the Brighton line, and a few miles 
turther he leaves the weald, and enters upon the equally 
striking scenery of the Sussex downs, the road becoming 
more and more picturesque as he approaches the town of 
Lewes. 

Lewes is a pretty aud interesting country town, occu- 
pying an elevation in a pass between two ridges of the 
downs. The railroad was conducted in a tunnel right 
underneath the town, much to the discomfort of some of 
the inhabitants who happened to have wells and pumps, 
which, from the position of the place, had been necessarily 
sunk deep on the line through which the tunnel passed. 
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It is said that one good hoasewife, rieiog in the morning 
and as usual lorrering the bucket into her veil to obtain 
the water necessary for household purposes, was not a lii.tle 
amazed at bringing it up with chalk rubbish shovelled in 
by the railway excavatora beiow. The town of Lewes 
strikes us by the cleanness of its streets, which is, indeed, a 
usual characteristic of a town built thus upon a hill. It 
still presents a few specimens of old street architecture, 
though, as in so many other places, the greater part of the 
remains of this description have been cleared away before 
the progress of modem improvements. There are a few 
other old buildings worthy of remark, but the two objects 
of most attraction to the antiquarian visitor are the ruins of 
the castle and the remains of the celebrated priory of St. 
Pancras. The site of the latter was partially escavated 
during the formation of the railway, and many interesting 
objects were discovered, of which a description will be 
found in Mr. Lower's excellent little " Hand-book for 
Lewes." Some ancient architectural remains have also 
been uncovered in the private gardens which here abut on 
the railway. The stranger should not pass hence without 
entering the neighbouring church of St. John in South- 
over, and visiting the beautiful little chapel erected by a 
native and self-taught architect over the tomb of the 
princess Gundrada. The remains of Lewes castle consist 
chiefly of the gateway, and of the keep or citadel, erected 
on the top of a lofty mound of earth, which has every 
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appearance of being artificial. Sucli mounds are often 
found in the earUer caatlea, but I cannot belp suspectii^ 
that thej are in all cases of much greater antiquitj than 
the caatle itself ; when a vast heap of earth hie this had 
been piled up it would hardly require less than a century 
or two to give it the solidity necessary for enpportii^ a 
ponderous mass of masonry like a Norman keep. The 
buildings on the summit of this veiy lofty mound here 
consisted of four octi^nal towers with curtain walls ; two 
only of the towers remain, and one of them is now tenanted 
by the Sussex Arohteological Society, and fitted up as a 
museum. There are several good and zealous antiquaries 
in the town of Lewes and its neighbourhood, among whom 
it is only necessary to mention the well-known name of 
Mark Antony Lower. Its antiquitiea are not the only 
attraction of Lewes, for few localities afford finer walks 
and rides than those iiimiahed by the picturesque downs 
that immediately surround it. 

These various attractions are sufficient to detain the 
visitor who has time at his command for a day or two at 
least at Lewes. After leaving the town the railway pur- 
sues its course through some of the finest scenery of the 
South Downs. At first the traveller has high ground 
stretching to some distance from Lewes on the left, and on 
the right a long and elevated ridge extending to Alftiston. 
Beyond and between are lesser undulations. Then again 
appear the high grounds above the village of Arlington on 
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the left, and on l3ie other side, those above Folkington and 
Willingdon, the commencement of the hilly country 
which extends to Beachy Head. Further on he passes 
through a hilly district, but less marked, until he arrives at 
the edge oftbe flat country known as PevenseyLeyel, and the 
time-worn walls of Pevensey Castle rise boldly before him. 
Many of the hills we have passed are crowned with 
numerous barrows, or sepulchral mounds, some of them 
Anglo-Saxon, and others proved by their contents to be of 
that description which are iisuaUy termed Eomano-Britiah. 
Many of them were opened some years ago by Dr. Klan- 
tell, one of the best and most popular of our geologists, who 
was for some years resident at Lewes, of which he was a 
native, and many of the articlea found In them are in his 
collection now in the British Museum, It is to Dr. Mantell 
also that we owe the knowledge of the geological wonders of 
this district; which is further interesting to the naturalist 
as producing a considerable variety of rare plants. It 
is the favourite resort of the wheatear (sylvia cenantke), 
which is caught in great numbers by the shepherds. 
The grass, growing on a thin crust of moidd formed on 
the chalk, gives a peculiar flavour to the South-down 
mutton. The vaUeys, or combs, are in many instances 
very picturesque. When I visited Pevensey in the spring 
of the year 1852, I was particularly struck with the 
abundance and magnitude of the primroses in the green 
lanes in that neighbourhood. The mound of Lewes Castle 
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waa also covered vith them, many bemg of a beautiful 
pale pink colour. 

Pevensey Castle, with its adjoining villages, is situated 
on 8lightl7 elevated ground, on the edge of tiie level 
already mentioned. The walls of the castle are seen 
from the railway station, from which we pass by a short 
cross road into the lai^;er road which leads us up to the 
noble entrance towers, the decuman gat« of ancient Ad- 
denda. The Boman masonry is here wonderfnlly perfect j 
although it has been exposed to the changes of a great 
part of two thousand years, the mark of the trowel is still 
visible on the mortar, snd many of the facing stones look 
as fresh as if they had been cut yesterday. The width 
of the q)ening between these two towers is now twenty- 
seven feet, which is too large for the entrance to a strongly' 
fortified town; but it was perhaps narrowed by stone 
buildings long cleared away, or this wide openii^ was 
only the approach to the narrower gatoway into tie town. 
In fact, the visitor no sooner passes this magnificent pile of 
masonry, than he perceives distinctly by the unevenness of 
the ground tliat he is treading upon a complicated mass of 
foundations of walls which most probably supported the 
gateway of the town, and the result of a careAil escavation 
of this spot would no doubt be extremely interesting. 

The stranger to Pevensey who would appreciate the 
grandeur of the Roman remains must not at first enter the 
area, but pursue the road to the left which runs outside 
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uncUr the nortbem wall and its massive solid towers. Im- 
mediatelj to the west of the grand entrance a modem 
house has been built, the pigsties and other outhouses of 
which conceal a large portion of the wall and the first 
towex from view. AAer passing this encumbrance the 
wall becomes visible, and assumes a bold appearance. 
Beyond the third tower from tlie gateway thera is a large 
breach, and the wall disappears altogether for some yards. 
Here Mr. Koach Smith, examining the foundations from 
the interior, suspected the existence of a postern gate, and 
an excavation undertaken at his expense shewed that his 
experienced eye had not been deceived. The form of this 
entrance, as it has been but very partiaUy exposed to 
view, deserves special observation. 

The tower next after this breach in the wall is in a good 
slate of preservation, and is remarkable from the circum- 
stance that it bears on its summit a Norman superstruc- 
ture, no doubt intended as a watch tower, for it commands 
a very extensive view of the principal approaches to this 
important fortress. The accompanying sketch was taken 
from the west, looking towards Pevensey. There is a 
striking contrast between the rough masonry of the Nor- 
man superstructure and the workmanlite finish of the 
Roman building below. The latter is here extremely well 
defined. It consists of a regular facing of squared atones, 
with the usual bondii^ courses of brieke (a very peculiar 
characteristic of Roman masonry in this country). Here 
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here the place of bricke is supplied by flag or Horsbam 
. The interior is filled up with irregular materials, 
ig which liquid mortar was thrown, and the latter (in 
li we observe at once the mixture of pounded tile so pe~ 
r to the Roman mortar) has become harder than the 
itself. The wall and towers remain for the moat part of 
original height, which is somewhat more than twenty 
and thej are about ten feet in thickness. It is 
ded that at the beginning of the last century, it being 
eary to make a watercourse under part of the Romaa 
it was found to be built upon piles, covered with 
planks of wood. The Roman walls in this country 
suallj built thus on wooden planks laid on the surface 
e ground; but here the piles seem to have been 
red by the nature of the ground. The towers, 
li, as it has been already intimated, consist of a solid 
of masonry, are built into the mass of the wall. 
is a peculiarity in the remains at Pevensey, for in 
other instances of Roman walla, as at Richborough in 
, Bni^h Castle in Norfolk, &c. the towers have been 
after the wall itself, apparently aa supports. At 
h Castle (the Garianiumum of the Romans), the towers 
ictually detached from the wall. The towers at Pe- 
y are peculiar in form ; their plan consists of a 
■e and a semicircle attached to it. 
e facing of tlie walls and towers is in many places 
idated, especially the lower parts of the towers, which 
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have in several instances been protected by the recent 
erection of props, one of which is shewn in the preceding 
cut. In some places breaches in the facing of the wall 
and towers have evidently been the result of violence, and 
they speak probably of some of the early sieges to which 
this fortress was exposed. These breaches are sometimes 
filled up with repairs of an early date. The most remark- 
able example of such repairs is shewn in the tower of 
which the accompanying sketch was made by Mr. Fairholt. 
Here a large breach has been made in the facing of the 
tower, which has been repaired with that peculiar style of 
masonry called herring-bone work, consisting of large flat 
stones placed in a zig-zag pattern, as shewn in our sketch. 
This style of masonry was much used by the Komans 
themselves, but it was also employed by Saxons and Nor- 
mans to a later period ; and, though one would fain see in 
the sample here figured a memorial of the last struggle of 
Anderida, yet it must be confessed that there is nothing 
about it to guide us in fixing its dat«. 

Immediately afler this tJ3wer a modem arched gateway 
has been cut through the wall, by which the interior area 
is entered from the Pevensey side. Mr. Lower and Mr. 
Pigg, who are both excellent judges, and have had good 
opportunity for examination, are of opinion that there 
was originally a postern gate here, but if so it has be«ii 
delaced in TnnUng the modem arch. The wall hence 
continues its course, with one intervening tower, to the 
o3 
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eastem corner, where the Norman castle stands on what 
seema to have been a lofty artificial mound. It is in 
the gardens here adjacent to the exterior of the Koman 
wall, and on the slope of the mound, where we enter the 
Norman castle, that the greatest number of Roman coins 
has been found. A portion of another Roman tower, and 
some fragments of Roman wall, are found on the south- 
eastern exterior of the Norman castle, afler which there 
are no traces of wall for a considerable distance along the 
south side of the inclosure. This and the breach on the 
northern side seem to have been made in comparatively 
modem times, for, had they existed when the Norman or 
Edwardian defences were built, they would no doubt have 
been filled up by walls of that period. On the southern 
side the wall stood on the edge of rather a steep bank, 
which seems to have been gradually wearing away till the 
wall was undermined and fell. 

The Roman walls inclose an area of about ten acres. 
The ground within rises gradually, hut very perceptibly, 
from the west and north, and it is evidently very much 
raised above its original level. Indeed, one would imagine, 
from the unevenness of the surface, that, imdemeath, the 
whole area is full of the remains of buildings, and a 
careful excavation would perhaps lay open the floors and 
streets of the ancient Roman town as they were left after 
the massacre of its inhabitants by the enraged warriors of 
^lla and Cisaa. 
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The form of the Koman town of Acderida, as defined 
bj its walls, was an irregular oval, extending nearly east 
and west. Its walls and towers are shown by the black 
line in the accompanying plan, reduced from an actual 
survey by Mr. William Figg, of Jjcwes, where 1 indicates 
the grand entrance, or decuman gate; 2, the postern dis- 
covered by Mr. Roach Smith; and 3, the entrance into 
the castle from the village of Pevenaey. i is the spot 
in the neighbourhood of which the Roman coins are 
chiefly found. Along the southern side, at 6, a conside- 
rable portion of the walls has disappeared. 



J--~Ji 




The Norman castle occupies nearly an a 
of the interior area, at the south-e 
plan). It forms an irregular pentagon, round a large 
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monnd, bo that the small interior court is much higher 
than the ground outside. The bnildinga are in a veij 
ruinous state ; but thiee of the towers are standing, and 
the gateway, flanked hj two towers, is sufficiently pre- 
serred to enable us to tmderatand ite plan and arrangement. 
This latter faces as near as may be the grand entrance of 
the Roman incloauie, and it is quite evident that in this, 
and more especially in the external forms of the towers 
round the castle, the medieval architect imitated the 
Roman models before him. I speak of it aa the Norman 
castle, but there are many peculiarities in its architecture 
which render it doubtful how much of it belongs to the 
Norman period and how much to a later date. This castle 
is separated &om the rest of the area by a moat, over 
which a drawbridge led to the entrance. The little court 
within ^e castle, which has a deep well in the middle, is a 
favourite place for pic-nic parties, and the highest part af- 
fords an extensive view of the conntty around, reaching 
southward over the bay, from Beachy Head to Hastings. 

On the outside of the decuman gate the village of West- 
ham, with its fine church, extends on both sides of the 
road, and presents some good examples of old timber 
houses. This was no doubt the great road leading from 
Anderida to the Roman towns along the southern coast of 
Britain. It bad been deserted at an early period, for after 
leaving Westham its direct course is now covered by corn- 
fields and pastures. When I visit«d Pevensey in the spring 
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of this year (1852), in company witli Mr. Lower and another 
zealous antiqiiary of Lewes, Mr. W. Figg, and Mr. E. B. 
Price, it was partly with the object of eiamining this road. 
We easily traced ita course along tiie ploughed fields by a 
broad line of large stones and moitar mixed among the 
soil, which had been torn up by the ploughshare. On 
digging, we found the road itself about a foot underground, 
paved with lai^e round stones from the sea-beach set in 
mortar. This road points directly towards Lewes, and I 
believe has been traced almost to that town, very near 
which it must have passed. Coins and other antiquities 
found at Lewes in considerable numbers seem to prove that 
that town must have been a Boman settlement of some kind, 
and some antiquaries have conjectured that it was the town 
or station mentioned in the geography of the anonymous 
writer of Ravenna under the name of Mutuantonis, or, ac- 
cording to the reading of one manuscript, Mantuautonis, as 
being somewhere in the same part of the island as Ande- 
rida. It must be stated, however, that this can be taken 
only as a very vague conjecture, for no infonnaliou what- 
ever is given as to the exact position of Mutuantonis. 



Since the foregoing description of the remains of Ande- 
rida was written, a subscription has been opened for 
carrying on exl«nsive excavations on the site under the 
directions of Mr. Roach Smith and Mr. Lower, which 
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have been commeHced with considerable Bucceee, They 
began with the great western gateway, and within the 
massive towers which protected it were discovered the 
lower part of buildings, constructed of massive stones, 
which had formed the gate-house, and through which, no 
doubt under an arch, a passage, only wide enough to allow 
a narrow carriage to pass, led into the town. The exca- 
vation, continued along the interior of the town wall, for 
a short distance on each side, exposed the lower part of 
the waU to view with its original facing in a state of great 
perfection; and trenches dug from the wall inwards at 
various points along the northern side of the area, showed 
that there had been no building adjoining to the town 
wall. A clear road seems to have run all round at the 
foot of it. I have already mentioned the curious jwstem- 
gate discovered by Mr. Roach Smith in the middle of the 
northern wall; and the conjecture that the doorway in the 
eastern waD, leading to the village of Pevensey, was an 
ancient gate, has been iiilly confirmed by the excavations 
on the present occasion, which have exposed to view the 
set-off course and the lower stones of the ancient entrance. 
Among the most interesting discoveries yet made are those 
on the southern side of the area ; where it has proved, as I 
always suspected, that the bank covered the remains of the 
Boman waU, which originally inclosed the town on this 
side. The wall was found in some parts tolerably perfect, 
and it had been supported by towers similar to those in 
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die other part of the circuit ; but it had fallen, apparently 
by tbe giving way of the bank, and has been broken to 
pieces in the fall, eome of the fragments lying under what 
appear to be inequalities in the ground below. This 
Bouthem wall ran nearly in a straight line to a point near 
that marked 6 in our plan, where it made a turn at right 
angles for two or three yards, and was then continued in a 
line parallel to its original direction. In the short return 
wall was another postern gate, the exact form of which 
cannot easily be made out on account of the displacement 
caused by the partial falUng of the wall. It is thus satis- 
factorily proved that the Roman town of Anderida was 
entirely surrounded by the wall; and it is probable that 
the fall of the portion of the southern wall now brought 
to light occurred at no very remote period, as there are no 
traces of a Norman wall built to supply its place. 

The more receut excavations have had for their object 
to investigate the character of the Norman fortress in the 
south-eastern corner of the area, the shattered remains of 
which were much clogged up with the accumulation of 
earth. It was previously apparent that the Normans, in 
erecting their castle, had taken advantage of the Eoman 
wall and towers of this part of the area; but the recent 
investigation, as far as it was carried, led to the belief that 
there may have existed here in Boman times a raised 
earthwork and buildings, which caused it to be chosen for 
the site of the Normau donjon. In the high part of the 
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casUe itself, tlie masoiirj was found to be of a much earlier 
character than that of the medieval walls and towers wHch 
surround the court below, and its character is so peculiar 
that it has been su^ested that it formed perhaps a portion 
of a Saxon fortress erected npon this spot; although, as 
the walls and towers alluded tc are not apparently of very 
early work (perhaps late Norman and Transition), this 
more ancient masonry may belong to the castle built by 
William the Conqueror's half-brother, Robert Earl of 
Mortaigne. But one of the most curious discoveries was 
made in excavating within the court, where there appears 
to be a great accumulaliou of earth. In digjpng a trench 
in this small area, the workmen came to the foundations of 
the ancient chapel, which was a small building in the 
middle of the court, in the form of a rectangular paral- 
lelogram. The rude Norman font was found standing in 
its place ; and three skeletons were disinterred, which ap- 
peared to have been laid in the ground without coffins or 
any other protection. 

I believe that, for some reason or other, permission has 
not been given to excavate in the interior of the area of 
the Roman town, which is to be regretted, although the 
few experiments which have been made seem to show that 
the site of the ancient town had been very much disturbed 
by the Norman castle-builders. In one or two instances 
where a trench was dug a short distance inward from the 
walls, it appeared as if the Normans had brought imtoeQEc 
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quantities of clay and cast it within the area tJi raise 
the ground. Still, if a deep trench were dug across the 
area, we can hardly doubt but it would throw some fiarther 
light on the character of the ancient town. The few 
relics of antiquity found in the course of the excavations 
consisted chiefly of broken pottery and coins, with the 
bones of animals. I myself picked up a fine tusk of a 
boar, which had probably been killed by the Boman 
hunters in the forest of Anderida. 

There can be no doubt that Anderida was an important 
Soman town, and probably some of its importance arose from 
its Btandii^ on the edge of the great weald or forest which 
supplied the Romans with iron from the earliest period of 
their knowledge of the island. The weald district spreads 
out Irom the north-western boundary of Sussex, in an 
easterly direction towards the coast of Kent. At the 
western extremity of Sussex the weald is at least fourteen 
or fifteen miles from the coast, which it approaches 
very gradually as it runs eastward, until it reaches 
Pevensey, where it is but a short distance from the sea. 
Beyond this point, Pevensey Level intervenes, and the 
weald leaves the coast till we come to Bexhill, from which 
place the weald forms the coast until it reaches Winchelsea, 
Here the levels again present themselves, and the weald is 
s^arated from the coast by Komney Marsh, never to 
approach it again. To the north it makes a wide sweep 
through Kent and Surrey, reaching almost to Maidstone 
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and Guildford. Geologically speaking, tliia district pre- 
sents three principal strata or beds ; first, or uppermost, 
what is called the weald clay, next the Hastings sands, and 
in the third place, the " Aahbumham beds." The weald 
clay forms a zone running round the Haatinga sands from 
Pevensey by Petworth K. Tunbridge and the Isle of 
Oxney in Kent, and iacludea the celebrated Petworth and 
Bethersden marblea. The extensive bed of the Hastings 
sands extends from Bexhill in Sussex to Ham-street in 
Kent, forming, as their name implies, the coast at Hastings, 
and running inland to Crowborough Hill near Tunbridge 
Wells, The iron-ore is found in the ferruginous sands of 
the Hastings and Ashbumham beds, but principally in 
the vast beds of sandstone forming what is named locally 
the Forest Ridge, extending inland from Hastings in a 
direction nearly west, and rising in certain parts, as at 
Crowborough, to an elevation of above 800 feet above the 
level of the iea. It was on the slopes of this ridge that the 
British or Roman roinera established themselves. 

Railways have made thia district far more easy of access 
than it was in former times. Taking the train from Lewes 
at the Pevensey station, a distance of six miles and a half 
across Pevensey Level brings the traveUer to the station at 
Bexhill on the border of the weald, where it approaches 
the coast. Hence hilly ground skirta the coast all the way 
to the modern town of St. Leonard's and the ancient town 
of Hastings, where the extremity of the hill rises boldly 
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towarda the sea, and is crowned by the ruins of the ancient 
Nonnaa castle. From St. Leonard's or Hastings a beau- 
tifiil ride, varied with fine distant views and deep woody 
goi^es in the hill, oyer the high ridge which extends behind 
Hastings from Fairlight down to Battle, takes us into the 
valley of Seddlescombe, where we are in the middle of the 
Koman iron-works. I had an opportunity of examining 
this ground when on avisit to an excellent friend, Hercules 
Sharps, Esq., of Oatlande, in the pariah of Seddlescombe. 
The house at Oaklands stands on the slope of the hill 
looking towards the north; and in cutting a road to it 
through the grounds, it was found that for a considerable 
extent the whole bank was composed of iron cinders, of 
great antiquity evidently, for large oaks stood upon the 
surfece. In one place, where they were dug up for the 
purpose of making the road, the bed of cinders was found 
to be not less than 20 feet deep. The period to which 
these cinders beloi^ed was here made evident by the dis- 
covery of several Roman coins, one of which, of the 
Emperor Diocletian, is etiU. in the possession of Mr. 
Sharpe. Here, as in the For^t of Dean, the ore has been 
very imperfectly smelted. If we ascend the hill imme- 
diately behind Mr. Sharpe's house, at the distance of about 
a quarter of a mUe, we find, in a small copse, one of the 
places from whence the Roman miners extracted their ore. 
The wood is fiill of small round pits or holes, at present 
from two to three feet deep, and in digging into them with 
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a pick we turn up qaantitiea of nodular stones, in appear- 
anct and in the manner they lie together very much like 
gigantic potatoea. These nodular concretions are formed 
of the olay-ironstone of this district, and oftett consist of 
an outttr-shfcll of iron ore with a nucleus of sand. Groups 
of these pits, always covered with under-wood and trees, 
are found often in this neighbourhood. The smelting 
furnaces, which seem to have been always placed on the 
slope of the hiUs near the bottom, probably to facilitate 
the running out of the melted metal, appear to have been 
of a very rude construction. The fuel used was charcoal, 
pieces of which are often found impressed in the cinders. 
The iron ore, broken up, was placed in alternate layers 
with charcoal, and limestone was thrown in as a flux. 
When the mass was filled high enough, it was surrounded 
and covered with a wall of clay, having holes at the 
bottom for letting in the draught and allowing the melted 
metal to run out. This is believed to be the usual method 
of smelting among the Romans in Britain. 

Among the hills on the opposite side of the valley from 
Oaklands, are other groups of pits and masses of cinders, 
and traces of what appear to have been tanks for water. 
Roman coins have also been found among these remains, 
and Mr. Robert Mercer, who lives in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood, possesses a very fine stone axe which was found 
here. The discovery of a stone weapon or tool in the 
midst of the iron-works is certainly a curious fact. In the 
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pariah of Maresfield, Jurther to the west, are extensive 
beds of these iroa cinders, which are thickly scattered 
with Koman coins, fragments of Boman pottery (including 
the red potteiy called Samian ware), fibulie, and other 
articles. Mr. Lower, who has given a most interesting 
paper on the iron-works of Sussex in the second volume 
of the Sussex Archteological CoUeotiona, t«Us us that the 
remains of Goman pottery are here so abundant, that 
scarcely a barrow-load of cindera is removed which does 
not contain several fragments of it. The coins examined 
by Mr. Lower were of the emperors Nero, Vespasian, 
Tetricus, and Diocletian. 
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CHAPTER Vni. 

THE ROMAN POTTERIES ON THE BANKS OF TBE MEDWAY. 

It was a bright and beautiful day in the mouth of May, 

1S46, wheu a few Mends, all inl«re8ted more or less in 
antiquarian pursuits, assembled at Strood, in Kent, at the 
invitation of Mr. Humphrey Wickham of that place, a 
gentleman weU known to archoeol(^;ists for his numerous 
and interesting discoveriea on the site of one of the cemeteiiea 
of the Koman city of DurobrivcB (Kochester) which lay at 
Strood, Our party consisted of Mr. Roach Smith, Mr. 
Fairholt, Mr. Jerdan (of the Literary Gazette), Mr. A. J. 
Dunkin, Mr. Wickham, myself, and one or two others. A 
fine yacht, which had been lent us for the occasion, waited 
upon us in Chatham harbour. 

After a hearty breakfast at Strood, a prudent preparation 
for such an excursion, we went on board our craft, which 
was immediately put under weigh, and we were soon sailing 
down the waters of the Medway; I might well have added, 
joyously, for thexe is nothing more exhilarating than an 
excursion on the water in one of the smiling days of spring. 
The banks of the Medway, so fine above Rochester bridge, 
are below Chatham nowhere very interesting, and they 
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soon become extremely flat, with gronnd riaiDg a little 
behind, on which we may trace here and there the tower of 
a village church. We pass on the left Upaor castle, and 
on the right Gillingham, two of the defences of Britain in 
the olden time, and then we come upon low level ground, 
extending from Gillingham to the Isle of Sheppey, and 
known as Gillingham, TJpchurch, and Halstow marehea, 
from the three parishes over which they extend. They are 
not correctly described by their name of manhea, as they 
can hardly be called marshea in the usual acceptation of 
the term ; the ground is in fact hard, but it liea upon a 
very tenacious and fine clay, its level being a little above 
tliat of the river at high water, and the latter has cut it 
into innumerable little creeks and channels. It was at the 
mouth of one of the lai^er creeka, known by the name of 
Otterham creek, which runs in a winding course from the 
Medway up to the western boundary of the viUi^e of 
Upchorch, that we cast anchor. 

It is time that I should state the object of our little 
voyage. Various accidental discoveries made of late years 
had shown that theae marshea are the site of very exten- 
aive Roman potteries, which must, from appearances, have 
been worked during the whole period of the Roman occu- 
pation of the island. In many parts along the sides of the 
cre«ka, where the sea has broken away the ground and left 
a perpendicular or almost a perpendicular bank, we can see 
running along at a depth of from two to three feet a regular 
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layer, in many places a foot thick, of Roman pottery, most 
of it in fragments, but here and there a perfect or nearly 
perfect Teasel, and mixed mth lumps of half-bumt clay. 
The bed of the creek is formed of the clay in a liquid 
state, forming a fine and very tenacious mud; this is 
completely filled with the Roman pottery, which is more 
easily procured in the mud than in the bank, and with less 
danger of breaking the perfect apeeimeos. The latter 
may be felt by pushing a stick about in the mud. When 
I say more easily found, I mean by those who have no ob- 
jection to trusting themselves into the mud, with the hope 
of getting out of it again. 

Having dropped our anchor at the mouth of Otterham 
creek, as I hare already stated, we lowered our two boats. 
We had previously prepared ourselves for the adventure 
by laying aside such parts of our clothing as we did not 
wish to spoil, putting on immense water-boots, which 
enveloped most of us nearly to the middle, and shielding 
our heads with those impenetrable coverings known as 
" sou' westers." Thus equipped, and carrying each of us 
a light spade, or at least a stick, we took to our boats and 
ascended the creek. AStex some rowing, we came to a 
spot where the appearance of the banks told us that there 
must be abundance of pottery, and here we run our boats 
on the mud, and jumped into it ourselves. It must be 
borne in mind, that we had so chosen our time as to arrive 
there when the tide was almost out, and when therefore 
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there was a wide surface of mud left uncovered between 
the water and the bank. The mud, it must be obaerred, 
had no definite bottom. At the auriace it was simply day 
kept in a liquid state by being constantly covered by the 
tide. A little beneath it was rather stiSer, and as one 
sank deeper and deeper the consistence increased gradually, 
until no doubt st some unknown depth it became hard. 
This conjectural depth, however, was so far beyond our 
geological knowledge or our power of fathoming, that we 
were obliged to keep in almost constant motion that we 
might not sink too far ourselves, and withal the clay mud 
was BO tenacious that motion itself was not always pos- 
sible. It was a common occurrence for one of us to get 
his l€^ so fast that he was obliged to call in the aid of one 
of his companions to help biTn to pull it out ; and even 
when a foot had sunk to a very inconsiderable depth, its 
unfortunate possessor, in his attempt at progression, was 
often thrown on Ids hands and knees, in which case his 
arms invariably went in almost up to the shoulders, or he 
was made to roll over in a contrary direction. Towards 
the close of the exploring espedition, when the tide was 
coming in rather rapidly, I actually found one of our most 
distinguished archsiologists, who had been unconsciously 
sinking gradually, while occupied with a remarkably rich 
bed of pottery, imbedded himself to such a degree, that I 
had literally to dig a trench roimd him to set him free, 
obliged all the while to move about rapidly myself to avoid 
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a flimilar fate. All these accidents, however, helped to 
keep ap the mirth and amusement of this extraordinary 
exploration, and we spent two or three hours very agree- 
ably, dabbling about in the mud and the water, to the no 
small annoyance of multitudes of shrimps and small 
crabs, the latter of which were running about like bo 
many very targe spiders. Our proceedings, it may be 
added, were venturesome enough to be not altogetlier 
agreeable to one or two of our party, who preferred basking 
in the sun on the more solid baok, and looking on at the 
freaks of their companions. 

We had soon collected a very considerable quantity of 
samples of Roman pottery, of a great variety of forms and 
patterns, though we had not been very successful in finding 
perfect vessels. Many of our fragments, however, were 
sufficiently large to shew us the ori^nal shape and cha- 
racter of the vessels to which they belonged, and they 
always possessed the classic elegance of form character- 
istic of Roman art in all its branches. The pottery made 
here was of an inferior kind to that made in the no 
less extensive, works which have been discovered at the 
northern Durobriva (Castor, on the eastern borders of 
Northamptonshire). Nevertheless, the Roman pottery of 
the Medway is of a fine and hard texture. Its colour is 
usually a blue-black, which was produced by baking it in 
the smoke of vegetable substances, in what have been 
designated by Mr. Axtis, the discoverer of the Durobri- 
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Tian potteries, smother-kilna. The ornaments of the pot- 
t«iy found in these marshes are simple in character, but 
verj- diversified. They often consist of bands of half- 
circles, made with compasses, sometimes by themselves, 
and sometimes combined with lines drawn from the half- 
inroles to the bottoms of the vessels, with an instrument 
like a notched piece of wood. Some of the samples of this 
ware are ornamented with wavy intersections and zigzag 
lines, while on others the ornament is formed by raised 
points, encircling the vessels in bands, or grouped inlo 
circles, squares, and diamond patterns. In other examples 
the ornament is more simple, consisting merely of paraUel 
or crossed lines. Lines crossed dianjond-wise, like net- 
work, form a very common ornament. A few samples of 
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tiuB pottery, to ftimish a general notion of its character, 
are given in the accompanying cut. Some specimeua of a 
red ware have been found ia Otterham creek and its 
neighbourhood; they are of the same kind of clay, but 
were made by subjecting it to a stronger d^p-ee of heat 
in the burning. The yessels of this red ware are usually 
bottle-shaped, with narrow necks and with handles. 

The most extraordinary circumstance connected with 
these layers of pottery is their great extent. They have 
as yet been only very partially explored ; but they have 
been found within the parish of Gillingham, and again on 
the edge of the flat land or marshes towards the isle of 
Sheppey, and they have been discovered on every point 
which has yet been examined between these extremes, a 
distance of not less than seven or eight miles. In the 
transverse direction, the site of the potteries extends as 
much as three miles. The bed of pottery ia, as before 
stated, usually nearly a foot thick. In the mud of the 
creeks it is found in such quantities that you may often 
thmst your arm down and bring up a handful of it, and it 
BO hard that you run the risk of cutting your fingers with 
the fragments. From an examination of the fragments as 
they lie, and of the more perfect specimens found among 
them, we can have no doubt of their being the refuse of 
the kilns of the potters, who, it seems, graduaOy moved 
along in the course of years, or rather of ages, using up 
the clay, which is peculiarly well calculated for the pur- 
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pose, and throwing their refuse — the broken and damaged 
potf«ry — on the land which they had exhausted, until this 
extensive tract of ground became covered with it. The 
channel of the Medway appears then to have been narrower 
than at present, and these — as they are now called — marshes 
were then not subject in the same manner to the influx of 
the eea. The Komans left them, either when they left these 
potteries to seek some new site, or when Saxon invaders 
drove the inhabitants away, a mere wide field of broken 
pottery. This was gradually covered by alluvial soil to 
the depth of two or three feet ; at some subsequent period 
the sea has scooped this ground into creeks and channels, 
till it looks almost like a great honeycomb; and thus the 
bed of pottery was again brought to light. What were 
the changes through which the river has gone during this 
known period, and what were their causes, are questions 
not unworthy of the consideration of the geol<^ist. 

Mr. Eoach Smith has examined this district more exten- 
sively than any one else, and he has traced, on the high 
grounds behind, indications of buildings, which no doubt 
mark the site of a village or small town inhabited by the 
potters and their masters or overseers. " In the Halstow 
marshes," he says, " I noticed, at a particular spot, a con- 
siderable quantity of tiles and stones, which I could not po- 
sitively identify as having been used in buildings; but 
adjoining the church, near the creek, there are abundance of 
fragments of tiles of various kinds, that clearly show the 
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locality to have been the site of buildings, which, if we 
may judge from their cfcins, must have been tolerably ex- 
tensive. On the sides of the church, facing the creek, an 
embankment has been thrown up to protect the land from 
the sea; this defence is filled with broken tiles and pottery, 
which also literally cover the shores. The church iteelf, 
probably of Saxon origin, has a large quantilj of Roman 
masonry worked into the walls ; and in a field, west of the 
church, in the side of a well sunk for water for the pur- 
poses of brick-making, I noticed a tier of Roman tiles, 
which appeared to be part of a hypocanst." The high 
grounds behind the Upohurch marshes, beginning at the 
head of Otterhara creek, were the site of a Roman ceme- 
tery belonging no doubt to the settlement at Halstow. 
Sepulchral deposits of urns and calcined bones are fre- 
quently met with there, and in one of them was found a 
lai^ brass coin of Antoninus Pius. 

The whole of this extensive and little known district 
deserves amuch more careful exploration. Our researches, 
in the visit I have been describii^, were entirely confined 
to Otterham creek. After passing the greater part of the 
day very pleasantly in the mud, until the tide flowing in 
was rapidly covering it, we gathered ourselves together in 
the boats, and rowed down to our yacht. We had taken 
abundance of provisions on board at Chatham, and the 
exercise of the day combined with the bracing sea air had 
put us in a condition to make a rather alarming attack on 
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the dinner. When this matUtr was fully discussed, we 
were again speedily under sail, and reached our station at 
Chatham as dusk of evening was beginning to set in ; and 
it was fortunate that it was so, for when we landed from 
our boats at Strood, it appeared, in spite of all our precau- 
tions of watermen's boots and sou'-weeCers, as if we had 
been trying to show what a mess an antiquary can make 
of himself if you only give him mud enough to roll in ! 
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THE VALLEY OF MAIDSTONE — KITS COTT HOUSE AND THE 
CROMLECHS AROUHD. 

The road from Rochester to Maidstone furnishes an 
extremely picturesque drive. A little above the city, the 
Medway flows in a narrow valley, between two ranges of 
hills, one of which runs westwardly almost parallel with 
the Thames, while the other takes a south-eastern direc- 
tion till it joins in with the chalk-hilla behind Folkestone, 
The road we are pursuing lies along the latter range; the 
scenery becomes picturesque as we clear the Bridge woods, 
and after passing the Upper Bell the road runs at a con- 
siderable elevation on the edge of the hill, and an exten- 
iew spreads itself before ua towards the west. This 
8 nowhere so grand as at the point just above the 
celebrated cromlech known by the name of Kits Coty 
House, where a tolerably good modem inn stands by the 
road-aide. 

A cromlech is a rude chamber constructed of massive 
flat stones, three forming usually its three sides, the fourth 
being open, and a fourth flat stone serving for a roof. 
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There can be little doubt that monuments of this descrip- 
tion belong to the ancient Britons, because they are cer- 
tataly not more modem than the Roman period, while 
they are as certainly not Eoman, and they are found in 
great numbers in Ireland, where a Celtic population was 
established. The old antiquaries, who were accustomed 
to form theories without sufficiently examining into facts, 
called these munuments druids' altars, believed that they 
were used for human sacrifices, and hazarded strange de- 
scriptions of the rites which were supposed to have been 
celebrated upon them. But the increased knowledge on 
these subjects has left no room for doubt that the crom- 
lechs are nothing more than sepulchral chambers. The 
ashes of the dead — for in most of these interments we find 
that the bodies of the deceased had been burnt — were 
collected into an urn of rude pottery, and placed, with a 
few other aiticles, within the chamber, and the whole was 
then covered with a mound. In opening many sucli 
mounds in different parts of the kingdom, the cromlech, 
with the sepulchral deposit within, have been found per- 
fect ; where the cromlech is now found exposed to view 
without a mound, it has been robbed of its covering of 
earth, by accident or design, at some remote period. 
Cromlechs and sepulchral mounds are oflieu placed on the 
summits of hills; that of Kits Coty House occupies a 
boldly prominent position, on the top of a high and steep 
knoll, which is backed to the east by the chalk-hill, and 
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comrD&nds towards the west a. very extensive view over 
the valley of Maidstone. To give my readers a notion of 
the size of this cromlech, I may stat« that of the two side 
supporting stones, one measures seven feet by seven and a 
half, and is two feet thick, weighing about eight and a half 
tons; tike other is eight feet by eight and a half, and 
weighs about eight tons. The enormous capstone is 
twelve feet by nine and a quarter, and two and a half feet 
thick, and it weighs about ten tons and a half. 

The great cromlech of Kits Coty House has been cele- 
brated from a remote period. An old and absurd story — 
true only so far as it acknowledges this monument to have 
been sepulchral — pretends that Kits Coty House was 
raised over the remains of the British chief Catigero, 
slain in a battle fought at Aylesford between the Britons 
and the Saxons. It is nevertheless far from being, as we 
might suppose from these notices of it, a solitary monu- 
ment; on the contrary, it is the centre of a considerable 
group, the remains of which are seen scattered over the 
fields below. One of the most remarkable of these, a 
large group of colossal stones in the middle of a field just 
beneath Kits Coty House, is called by the peasantry The 
Countless Stones, from a belief among them that no one 
can count them correctly. This is not an uncommon 
legend connected with such remains. The Countless 
Stones near Kits Coty House are apparently the remains of 
one of those more complicated cromlechs, consbting of 
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more than one sepulchral chamber, with an alley of 
approacli, which in Britany and the Channel Islands are 
popularly known by the title of Fairies' Alleys. Another 
lai^ stone in the bottom is called the Coffin-stone, pro- 
bably from its shape. If, instead of descending the hill, 
we proceed upwards from Kits Coty House, we shall find 
the brow of the hiO covered with smaller monuments of 
tbe same description, consisting generally of groups of 
stones buried partly in the ridge of the hill, but evidently 
forming, or having formed, smaO sepulchral chambers. 
Each group is generaUy surrounded by a circle of stones. 
At the bottom of the bank near the road, a little distance 
behind Kits Coty House, is a hollow in the chalk, with 
the heads of large stones of the same description pro- 
jecting out at each side, as though ihey had formed an 
avenue leading to an entrance in the side of the JiiU. All 
this group of monuments deserves further examination, 
combined with extensive excavations. They appear to 
have formed a British cemetery — the necropolis of 
the tribe. Fragments of rude pottery have I believe 
been discovered under Kits Coty House itself, and several 
deposits of British coins have occurred in the neighbour- 
hood, the moat recent example being that of a number 
of British silver coins found in digging for the foundations 
of the new mansion of Preston Hall, the seat of Mr. Betts, 
about two years ago. 

It was in an attempt to carry on some excavations 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



176 WAHDERDiaS OF AK AKTIQUARV. 

among the monuments juaC mentioned on the brow of the 
hill above Kits Coty House, during the time we were 
digging into the barrow at Hoborough, that I made a veiy 
singular discovery. At several places in this part of 
Kent, especially on and near the high ridge which runs 
to the westward, there have been observed deep pits, evi- 
dently of a very remote antiquity. They consist of a 
large circular shaft, descending like a well, and opening at 
the bottom into one or more chambers. These pits have 
been a subject of much dispute among the older anti- 
quaries, some believing them to be the dwellings of the 
ancient Britons, others conjecturing that they were Roman 
storehouses, and I think some have hazarded still more 
extravagant opinions. On Friday, the 23rd of August, 
1844, having obtained permission to excavate in the estate 
belonging to Preston Hall, which extends over the top of 
this hill, I took some labourers with me, as I have just 
mentioned, to examine the ground behind Kits Coty 
House. I had already set the men to work, when I learned 
that the group of monuments on which I was engaged, 
and which were those that interested me moat, were within 
another property, and therefore that I was trespassing. 
Disappointed by this information, I proceeded further on 
the top of the hill into what I knew to be the Preston 
Hall property, and on the ground just within the limits of 
Aylesfotd common I found single stones, closely resembling 
those of which the cromlechs below are built, but lying 
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flat on the ground. My first impression was that they 
were the capstones of cromlechs, or sepulchral chambers, 
buried under the ground, and, having singled out one of 
them, I set the men to dig under the side of it. "When 
they got below the edge they found they were digging 
among a mass of flints, which had evidently been placed 
there by design ; I then caused the men to continue the 
excavation to a greater distance round, and, to my sur- 
prise, I found that this immense stone was laid over the 
mouth of a lai^e circular pit which had first been filled up 
to the top with flints. To attempt to proceed any further 
without a greater number of men than I had with me would 
have been useless. But, just as 1 was leaving it, some of the 
cottagers on the top of the hill — squatters — informed me 
that these pits were frequently found on that hill, and that 
generally they had one or two of the large stones at the 
mouth. When, a few years before, a new road was made 
over the brow of the hill, and flints were sought for that 
purpose, the labourers discovered these pits and partly 
emptied some of them, which they found much more pro- 
fitable than seeking the flints on the surface of the chalk. 
One was shown to me which had been emptied to a depth 
of about ten feet, and had been discontinued on account 
of the labour of throwing the flints up. The pit here 
bore so close a resemblance to one of the open pits on the 
hills opposite, which I had previously examined, and which 
was somewhat more than twenty feet deep, with a small 
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door at tbe bottom leading into a square chamber, thai I 
concluded, if emptied, it would present throughout the 
same appearance. From this circumstance I am inclined 
to suspect that the chambers at the bottom of the pita were 
intended for sepulchral purposes. Tombs of this descrip- 
tion have been found in Etruria, and in the East. In the 
present case, perhaps, the deceased was laid in the cham- 
ber, and then the pit was filled up with flints, and covered 
with an enormous capstone to mark the site. Those that 
are now found open maj* have been opened for some 
reason or other in the middle ages. We might indeed 
presume at once they were sepulchral, from the circum- 
stance of their being here found among the cromlechs. 

After leaving the single stone under which we had been 
dicing, I accidentally discovered, a little below, in a 
sheltered nook of the hill, extensive traces of Roman 
buildings, which deserved a much more careful examina- 
tion than I was then able to give them. The spot was a 
short distance to the south of that on which Mr. Charles, 
of Maidstone, had discovered a Eoman biirial ground, and 
was evidently the site of a villa. The cottagers or squat- 
ters on the hill told me that they found coins and pottery 
over a large extent of surface round this spot, which was 
then covered with low braahwood, and had never been 
disturbed by the plough. I uncovered a few square yards 
of a floor of large bricks, which had evidently been broken 
up, and were mixed with roof-tiles, and others which 
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appeared Lke cornice-mouldings. They were literally 
covered with broken pottery of every description, among 
whicli I picked up several fragments of fine Samian ware, 
mixed with a few human bones, some small nails, and 
traces of burnt wood, which seemed to indicate that the 
buildings had been destroyed by fire, perhaps in the wars 
which followed the departure of the Boman legions from 
the island. The floor lay at a depth of from a foot to a 
foot and a half below the present surface of the ground, 
and was only two or three inches above the surface of the 
chalk. Near it we traced, for a short distance, a trans- 
verse wall. 

A pleasant country laoe leads from Kits Coty House 
down to the vUlage of Aylesford, which is pretended to be 
the site of a great battle between the Saxons and the 
Romano-British population, but it is by no means impro- 
bable that this battle is a mere legend founded upon the 
number of sepulchral monuments scattered around. The 
cromlechs and other sepulchral remains are by no means 
confined to this spot. As we proceed along the valley to 
the west we again meet with these monuments. My atten- 
tion was first called to them by a friend who is well known 
for his antiquarian and historical researches relating to 
the county of Kent, the Rev. Lambert B. Larking, vicar 
of Ryarsh, who, having lived among them since his child- 
hood, was to me not only a learned but an experienced 
guide. A short time before my attempted excavations on 
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the hiU behind Kits Coty House, we had made an auti' 
qnariaa survey of the two parishes of Ejarsh and Ad- 
dington, in which these reinaina principally lie. In the 
park of the Hon, J, Wingfield Stratford, in the latter 
parish (which adjoins that of Eyarah on the west, and ia 
8itaat«d about a mile from the Vigo chalk-hill, part of the 
ridge which bounds the valley of Maidstone to the north,) 
are two circles of large stones (long known to antiquaries), 
and near them is an isolated mass of similar lai^ stones, 
which appeared to me to be the covering of a subterranean 
structure. Within the smaller circle are traces of large 
capstones, which probably form the coverings of cromlechs 
or sepulchral chambers. It should be remarked that the 
ground within this smaller circle appears raised, as though 
it were the remains of a mound which perhaps was never 
completed. In the southern part of this parish are several 
immense cones of earth, veritable pyramids, which have 
every appearance of being artificial, and ought to be exca- 
vated. To give an idea of their magnitude, I need only 
state that the church of Addington ia built on the top of 
one of them, Mr. Larking has since made some excava- 
tions at one of the cromlechs of the parish of Addington, 
the only result of which was the discovery of some frag- 
ments of rude pottery, but they were attended with a cir- 
cumstance which shows how long the ancient superstitions 
connected with such monuments have lasted. He had 
fixed on the site for excavating one afternoon, when the 
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keeper happened accidentally to be present. Early in the 
forenoon of the next day, Mr. Larking, with eome work- 
men, proceeded to the spot, and he was rather surprised t« 
find the keeper and an assistant waiting for him with picks 
and spades, and to see them work during the excavation with 
extraordinary Tigonr and earnestness. As the day passed 
on, and nothing but a few bits of pottery turned up, dis- 
appointment was visible in the features of the keeper, which 
became still more apparent when they all quitted their 
work and prepared for their departure. Before they sepa- 
rated, however, he communicated to my exceUent friend 
the cause which made him work so diligently — in the pre- 
ceding night he bad dreamed that the cromlech contained a 
large crock of gold, and he was in hopes to be the fortu- 
nate discoverer of it I 

From the two circles in Addington Pai-k we continued 
our walk towards the north. At no great distance irom 
them, in a field at the foot of the hiU adjacent to a farm 
named Coldrum Lodge, is another smaUer circle of stones, 
and similar appearances of a subterranean cromlech in the 
middle. At the top of die Ryarsh chalk hill, just above Cold- 
mm, we observed two large stones, resembhng those which 
form the circle below, lying flat on the ground, and near 
them is the mouth of a circular well about twenty feet 
deep, and not less than ten in diameter, with a doorway at 
the bottom leading into a chamber cut in the chalk. This 
is the pit already referred to. The two stones may have 
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been removed from ita mouth, or they may cover pits not 
yet opened. In the wood behind this pit, which runs 
along the top of the hill, and is known by the name of 
Poiindgate or White Horae Wood, there are said to be 
other masses of these lai^ stones. The ground is covered 
with underwood, and on the occasion of my visit we did 
not attempt to penetrat* it. 

Proceeding from the circle af Coldrum, towards the 
east, we observed single stones, of the same kind and of 
colossal magnitude, scattered over the fields for some 
distance; and it is the tradition of the peasantry that a 
continuous line of such stones ran from Coldrum direct 
along the valley to the hill of Kits Coty House, a distance 
of between five and six miles. Mr. Larking and myself 
traced these stones in the line through a great portion of 
the distance, and their existence probably gave rise to the 
tradition. I was informed that they had even been found 
in the bed of the river, where there seems to have been an 
ancient ford. It must be remarked that these stones, or 
boulders, belong to the geological formation of this district, 
and many of them may have obtained ^eir present position 
by natural causes;* but, from a tolerably carefiil exami- 

* Hr. Mackie, of Folkestone, baa bToured me with the foUowiDg 
ramarka on this aubjeot : — "TheM Druid Btoneeore the suid-noDei of 
the tertUiy period, and are to be found in nCu at Heme Bay ; and the red 
loam or drift found on the top of Che chalk hills ia the lemaim of the 
teniaiy beds that have once extended over the whole area, and in 
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nation, we were led to believe that there had once existed 
an avenue of stones connecting the cemetery around Kits 
Coty House with that in the parish of Addington — together 
they seem to have formed the grand necropolis of the 
Belgian settlers in this part of the island. The whole 
district is thus interesting as one of our hallowed sites, 
while the footsteps of the wanderer are drawn to it by its 
rich scenery, diversified with pastures, cornfields, and hop- 
grounda, plentifully intermingled with woods and copses. 
Nor was it the Britona alone who have leil here traces of 
their occupation; I have already mentioned the Koman 
TiUa on the top of the hill, and there is scarcely a field 
through the whole valley, especially as we approach the 
bants of the Medway, in which we may not find some 
traces of Roman buildings or Roman burial-places. 

It was in the latter part of the August of 1844 that I 
accompanied Lord Albert Conyngham (now Lord Londes- 
borough) on a visit to the Friars at Aylesfbrd, for the 
purpose of opening a large Roman barrow or sepulchral 
mound in the adjoining parish of Snodland. On the 
northern boundary of this parish the ground rises into a 
bold knoll, the summit of which bears the appearance of 

thig drift, enormDog boulden of Druid imd termginous sandManea 
iie yery common. Han; of the stones near Kits Coty Hoiue I am of 
opinion liaie b«en artificiali; placed, if not actual); brought there from 
» dJBtonce ; while otheia are decided!; in their natural position in the 
diluvial soil." 
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having been cut into an encampment. Jxist beneatli the 
brow of the hill, looking towards the south, is the barrow 
which was the object of our visit. In the fields on the 
slope of the hill, descending from it, we picked up bits of 
Koman tile and potteiy, which showed that the spot had 
been formerly occupied by that people ; and at the foot of 
the hill is a srnaU hamlet, which, with the hill, is named 
Hoborough, or Holborough. In ancient documents the 
word is written Holanbeorge, Qolanbei^he, &c. which 
would seem to mean the hollow horough, or the borough 
with a hollow or cave. The word which has usually 
been corrupted into borough, or bury, was generally 
applied by our Saxon forefathers to a fortified station, 
though in some oases it is merely another form of the word 
barrow, applied to a sepulchral mound. Here, however, it 
has probably its more usual meaning, which would con- 
firm our suspicion that the top of the knoll owes its 
fortified appearance to the hands of man. The barrow, 
which was a lai^ one and very near the top of the hilt, 
commands a magnificent view over the vale of Maidstone, 
which spreads itself in a rich panorama around. 

Ourparty at the "digging" consisted of our kind and hos- 
pitable host and hostess, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Whatman of 
the Friars, Lord Albert Conyngham, the Eev. Lambert B. 
Larking of Byarsh, the Bev. Mr.Phelps of Snodland, and two 
or three other ladies and gentlemen irom the neighbourhood 
Ab the barrow was of large dimensions, we had eng^ed some 
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twelve or fourteen labourers, and, having detennined to 

cut a trench of about six feet wide through the centre of 
the barrow from east to west, we commenced both ends of 
the trench at the same time, and divided the men between 
the two excavations. A roi^h sketch which I took on 
the spot, when the excavation was tolerably advanced on 
the east side, will give the reader some idea of the 
method on which we went to work. It was the labour of 
four long days to cut entirely through the barrow ; but we 
who were not absolutely diggers contrived to pass our 
time to the fiill satisfaction of all the party. We liad 
hired one of the boats which are used in this part of the 
country for carrying the amateur toxophilitea along the 
Medway to their archery meetings; and each morning, 
after an early breakfast, we were rowed several miles down 
the river, which is here picturesque and singularly tor- 
tuous, to the place of landing. A plentiftd supply of 
provisions had been procured for pic-nicing on the hill, 
and we remained by the barrow all day, watching and 
directing the operations. Unfortunately, it was one of 
those large barrows which do not repay the labour of 
cutting through them; and, although the final result was 
interesting in itself, we all felt somewhat of disappoint- 
ment as our men laboured hour afler hour, and no sepul- 
chral chamber presented itself, and not even a hurial-nxn 
could be found to reward our patience. Two or three 
small fr^fments of broken pottery were all the articles 
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which occnired in the body of the motrnd, until we came 
to the floor on which it had beea raised. We contrived 
to pass our time, at intervalB between digging and pic- 
nicing, in games of various descriptions — not exactly 
such as those which the builders of the mound celebrated 
when they laid the deceased on his fiineial pile — and in 
other amusements. The season was fortunately exquisitely 
fine, and it was only once or twice that we were visited 
with a heavy shower from the south-west, when the only 
shelter near was afforded by the hole we had ourselves dug 
on the western side of the mound, is which we managed so 
to interlace parasols and umbrellas — much as the Roman 
soldiers are aaid to have joined tc^ether their shields when 
advaacing to the attack of a fortress — as to form a tole- 
rably impenetrable roof over our heads. The neighbour- 
hood was not very populous, and during the first three 
days our viaitors were few — some children from the 
village below, a gypsy woman or two, with dark eyes, 
who carried off a few halfpence, and perhaps a chance 
passer-by. But, although we found little, report had 
magnified oar findii^ in no ordinary degree, and we 
afiierwards learnt that it had gone over the country around 
that we had dug up a great treasure of gold. It was not, 
therefore, surprising if, on the last day of our excavation, 
we saw from our elevated position men on horse and men 
on foot making their way towards us from all points of the 
compass, and we were told that after our departure the 
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top of tte hill was crowded witi Tisitora. We had 
imcovered the floor on which the mound was raised 
throogh the whole extent of the trench, and our observa- 
tions held out no promise of any further discoveriea if we 
cut into the mound in other directions. We had therefoire 
determined to proceed no further, when an unexpected 
accident put a stop to our labours. The monnd was 
twenty feet high, made of fine mould, and the workmen 
had imprudentlj cut the walls of the trench perpendicular; 
the consequence of which was that in the alWnoon of the 
fourth day the upper part on one side fell in, and one of 
the labourers escaped narrowly with his life. 

The trench we had cut through the barrow was in dif- 
ferent parts from five to seven feet wide, and, from the 
discoveries made in the excavation, it appeared that the 
barrow had been raised over the ashes of a funeral pile. 
A horizontal platform had first been cut in the chalk of 
the hUl, and on this a very smooth artificial fioor of fine 
earth, about four inches deep had been made, on which 
the pile had been raised, and which we found covered with 
a thin coating of wood-ashes. The surface of ashes was 
not less than twenty feet in diameter. The barrow was 
twenty feet high from this floor of ashes. Prom the 
nature of the ground it was difficult to fix the exact limits 
of its circumference; a rough measurement btfore the 
barrow was opened gave a circumference of somewhat 
more than two hundred feet, and a subsequent i 
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ment through t)ie trench gave & diametei of ninety-thiee 
feet; bat this perhaps included a part of the raised ground 
which did not strictly belong to the motmd itself. In the 
floor of ashes were found scattered a considerable nomber 
of very long nails (which had probably been used to fosten 
together the framework on which the body was placed for 
cremation), with a few pieces of broken pottery which had 
evidently experienced the action of £re. A part of a Roman 
fibula was also found. Our impression was that this mound 
had been the monument of some person of rank, whose body, 
like that of the Emperor Sevem8,was burnt on the funeral 
pile, and hie ashes carried home perhaps to Italy. The 
barrow was raised on the site of the pile, as a sort of 
cenotaph t« his memory. A better idea of the form and 
character of this mound will be formed from the accom- 
panyii^ horizontal section; in which the shaded part 




represents the natural and undistuibed ground of the bill 
on which the platform of the mound was cut. The dark 
line a b marks the position and extent of the bed of 
ashes, the remains of the Mineral pile. 
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As I have already observed, the fields about this neigh- 
bourhood present everywhere unmistakable traces of the 
Koman occupation. About half a mile to the south of 
Hoborough, in a very large field on the banks of the river, 
adjacent to the church of Snodland, are distinct marks of 
the former existence of an extensive itoman villa. The 
field is known by the name of the Church Field, as that 
adjoining to it bears the rather significant name of Stone 
Grave Field. The walls of the church itself contain mate- 
rials taken &om those of the Roman buildings. We made 
some slight excavations in the Church Field after leaving the 
barrow ; on the further side of the field from the river, part 
of a floor of large tiles was uncovered, and many fragments 
of pottery were picked up. Roof tiles also lay scattered about. 
This floor lay at a depth of about a foot from the present sur- 
face of the ground. One or two trenches cut nearer the river 
brought us only to the original chalk soil, so that it seems 
probable that the principal buildings lay back from the 
water side. A bath is stud to have been discovered in 
this field about forty years before, and to have been filled 
up without, undei^oing any further inquiry. Perhaps it 
was the hypocaust which warmed some of the apartments. 
Two parallel walls are observed in the bank overlooking 
the river, which have probably belonged to a passage ' 
descending to the water, as the floor on which they are 
raised is about ten feet below the present level of the 
ground. 
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i THE BORDERS OF 



Few towns present more attractions to a aununer visitor 
than that of Ludlow, on the borders of Shropshire and 
Herefordshire. The town itself is beautifiiUy situated on 
an elevated knoil, which is cut off from the hills stretching 
to the south and west by a deep gorge, throi^h which the 
picturesque river Teme flows. The town slopes by a gra- 
dual descent to the banks of the river, hut on the opposite 
side the hiU of Whitchffe rises in perpendicular masses of 
rock, from the summit of which, a favourite promenade, 
we look down upon the town, and obtain to the northward 
an extensive view over the rich pastures of Corvedale. 
Whatever direction we take, the walks and rides around 
Ludlow are extremely beautifVil, and the scenery ia infinitely 
varied. The grand features of the town are, the noble ruin 
of its castle, long the queen of the border fortresses, and its 
fine old coUegiate church. These alone, since the approach 
has been facilitated by railways, cannot fail to attract mul- 
titudes of visitors. In a recent visit my attention was more 
especially directed to the country around, which abounds 
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in interesting monuments of former days, and I could not 
help remarking the numerous intrenchmeats on hUl-tops 
which are acattered through the neighbourhood, particu- 
larly over the hilly country towards Wales. 

Among the most remarkable objects of this kind near to 
Ludlow are the intrenchments on the different summits of 
the Glee Hills, to the north-east. We leave the town on 
the east, by that quarter which, from its being the site of 
the prison, is caUed Gaolford. The road presents us with 
the same constant succession of picturesque rural views 
which we here meet with in all the lower grounds. Turn- 
ing oS from the direct road, at about two miles from Lud- 
low, we may visit the village of Middleton, the little old 
church of which contains a rare example of the ancient 
rood-loft, in carved wood, of an elegance which we should 
hardly expect to find in this secluded spot. In the turn of 
the road, almost opposit« the church, is an ancient tumulus 
of considerable magnitude, with a tree growing upon it; 
but these monuments are so thickly scattered over this 
country that we cannot stop to notice them all. After we 
have returned to the road we left, about a mile fiirther we 
begin to ascend the slope of the Clee Hill, and a little way 
up we reach the church of Bitterley, remarkable for the 
beantiitilly sculptured cross, which still remains, though 
sadly mutilated, in the churchyard. From the gardens of 
Bitterley Court, the seat of the Walcots, the view of Tit- 
terstone, rising in lofty grandeur behind, is truly majestic. 
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From hence is the most direct, though not the easiest, ascent, 
repaying us at every step with some new featnre in the 
wonderful view, untO, on arriving at the summit, we find 
ourselves in the centre of such a panorama as none who 
hare not seen it can conceive. It is said that thirteen or 
fourteen different counties are visible from this spot, which is 
at an elevation of about eighteen hundred feet above the 
level of the sea. The sides of the mountain are very 
rugged, on account of the innumerable masses of basaltic 
rock which project through the sod. The almost circular 
platform at the top of the hill, an area of considerable 
extent, is surrounded by a wide band of loose stones, 
which present a very remarkable appearance, but recent 
examinations have proved that they are the remains of a 
broad wall built of stones without mortar, the lower part 
of which, very regularly and smoofhly faced, is found in 
the middle of the band. This wall seems to be of very 
remote antiquity, but it is not easy even to guess the cause 
of its overthrow in so singular a manner. I understand 
that a lai^e amber bead and some other early relics have 
been ibund vriihin the inclosed area. On the western 
edge, where the hill is almost perpendicular, are some ex- 
traordinary groups of immense stones, which look like 
fallen cromlechs, but which may be pieces of the rock in 
the position given them by natural causes. They seem to 
hai^ over the vast precipice as though a little matter would 
roll them down, and hence they say this mountain received 
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its name of littentone. Some antiquariea have supposed 
that these masses once formed a rockmg-stone. The pea- 
santry call them the Giant's Chair. 

If, instead of pursuing the rout« described ahore, we had 
turned off before leaving the town along a road through 
what is called Lower Gaolford, we should have reached, at 
somewhat more than two miles from Ludlow, the picturesque 
Tillage of Caynham. A hill behind the village (which 
forms part of a low, broken ridge extending from the 
Clee Hill in a south-westerly direction to the river Teme, 
somewhat more than a mile to the south of Ludlow) is 
crowned with a deep intrenchmeut, nearly circular, and 
inclosing an area of five or six acres. The intrenchments 
are now covered with a belt of trees and underwood, through 
which a walk has been cut, with seats here and there at 
spots which command, through openings in the trees, rich 
prospects, extending in one direction to the distant Mal- 
vems, and in another to the Black Mountains of Wales. 
This is known as Caynham Camp, and, as a small brook 
flows at the loot of the hill to the north, called the Kay, it 
is probable that the name signifies the home or dwelling on 
the river Kay. It happens by accident that we have, in 
the curious Anglo-Norman history of the Fitz-Warines, an 
early notice of this spot, which, according to Domes- 
day Book, had belonged to the celebrated Saxon earl 
Morcar, and passed after the Conquest into, the possession of 
the Mortimers. We learn from the history just alluded to. 
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which must have been composed in the diirteenth centniy, 
that, early in the reign of Henry H., when Joce de Dinan 
laid siege to Ludlow Castle, he posted his troops within the 
Castle of Caynham, situated on a hill about a league from 
Ludlow, and then " very old and the gates rotten." The 
holders of Ludlow Castle called the Webh to their assist- 
ance, and Joce himself was besieged in the mined fortress 
which he had chosen as his head quarters. ThCTe were, 
therefore, at this time (t. e. the middle of the twelfth cen- 
tury) buildings within the intrenchments, for an Anglo- 
Norman writer would not apply the name of castle to the 
intrenchments themselves, and these buildings must then 
have been of considerable antiquity. 

The other Clee Hills, known as Brown Clee Hills, lie a 
short distance to the north of the Titterstone, and consist 
of two very lofty cones, the one to the south called Clee 
Burf, and that to the north Abdon Burf (the word bttrf 
being probably a corruption of burgh). The summit of 
each is surroimded by an ancient vallum formed of the 
basaltic stone of the hill. Within the northern intrench- 
ment, which is of a round obloi^ form, and much larger 
than the other, are two sepulchral mounds, and forty-four 
small circles of stones grouped tt^ether in the middle of 
the area. On the north-west aide lies a lai^ Btone which 
is popidarly known as the Giant's Shaft. Below these two 
hills, on a knoU advancing into the pl^n, is another oblong 
intreuchment, called Nordy Bank. There are other »o- 
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called camps both to the north and to the south of Ludlow, 
but we will confine ourselves at present to two routes, both 
remarkable for the estreme beauty of their scenery, and 
each accompanied by a very interesting series of hill- 
intrenchments. 

The first of these excursions lies in the direction of the 
pleasant village of Leintwardine, a favourite resort for 
fishing. We leave Ludlow by Corve Street, and turn off 
by the corner of the Old Field, or race-course, to Brom- 
fiel»i^ On this race-course are several remarkable tumuli. 
From Bromfield, a winding road, presenting a continual 
succession of varying views, conducts us to Leintwardine, a 
lai^e village, about eight miles from Ludlow, situated at 
the confluence of the rivers Clun and Teme. Within a 
short distance of Leintwardine are two remarkable iotrench- 
ments, Brandon Camp and Coxwall Knoll, the one to the 
south and the other to the west. Brandon Gamp may be 
visited by another and in some respects a preierable route. 
At about two miles irom Bromfield, we may turn off from 
the road to Leintwardine, and pass through the beaudiu) 
scenery of Downton Castle. There is a camp, or intrench- 
ment, on a- hill at the end of the rocky gorge through 
which the Teme here passes, at Downton on the Eock. 
From this point we descend again to lower ground, 
until we come to the site of Wigmore Abbey, the ancient 
grange of which, close by the road-side, is well worth a 
passing visit. As we proceed along rising ground from 
a2 
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Wigmore grange to the village of Adferton, we obtain an 
extremely beautiftil view towards the south over the village 
aud castle of Wigmore. Brandoa Camp is about three 
quarters of a mile to the north of Adferton. 

Brandon Camp has a particular interest as the supposed 
site of the Bravinium of the Romans, the intermediate 
town or station on the Watling Street between Magna 
(TTCTwAesfer) and Uriconium ( WroxeUr). It is situated on 
a hill of Qo great elevation, rising from the middle of Ae 
plain, almost precipitous on the west side, but descending 
very gradually to the east. It is not intrenched in the 
same manner as the hiU-tops of which we have been 
speaking, but a square area of perhaps six or eight acres, 
rounded at the comers, is inclosed by a lofty vallum ; and 
the natural form of the site has been taken advantage of, so 
that on the western aide the steep character of the hill 
serves the purpose of defence, and the vallum is there very 
low. The southern vallum, the present appearance of 
which ia shown in (he accompanying sketcJi, is the most 
perfect. It rises to the height of perhaps eighteen or 
twenty feet, and, as far as I could discover by slightly 
digging into it at different spots, the interior is composed 
of the stone of the spot thrown loosely tc^ether. The 
eastern vallum, whioh is also very perfect, seems to be 
composed of earth. In the middle of this eastern side is 
a regularly-formed entrance, the only passage into the area. 
It is to be remarked that this entrance-gateway looks direct 
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upon the great Boman road which runs at a short distance to 
the east of the hill. I confess that I see no absolute reason 
nby this may DOt be the Roman station of Bravinium, 
although it certainly presents some difficulties. The other 
Koman stations of the Itinerary on this line were regular 
walled towns, and why this place should be surrounded by 
a mere embankment is not easy to explain. Nerertheless, 
this embankment is raised from the ground without any 
trench, and bears far more analogy to a town-wall than 
any other earthwork I have seen. Another remarkable 
circumstance connected with it is the absence, as &r as I 
could learn, of any Roman antiquities. I could hear of no 
coins found either at or near the place, and I careftilly 
examined the ground within the area, which was planted 
with turnips, without finding the slightest fragment of 
brick or pottery. This is very unusual on a Roman site ; 
but it has be,en suggested to me that the peculiarity of the 
Tallum may possibly be explained on the supposition 
that this was a very early Roman establishment, — perhaps 
one of the earliest on the Welsh border. Indeed if, as 
supposed, it be the same town as that mentioned by 
Ptolemy, who wrote about the year 120, under the name of 
Brannogenium (Rpayvoyiviov), it must have dated from 
the first establishment of the Romans in these parts. 

The position of Brandon Camp is remarkably fine, com- 
manding, from its slight elevation, an extraordinary view 
in all directions, and looking down immediately upon the 
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river Teme. The accompanying sketch is taken from the 
outside of the southern vallum, the western extremity of 
which forms the foreground. The hill to the left forms 
liart of Brampton Brian Park, between vhich, and the 
hills of the distance, the valley of the Teme runs up into 
Wales. The dark, wooded hill in front is Coxwall KnoU, 
on which the line of the ancient intrenchmeuta may be 
traced from this distance, Coxwall Knoll is about two 
miles westward from Brandon Camp, and the valley 
between is rather thickly scattered with aucient tumnh. 
The iatreachment on this hiU is a mere rudely-fbrmed 
foES, surrounding the upper part of the hill in a very 
irregular line, and its principal celebrity arises from its 
having been taken, on very sUght grounds indeed, for the 
scene of the last battle of Caractacus. 

CoxwaU KnoU lies a little to the north of the river 
Teme, and of a bye-road which leads to the village of 
Bucknall, which is situated on a small stream that falls 
into the Clun about a mile above Leintwardine. This 
stream mna down from the hills of Burfield, or Bearfield, 
in the parish of Cluu, and pursues its course along a nar- 
row valley which opens out at Bucknall. A pleasant 
country lane runs along the banks of thia stream up into 
the hills, with picturesque hill scenery on each side. As 
we advance, the country becomes gradually very wild, and 
at a distance of between three and four miles from the 
village of Bucknall, we reach a lofty hill — we may almost 
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call it a mountain— -with a gradual slope towards the 
west, but on the other sides, and especially towards the 
east, very steep. This and the hills around are barren of 
everything but heath and bilberry-buahea, which in the 
summer and autumn give them a rich purple tint. The 
eastern brow of this hill, commanding the extensive pros- 
pect down the valley through which we have approached 
it, is crowned with a very extensive intrenched area, of an 
irregular oval form, surrounded by two deep fosses and 
high embankments. The latter are built, not of earth, 
but of the small flat stones of the locality, thrown loosely 
together. These intrenchmeuts are known as the Gaer 
Ditches, and the spot itself is called Caer Caradoc, but we 
must not confound it with the more celebrated Shropshire 
Caer Caradoc, near Church Stretton. It has latterly been 
assumed that this is the real site of the last battle of 
Caractacus against the victorious arms of the liomans, and 
ingenious attempts have been made, I think quite nnsuc- 
cesslully, to reconcile the appearance of the country 
around with the description given by the historian Tacitus. 
I will not throw away time in examining what appears to 
me so futile a question. The description of Tacitus is 
given merely from hearsay; it is so extremely indefinite 
that we might find twenty positions that would answer to 
it in any hilly countiy, and it does not appear to me to 
apply at all to the spot we have been describing, at least with- 
out very great stretches of the imagination. This is, at the 
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beat, one of those frnitlesa discussiooa which antiquarieE 
would do better to avoid. 

Out excoreion has taken tu to a conaiderabk distance 
from Ludlow, aod, though no country could be moie 
int«re8ting and beautiful than that upon which we hare 
entered, we will porsue it no longer. Having left Ludlow 
by the same route as that described above, let us proceed 
to Bromfield, and thence, instead of taking the road to 
Downton or Leintwardine, we will turn to ^e village 
of Onibury, which is about five miles from Ludlow. The 
road continues thence through the beautiful valley watered 
by the river Oney, at the further end of which stand the 
interesting ruins of Stokesay Castle, a castellated man- 
sion of the thirteenth century. We are now pursuing 
a northern course, and are nearly upon the line of the 
Roman Wading Street; bnt, rather less than a mile beyond 
Stoke Castle, at a celebrated old posting inn called the 
Craven Arms, where there is now a railway station, we 
turn oflf towards the west. The road hence to Olun forms 
one ofthe most beautiful rides that can easily be imagined, 
a succession of lofty and oflen thickly wooded hills rising 
on each side, and bounding a narrow and rich valley, 
tbrongh the middle of which flows the picturesque river 
Clan. The first bold eminence that presents itself to our 
view is a wooded hill some three miles to the west of the 
Craven Arms, which rises into two knolls, the more 
northerly elevation being called Burrow Hill, and that to 
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the sonth Oker Hill. On the top of Burrow Hill there is 
a rery fine oval intrenchment, surrotmded by a double 
Tallum, and I beUere there ia another intrenchment on 
Oker Hill, The country northward abovinds with small 
intrenchmenM and barrows. After passing Burrow Hill, 
the lofty swell of Clunbury Hill preBeuts a bold object on 
the left, while at a greater distance to the right we have a 
mass of picturesque elevations, the loftiest of which has 
on its summit the finest of the so-called camps that are 
found in this neighbourhood. It ia known by the name of 
Bury Ditches, and is in form nearly circular, and inclosed 
by three very lofty valla, composed, like many of the other 
similar works in this part of the country, of small loose 
stones. The extensive area in the interior is covered with 
heath intermixed with bilberries, which are here very 
lusoriant, but the intrenchments and a part of the slope 
of the hill are planted with large fir-trees. The hill 
itself is a lai^e and lofty knoll, very steep on all sides but 
the Dorth'east, where the approach is more gradual. The 
entrance to the inclosure is on the western side, and it is, I 
believe, the only original entrance, for that on the oppo- 
site side seems to me, from the rather hasty examination I 
gave it, to be a mere road broken through the intrench- 
ments at a later period. The prospect from these intrench- 
ments, looking towards the south, is magnificent in the 
extreme. There are several tumuli ia the country behind. 
The access to this iut«re3tiug spot is by a rural lane 
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which leares the high road at the village of ClunUin, and 
which ascends the greater part of the waj, a distance of 
full a mile and a half. The pedestrian who would prefer a 
delightfid country walk may proceed over the hilla to the 
south-west to Clun, and, if on horseback, the visitor may, 
if he please, enjoy a pleasant ride thither through the 
woods. Otherwise he must return to Clunton, whence, if 
BO inclined, he may turn off to visit Hopton Castle, a 
small fortress celebrated in the civil wars of the seven- 
teenth century. The road to Clun continues to present 
the same picturesque character. Immediately below it is 
the river, winding its way tkcougb pastures and copses, 
and overhung on the other side by a near range of steep 
hills; while high grounds, though more broken and rather 
more distant, also limit the view to the north. Clun itself 
occupies a spot where the country is rather more open 
towards the north, but towards the south it is surrounded 
hy a senucircle of high irregular hilla. It ia a small 
town, remarkable for a church which possesses some archi- 
tectural interest, and for the remains of a fine Norman 
castle, built soon after the Conquest by the FitzAlons. 
The castle, the remains of which consist chiefly of the 
ruined keep, in itself a fine object, ia situated on irregu- 
larly elevated ground on the west of the town, and com- 
mands the river, of which it affords as several picturesque 
views, especially that which loots over the ancient bridge. 
The country round Clun offers innumerable attractions 
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to the audquarian vanderer in the shape of intrench ments, 
barrows, old houses, and other such objects, which are too 
many to allow me to include them in a cursory notice ; 
but there is one which no antiquary who comes thus far. 
ought to return without visiting. This is the celebrated 
earthwork called Offa's Dyke— the ancient boundary be- 
tween Mercia and Wales — extending over hill and valley 
from the mouth of the Severn to that of the Dee. It is 
seen in a state of excellent preservation on the hills to the 
west of Clun. Passing over Clun Bridge we turn to the 
right and soon enter a rather wild country lane. At a 
distance of somewhat more than a mile from Clun, in a 
field to the right, near the hamlet of Whitcott Keysett, 
stands one of those extraordinary stones which are usually 
classed under the title of Druldical monuments. It is a 
flat, broad stone, of very irregular shape, placed upright 
in the ground, in which it is evidently inserted to a con- 
siderable depth. Above ground it measures eight feet 
three inches in height by seven feet broad. It is impos- 
sible to conjecture the object for which single stones like 
this were raised, or the exact age to which they belong; 
in fact, they are, perhaps, not all of the same antiquity, 
but a general resemblance in character has caused them 
to be classed with the cromlechs. Rather more than a 
mile beyond this spot, and about two miles and a half 
from Clun, we reach the village of Lower Spoad, where 
Offa's Dyke, or, as it is here called, OflTa Ditch, crosees 
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the deep narrow valley diroi^h which the river Cluo flows. 
To see this wonderful earthwork to advantage, the visitor 
'should follow its course up to the top of Spoad Hill, where its 
appearance is most imposing. It consists of a r^pilar 
vallum, about twelve feet high, and of a considerable ' 
breadth, with a broad foss oa the Welsh side. We may 
hence see this immense earthwork pursuing its course 
southward over the elevated ground on which we are 
standing ; and northward it is seen rising up the hill on 
the opposite side of the valley. It is composed of loose 
stones and earth. The whole extent of Offa's Dyke can- 
not be short, of a hundred miles. Within a very small 
circuit round the point at which we are now standing, 
there are several interesting hill-camps. Two of these are 
situated on steep eminences on opposite sides of tlte 
valley, a little beyond Offa's Dyke, and are remarkable 
for the beantifiil views which are obtained from the two 
summits. There is at least one tumulus in the valley 
below. I have before intimated that very interesting 
mediieval remains are scattered over this part of the border. 
In Lower Spoad farm-house there is a very ancient and 
remarkably fine old fireplace. A large carved oak beam, 
covering the opening of the fireplace, and representing 
a stag-hunt, appears to be of the fifteenth century, and is 
well worth a visit. The house is said formerly to have 
possessed other carvings, which have disappeared. 

As we wander over this beautiful country, and find oor- 
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selves arrested continuaUy hy the intrenchments on the 
hill-topE, we naturally ask what can have been the pur- 
pose or purposes for which they were made? People have 
been in the habit of calling them alt camps, and, imagining 
that they must have been connected with the moremente 
of annies, they have discovered wars and campwgns where 
they probably never existed. Such is the case with all 
the theories on the marches and battles of CaractacuB, 
which have been ingeniously put together by persons who 
imagined that they had only to say this is a Roman camp, 
and that is a British camp, and that the matter was 
settled. Bat it is evident that we ought to have some 
better means of discrimination than this, and it is indeed 
very necessary that some more earefial esamination of this 
class of monuments should be made to enable ua to form a 
more accurate notion of their different dates and objects, 
for it is not probable either that they alt belong to the 
same period, or that they were all made for the same pur- 
pose. Let us begin with the simple and self-evident prin- 
ciple that a certain number of men, with spades or other 
implements, could, in a certain space of time, make an 
intrenchment of any form which might occur to them, or 
that might be required by circumstances ; when they had 
left their work, and carried away their tools, what is there 
left to show who were the workmen? A mound of earth, 
or a ditch, whatever be its shape, will not tell this. We 
must therefore look for some other evidence, and that must 
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be sought in excavations. The arclueolc^ of this early- 
period most indeed depend chiefly on. the pick and the 
apade. It was so natural t« form an inclosure for any 
purpose by surrounding it with a bank, that we are not 
justified in considering every inclosure as being necessarily 
a camp. Thus, among what are considered as British 
remains, we find a barrow or sepulchral moond frequently 
surrounded by an intrenchmeut, which sometimes inclosed 
two or three barrows, and at others a whole cemetery. 
Barrows are sometimes found within the intrenclmientB on 
hill-tops; and, as we know that such elevated spots were 
favourite places of burial, we are justified in supposing that 
some of the so-called camps are nothing more tban ceme- 
teries. Again, what right have we to suppose that the Bo- 
mans did not make intrenched inclosures for other purposes 
than camps? The notion that Roman intrenchments must be 
square is but a vulgar error, and we can have no reason lt> 
juijge that any intrenchment is Eoman, or that it is not Ro- 
man, but by circumstances extraneous to its mere form. 
Moreover, there ia another people whom we must not over- 
look in a question like this, and whose capability of erecting 
earthworks will be understood by every one who has seen 
OSa.'a Dyke — the Anglo-Saxons. The residence of the 
earlier Anglo-Saxon chiefe, as we know it from their poetry 
and romance, as well as from history, consisted of a hall, 
surrounded by chambers and other buildings, the whole 
inclosed by an earthen wall, or intrenchmeut of defence. 
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It was oalled a beorg, or bwff, from the Anglo-Saxon verb 
beorgan, to defend. Its eite was usuall7 selected on an 
elevated spot, whence the chief could see as much aa pos- 
sible of his broad lands. In the Kamsey Chronicle we 
read of one of the Saxon benefactors of the abbey, who 
was standing at the entrance of his residence, and, casting 
his eyee over his lands around, fixed on one piece which 
he determined to give to the abbey. Beowulf, alluding to 
the residence of Hrothgar, says that chief will endure care 
and trouble — 

(■enden t^r wunaS as long as remaineCh there 

on he&h.Btede on the toft; place 

htjaaa^leat. the beat orhomea. 

Beo-amlf, I. GfiC. 

The buildings within these residences were probably 
mostly built of timber, and even if of masonry they soon 
disappeared, and the intrenchment alone remained, witli 
nothing in outward appearance to identify it as Saxon 
rather than as British or Koman. I feel convinced that 
many of the supposed British or Roman camps in this 
country are notliing more than the intrenchmeuts of the 
mansions of Saxon chiefs. In our attempt to ascertain 
the tsnie date of such intrenchments, we must not altogether 
overlook their distinctive names. We know that the 
Anglo-Saxons applied the name caster or Chester, a word 
derived from the Latin caslram, to Roman fortifications ; 
and I believe that not a single instance is known in which 
2t 
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a name having that word in its composition has not been 
discovered to belong to a Roman site. The reason is a 
plain one : the Saxons knew these bniiilinga not as their 
own erections, but as the works of their prodecessors, and 
therefore they did not give them the name which they gave 
to their own fortified residences, which were different sorts 
of things, but a name which they learned from the people 
who made them. This is a mode of proceeding which 
prevails among aU people and at all times. When we 
bring a new fashion over frvm France, we generally give 
it a French name, not the name which we ourselves have 
been used to apply to a similar thing, but of a different 
fashion. The Welsh used the word caer, corrupted into 
ffMT, (derived similarly from the Latin castrum,) in the 
same way; thus we have Caerleon (caetrum Legumia), 
Caerwent (cattrwn Ventai), &c. ; but I am not aware how 
far inquiries have been made to show whether the Welsh 
caer refers as uniformly to Boman sites as the Saxon caster 
and Chester. It is curious, however, that of three Caer 
Caradocs we know, Eoman remains are stated to have been 
found about one of them (Caer Caradoc, near Bridgend, in 
Glamoi^anshire), and that the celebrated Caer Caradoc, 
near Church Siretton, overlooks the great Koman road, 
the Watling Street. Are we not therefore justified in pre- 
suming that the Caer Caradoc of the Gaer Ditches, which 
we have been visiting, may possibly have been also a Roman 
work? Again, when we find the word bormtgh, or burmw, 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



or btay, in the names of such intrenchmenta, it seema to me 
that we have a primary pTeBamptioii that it may have been 
a Saxon mansion. Places called Kingsbary were mansions 
belonging to the kii^ — we have an. instance in Kjngsbiuy 
near Yemlam, the intrenchmenta of which are still visible. 
In Caynham, we have the more ordinary Saxon term of a 
man's mansion, ham, or home, in the name ; but I think 
from what has been before aaid that the ham from which 
it took its name was the mansion within the intrench- 
menta, and that these are Saxon. I confess that when I 
stood within the Bury Ditches in the neighbourhood of 
Clun, and beheld the vast prospect of hill and valley and 
wood and field below, the descriptions I had read in Anglo- 
Saxon poetry flashed upon my mind, and I thought I 
stood within the weallaa (or intrenchments) of some pow- 
ertul Saxon border chieftain, who here held the wide 
estates he had conquered in defiance of the Welshmen. 
Singularly enough, as I walked across the middle of the 
vast area, I observed to a fi-iend who was at my aide that 1 
suspected if a trench were dug there traces of buildii^ 
might be found; and within a week after I learned acci- 
dentally that Lord Powis's keeper, digging into a rabbit 
burrow on that very spot, had come to a waU of rude 
maaonty, to hia own no small surprise. In conclusion, I 
would remark that there are reasons why the Saxon word 
hary or harmo may have been applied much more 
generally than caater or cJ^ater. The Anglo-Saxona, in 
t3 
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giving the name, knew no doubt in general to what &ey 
were giving it ; but they might, at a later period of their 
history, meet here and there with old intrenchments for 
which they had no special name, and, supposing them to 
be the remains of an old heorg or mansion, they would 
name them accordingly. Hence, though we may naturally 
look for a Saxon origin of earthworks designated by die 
word honyugk or Jury, they may nevertheless he of a mvch 
older date; and we must bear in mind also that sometimes 
this word ionyugh or bury is only another form of barrow, 
a sepulchral mound. 
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C TO OOODHANHAM. 



Yore ia in many respects one of the most mtereating 
cities in England, and it has held a very prominent poeition 
in history from the time when under the name of Eburacum 
it was the residence of the Roman emperors to the present 
day. Situated in the middle of a wide fertile plain, its 
position is one which naturally offers itself for the site of 
an important military town; and, preserving this import- 
ance in after times, it was at one period the great seat of 
learning in Saxoa England. Of its earlier importance we 
need only say that it was the residence of three Boman 
emperors, Hadrian, Severus, and Constantius Chlorus ; 
that the greatest of the Eoman lawyers, Papinian and TJl- 
pian, gave their judgments within its walls; and that it 
was the school of the celebrated Saxon scholars, Egbert 
and Alcnin. With such reminiscences we might natundly 
expect to find many monuments of ancient greatness ; but 
unfortunately the grand destroyer, Time, has here been a 
busy worker, and we are left rather to muse over what has 
been than to rejoice over what remains. Even the noble 
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cathedral, which nataratly arrests first die attention of the 
Tisitor, has suffered ao much from modem iacendiaristn 
that it is no longer what it was. The great attraction of 
York, however, for all who possess any taste for the anti- 
quities of their country, is the museum of the Yorkshire 
Philosophical Society. 

By a singularly happy reunion of circumstances, the 
grounds of the Philosophical Society, which are beauti- 
fhlly situated on ground sloping toward the river and laid 
out picturesquely, contain within their circuit several of 
the most remarkable of the earlier monuments of the city. 
Near the entrance stand the remains of the Hospital of St. 
Leonard, a religious house said to have been founded by 
the Anglo-Saxon king Athelstan, in the year 936. The 
ruins consist chiefly of what are supposed to have been the 
ambulatory and chapel of the infirmary, the architecture 
of which is of the style generally denominated Early- 
English, that is, of the earlier part of the thirteenth cen- 
tury. Close behind these remiuns we come upon the Roman 
town wall, and that remarkable portion of the fortificationa 
of anwent Eburacum which, from the circumstance of its 
consisting of ten sides of a nearly regular thirteen-sided 
figure forming nine very obtuse angles, has received the 
name of the Multangular Tower. It is internally at the 
base upwards of thirty-three feet in diameter, and the wall 
ia of an immense thickness. This imposing mass of ma- 
sonry is built in the usual Roman manner, with string- 
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coulees of flat bricks. After leaving the Multangular 
Tower, we come immediately upon the site of the once 
noble abbey of St, Mary, about one half of the incloeure 
of which, including a lai^ part of the site of the church, 
now forms a part of the Society's grounds. The ground 
belonging to the Society has been careAilIy explored and 
excavated, and a large portion of the foundations of the 
ancient church and other monastic buildings, with much 
interesting and some beautiful sculpture, have been un- 
covered, and add to the attractions of the place. The 
handsome modem' building which contains the Society's 
museum stands on the site of what is supposed to have 
been die library or the scriptorium of the abbey. 

Nearly westward from the modem lAiilding just alluded 
to, and still vrithin the grounds of the Philosophical So- 
ciety, is an ancient building which is supposed to have 
been the hospitium of the abbey, or the building set apart 
for the entertainment of strangers. It consists of a lower 
room, which was probably the refectory, and an upper 
room, which is supposed to have been the dormitory. In 
these two rooms have been arranged, by the care of the 
distinguished, and now venerable, curator of this museum, 
the Rev. Charles Wellbeloved, and his not less learned son- 
in-law the Rev. John Eenrick, the principal Roman anti- 
quities found on this site and jn the neighbourhood, and a 
very good descriptive account of them, drawn up by the 
fbrmer gentleman, has been published, and will assist the 
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visitor in the examination of them. It is by much the 
best local museum in this country. The room below 
contains the lai^;er Roman monuments, such as TOtive 
altars, sepulchral monumejits, and stone coffins, many of' 
them with very interesting inscriptions, pieces of sculp- 
ture and architectural ornaments, &c., with a consider- 
able] number of medieval remains, many of them dng 
up in the Society's grounds. The smaller antiquities 
are arranged in cases and drawers in the upper room of 
this building. They consist of Roman pottciy in great 
variety, glass, inscribed bricks and tUes, domestic utensils, 
personal ornaments, and a tolerably numerous collection of 
early Anglo-Saxon remains obtained from barrows in 
Yorkshire. There are also some of what are generally 
considered as British remains, also from Yorkshire bar- 
rows, with a collection of Egyptian antiquities, and a very 
interesting assortment of mediieval articles. A ftw of the 
larger Roman antiquities, especially the ce1ebrat«d sculp- 
ture representing the sacrifice and mysteries of Mithras 
(dug up in York in 1747), will be found in the hall of the 
modem building; and a few Roman stone cofBns have been 
deposited within the Multangular Tower. The numismatic 
department of this museum is especially rich in Anglo- 
Saxon coins. I will not venture to give any more particular 
account of the varied coatents of this museum. To de- 
scribe the Roman antiquities would be to write the history 
of the celebrated city to which they belonged, and this 
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task has been admirably performed by Mr. Wellbeloved 
himself, in his "Eburacum: or York under the Romans;" 
to which, and to the deacriptire account of the mnseom 
just alluded to, I would refer every one who takes an in- 
terest in the early history of our island. 

Besides many other objects of antiquarian interest in the 
country about York, it is surrounded at no great distance 
by rather numerous sites of Roman towns. At a distance 
of nine miles to the south-east, the quiet town of Tadcaster 
occupies the site of the Roman Calcaria, of which no very 
distinct remains can now be traced, though it is probable 
that future researches will reveal its Ibundations; but 
about sixteen miles to the north-west, at Aldboroi^h, we 
still find imposing remains of the great Roman city of 
Isurium. Remains of another Roman town are found at 
Old Mslton, some seventeen or eighteen miles to the north- 
east of York, which I am inclined to think may represent 
the Derventio or the Delgovitia of the Romans. All these 
places are now approached directly or indirectly by rail- 
way. Another line, which runs eastward from York, will 
take us to a spot which posseaaes a peculiar interest in 
connection with the conversion of our Saxon forefathers to 
the faith of the Gospel. 

Aa we leave York by this line, we pass at first through 
a flat and not very interesting district, but fertile, and 
tolerably well wooded. The view is, as might be supposed, 
restricted on both sides. Further ou, between Stamford 
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Bridge and FangfosB stations, the land loses its rich cha- 
racter and its trees, and presents for a short distance the 
aspect of a low barren moor, producing little but fiirze- 
bushes and peat. 

We cannot pass the village of Stamford Bridge without 
a glance at its interesting reminiscences. It was here that 
Harold, the last of the Saxon monarchs, gained, on tiie 
23rd of September, 1066, the sanguinary victory which 
relieved him at once, by their slaughter, of his turbulent 
brother, Tosti, and a fierce invader Harald Harfager king 
of Norway, but which, by distracting his attention and 
weakening his forces at this momentous epoch, no doubt 
contributed to his own defeat and death in the battle of 
Hastings, on the 14th of October following. At that time 
the river Derwent was here crossed by a bridge, which was 
not improbably a Roman one ; and, as the river separated 
the two armies, Harold, who was aware of the dangers 
that threatened in the south, and that he had no time to 
lose, was obliged to force this bridge before he could bring 
, regular engagement. A powerftd Nor- 
1 reported to have defended the bridge 
single-handed, until he had killed forty of his assailants, 
and not to have given way until he was slain himself. The 
tradition of the place, where aJeU is still held on the 23rd 
of September in commemoration of the battle, is that the 
Norwegian was slain by a Saxon boatman, who rowed him- 
self under the bridge, and thrust his spear up through the 
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woodwork, and in memory of the exploit they Btill at the 
Jetejuat mentioned make and sell cakes in the form of a boat. 

As we pursue our course aloi^ the railway line, we now 
come in sight of a range of hills running in a south-easterly 
direction, which we approach continually nearer as we 
proceed. This is the edge of the eastern wolds, which 
extend for some miles in a northerly direction. The coun- 
try i^ain becomes fertile and well-wooded, and as we ad- 
vance it is more and more picturesque. Not far from 
Shipton station, where the railway approaches near to the 
foot of the hills, a fine avenue of trees, said to have been 
planted about a century ago at the suggestion of David 
Garrick, leads from the hamlet of Thorpe-in-the- Street, 
through the pastures adjoinii^ the park of Londesborough, 
up to the site where once stood the house. The village of 
Shipton, which is said to have been the birthplace of the 
celebrated witch Mother Shipton, is twenty-one miles from 
York by the railway. 

The position of Londesborough is singularly beautijid. 
The house stood upon an elevated platform, protect^ on 
the north and west by the hills which rise immediately 
behind it. The park lies chiefly beiow it, on the slope of 
the hiU, and presents a great variety of fine prospects, the 
beauty of which is increased by the fine old trees which 
are thickly scattered through it. The view from the site 
of the house commands a magnificent panorama. In front, 
at a distance of about twelve miles, the Humber is 
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distinctly visible, and the prospect is bounded by the dis- 
tant hills of Lincolnshire. To the westward it extends 
towards the vale of York, and from the old iron gates at 
the entrance of the grounds, the tower of York minster is 
visible. Eastwardly it is bounded by the hill which rises 
up iminediafely from the park ; but to the south-east we 
look down upon the town of Market Weighton, at a dis- 
tance of about two miles, and our view stretches far over 
the low country beyond, till at times, I am told, we may 
even trace the smoke of Hull. 

Londesborough appears to have been the site of a Roman 
settlement of some kind or other — perhaps a villa. The 
Roman road, which proceeds from Brough on the Humber 
(the site of the Roman landing-place from Lincolnshire, 
called in the old Itinerary Ad Petaariam), has been traced 
through the park, or, at all events, from what is known of 
its hne before and after, it must have passed through it. 
Roman coins and other antiquities, as well as sepulchral 
deposits, have been frequently found in the village and 
gardens, and in the park. The estate was long the pro- 
perty of the great family of the Cliffords, and it was carried 
by a daughter of the last Earl of Cumberland of that 
family to the Boyles Earls of Cork, from whom it descended 
to the I>ukes of Devonshire. The house was a large soUd 
building, the older and principal portion of which was 
traditionally assigned to the Cliffords. The northern part 
was built by the Earl of Burlington, the friend of Pope 
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aod Garrick. It must hare been aa interesting placet 
but, haying fallen into neglect, the present Duke of Devon- 
shire, for some reason or other which is variously stated, 
caused it to be pulled down about thirty years ago, so 
that now nothing remains of it but the terrace and steps 
in front, the extensive cellaring, and the gardens and 
shrubberies, A few years ago the estate was sold by 
the duke to the well-kilown George Hudson, from whom 
it was purchased by the present noble proprietor, who takes 
from it his title of Lord Londesborough. 

We must descend into the picturesque valley below the 
house, and then mount the opposite hill, up the greater 
part of which the park exteJids. On reaching the top of 
the hill we have before us another valley or comb, and 
another chalk hill (for all these hills are chalk) rising 
behind it. In this hollow, at a short distance before us, 
the church and village of Godmanham, or, as it is pro- 
QOunced and now generally written, Goodmaoham, occupies 
a prominent position. The ground is here bare of trees, 
except a few about the village just mentioned, which 
occupies the slope of the hilla, hardly a mile above Market 
Weighton. The church of Goodmanham stands on a high 
tump of ground in the middle of the village, in a rather 
remarkable position, and is said to mark the scene 
of one of the most beautiful episodes of our early Saxoa 
history. 

In the time of Edwin king of Deira, who ascended the 
u2 
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throne of this branch of the Northumbrian Saxons in 616, 
the people of the North were still ignorant of the Christian 
faith. The life of this prince was etrangely checquered 
with nuBfortones and guccessea. In his childhood he was 
driven from his kingdom hj the powerfiil Bemician king 
Athelferth, and was compelled to seek an asylum with one 
of the British princes. An attempt to defend him against 
the pttrauit of Athelferth led to that celebrated battle of 
Chester in which so many of the British clergy of Bangor 
were put to the sword. Edwin fled first to Mercia, and 
thence to East Anglia, and while there under the protec- 
tion of the Anglian king Riedwald he was said to have had 
a vision, in which his future good fortune was foretold to 
him, and he was enjoined to accept the revelation which 
should then be made to him of a purer faith than that of 
his fore&thers. Soon stftei this a battle took place be- 
tween Rcedwald and Athelferth, in which the latter was 
slain, upon which Edwin not only recovered his ovra king- 
dom of Deira, but succeeded also to the whole of Northum- 
bria. Edwin now became the most powerful king in 
Britain, and he obtained as his second wife Athelburh, 
daughter of Athelbert king of Kent. Athelbert, as we aU 
know, had been converted by the preaching of Augustine; 
hia family had now cordially received the Christian faith, 
and it was made a condition of the marriage not only that 
the princess should not be molested in her religion, but 
that she should have a Christian bishop with her, who was 
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privately to administer its offices. There can be little 
doubt that Paulinus, one of the monks sent over by the 
pope to assist Aiigiistine in his missionary labours, was 
selected for this office, with a view to the ultimate conver- 
sion of the northern Angles. 

It was, according to Bede, in the summer of the year 
625, that the young Kentish, princess, and her spiritual 
instructor, directed their steps towards the kingdom' of the 
Northumbrians. The labours of the missionary were at 
first nusuccessfiil, for kiog Edwin was unwilling to desert 
the worship of his ancestors, and his people held aloof 
from new doctrines which had not yet received the approval 
of their chief. But in the year ader the marriage new 
events occurred in the Northumbrian history, which exer- 
cised an important influence over the course of Edwin's 
future life. The king of the West Saxons, resolved to rid 
himself of the supremacy exercised over his kingdom by 
the powerful ruler of the Northumbrians, was preparing to 
revolt against it, but he determined first fo have recourse 
to the arm of an assassin, and a messenger was sent with a 
pretended embassy, but in reality to slay the prince to 
whom his message was addressed. The treacherous assas- 
sin, whose name was Eumer, reached the court of Edwin, 
who was then residing in one of his palaces, or, as Bede 
expresses it, where was then his royal villa (vbi tunc eral 
villa regalis), near the river Derwent, on Easter Sunday, in 
the year 626. The assassin was slain without having 
c3 
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effected his purpoae, but tlie ting received a wound, and 
two of his nobles were killed in defending him, That 
night the queen was safely delivered of a daughter, in ac- 
knowledgment of which Edwin gave thanks to his gods ; 
but Pauhnue returned thanks to Christ, and assured the 
king that it was to his intercession that Athelburh owed 
her easy delivery. The bishop so far prevailed, that 
Edwin consented, no donbt at the persuasion of his queen, 
that the infant should be baptized, and this ceremony was 
performed on Whitsunday following, eleven other persons 
of the royal household receiving at the same time the bap- 
tismal rite. The king further promised that he would 
himself turn to the worship of the Redeemer if Paulinus 
would procure for him victory over his enemy the West- 
Saxon king. When at length Edwin returned triumphant 
from the war, he at once so far fulfilled this promise that 
he abstained from offering worship to the idols himself, 
but he stUl, perhaps for poLtical reasons, hesitated in pro- 
claiming himself a Christian. Paulinus, we are told, when 
he perceived the king's continued reluctance, presented 
himself before him in private, and announced to him that 
he was a messenger directed by Heaven to command him 
to be a believer, reminding him, as a proof of his divine 
mission, of the vision which the king had had in his youth, 
and which he had revealed to no man, Edwin was con- 
vinced; but he proposed, before openly accepting the 
Christian faith, to hold a meeting of his witan, that they 
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might debate the matter in council, and all agree to be 
baptized together. 

It was a little before the Easter of the year 627, when 
Edwin assembled hia chiefs in the villa beyond the Der- 
went, and asked them aeverallj what they thought of the 
new doctrine and worship preached by the Christian 
bishop. Among those called to deliberate on this occasion 
was the chief of the king's priests, whose name was Ctefi, 
or, as it b written by Bede in the Northumbrian dialect, 
Coifi, and who was the first to deliver Ms opinion. "Con- 
aider, O king," said the heathen priest, "what ia this 
which is now preached to ns. For myself, I truly confess 
to you my conviction that the religion we have hitherto 
held has no virtue in it. For none of your people has 
applied himself more dil^ently to the worship of our goda 
than I have, and yet there are many who receive greater 
favours from you, and obtain greater hcmours, and are 
more prosperous in all their undertakings. Now if these 
gods were of any worth they woiild favour me most, who 
have been most zealous in their service. It remains, there- 
fore, that, if upon examination you find ^ese new doc- 
trines now preached to ua better and of more worth, we 
hasten to receive them without delay." Perhaps the idol- 
ator might have found a better argument, but it seems to 
have been a sincere one, and it came from one whose ez- 
unple could not fail to be influential. One of the secular 
chiefs followed him with a beautiful comparison. " The 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



8S4 WANDERINGS OF AN ANTiquABT. 

preaent life of man, O Mag, seems to me, in comparisoa 
of that life which is imknown to us, Uke as it is when in 
winter time you, seat«d at the festive board, among yont 
cbiefa and ministers, with a blazing fire in the midst of the 
hall, while the stormj lains and snows of winter are raging 
without, a sparrow entering passes through swiftly, flying 
in at one door and immediately afterwards departing by 
the other. During the time he is within he is not touched 
by the wintry storm, bnt,this brief period of fair weather 
being passed over in a moment, he disappears from your 
sight, returning to the same, winter from which be came. 
So this life of man is for a brief period apparent to us; 
but of what may fbUow, or of what preceded, we are totally 
ignorant. Wherefore, if this new doctrine bring us any- 
thing more certain, it seems just that we should follow it." 
The other courtiers gave their opinions in the same sense, 
whereupon Ccefi requested that Paulinns might be invited 
to declare to them the doctrines he recommended ; and, 
convinced by his preaching, he stood forth and said, " I 
have been long sensible of the emptiness of what we wor- 
ship, because the more earnestly I sought after truth in 
that worship, the less I found it. But now I openly confess 
that this preaching evidently manifests that truth which 
can confer upon us the gifts of life, salvation, and ever- 
lasting happiness. Wherefore I recommend, O king, that 
we at once deliver to perdition and fire those temples and 
altars which we have consecrated in vain." Edwin gave 
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his approbation to the proposal, but, perhaps still appre- 
hensive of the consequences of Buch an act of desecration, 
he asked who would undertake to put it in execution, by 
profaning the altars and tfjnples of the idols, with the 
inoloaures that surrounded them. "I will do it," exclaimed 
the priest, " for who is more fitting than mjself to destroy 
the tilings I worshipped through ignorance, as an example 
to all others, through the knowledge which has been 
given me from the true Grod?" yihereupon he demanded 
of the king arms and astailion, for it appears that it was not 
lawful for a priest to cany arms, or to ride any other animal 
but a mare ; and having girt on a sword, and taken in his 
hand a spear, he mounted the steed brought him by order of 
the king, and rode to the temple. A priest thus equipped 
was so strange a sight, that people collected from all quar- 
ters in the belief that he was mad. Nevertheless, he met 
with no opposition, and he no sooner reached the sacred 
spot than he profaned it by throwing his spear into it, and he 
then ordered his companions to destroy and bum the temple 
and its inclosures. " This place of the idols," sa^s Bede, 
writing in the year 731, " is stiU shown, not far from York, 
to the eastward, beyond the river Derwent, and is now called 
Godmundingaham, where this h^h priest, inspired by the 
true God, profaned and destroyed the altars which he had 
consecrated himself." Soon after this event, on Easter day, 
which that year was the 12th of April, Edwin was bap- 
tised by Paulinus in the city of York. 
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It ia evident, from Bede's account of these proceedings, 
that thej all took place within a small compose ; it was 
probably but a short distance from the king's villa to the 
■ite of Csfi's temple. Tradition in Bede'e time, who was 
bom not more than forty-five years after the event, could 
not be wrong in identifying the site of the temple with 
Godmundingaham, and there can be no doubt that the 
place thus named was the modem Goodmanham. The 
church of Goodmanham if supposed to occupy the site of 
the ' temple — and we can easily imagine the erection of a 
Christian church on such a spot. The present building is 
an early Norman structure of some architectural interest. 
The arch between the chancel and the choir b flattened at 
the top, as though it had ^ven way aft«r it was built, and 
the pilasters wHch support it lean slightly outwards. 
Several instances of such arches of the Norman period 
have been observed in different parts of the country, and, 
as I believe all the stones of the arch seem never to have 
formed part of a semicircle, it remains yet to be ascertained 
whether the form they now have was the result of design 
or accident. The capitals which support the arch are of a 
design which is not usual — one of them is given in the ac- 
companying cut. In one comer of the church is a very 
rudely-formed early Norman font, which the sanguine 
antiquary. Dr. Stukeley, believed to be the identical font 
in which king Edwin was baptised, Ibrgetting that that 
ceremony was performed, not at Goodmanham, but in York. 
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The cbujcli stands, as I have said before, on an elevated 
knoll, and there is an apparent slight vallum round the 
churchyard, which is probably the remains of an old hedge- 
row. At about a hundred yards direct south of the 
church, in a field on the other side of the rectory, are some 
extenaive and very etrange-looking earthworks. They 
occupy the brow of the 'hill, overlooking a rather deep 
valley or comb, at the bottom of which flows a copious 
stream of remarkably clear water, which rises a Uttle 
above, and flows down to the town of Market Weighton. 



The earthworks just alluded to have been supposed to be 
the remtuns of Ctefi's temple. They give one at the first 
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glance the notion of a large aquare incloaure, with a fortified 
entrance running down the bank towards the stream ; but 
the interior of the incloaure ia filled with moimda, and, on 
examining it more minutely, the whole presents auch an 
appearance of confusion that we are led to acknowledge 
that it may after all be nothing but the remains of a 
modem chalk-pit. Such is, at all events, the opioion of 
Mr. Roach Smith, who commenced some excavatioos to 
the west of the high road, and discovered some rains 
which he judged to be medieval. 

Before we proceed any further let me correct the extra- 
ordinary statements which have been made by top<^aphers 
and local historians as to the derivation of the name. On 
no subject perhaps has such a mass of ignorant nonsense 
been given to the world as on the derivations of names of 
places in this country. Bede has been quoted as stating 
that the name of Godmundingahain means a place of idols; 
but the venerable patriarch of Saxon history knew his 
mother tongue far too well to have made any such state- 
ment. Like all others of this form — and they are the most 
numerous class we have — this name is a simple designation 
of the first Saxon, or rather Angle, possessors of the 
locality; and its only possible meaning is the ham or home 
(residence) of the Godmundings, or descendants of God- 
mund. Who Godmund was — whether he was one of the 
chiefs who came in the expeditions to Britain, or whether 
he was some oldej hero in the country from which the 
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Angle settlers came, or whether again he may have been 
the head of a race of priests — is a question which it would 
be in vain to attempt to soItc. 

When Mr. Roach Smith was making some partial exca- 
vations at Goodmanham, he found at the distance of 
two or three fields behind them several barrows, and 
near them a Roman road, which he traced to the 
shrubbery close to the house at Londesborough.* It is 
still well developed in the pine-wood through which we 
pass in waiting from Londesborough to Goodmanhani. 
When we consider therefore that Londesborough and Good- 
manham stood by the same Roman road, less than a mile 
apart, and that indications of a Roman villa are foimd at 

■ Mr. Roach Smith was not the first exoaiator on this spot. It 
appears (ram tbe Eboracum, p. 31, tbat Drake dug into the mounds 
already mentioned as Ijing to the south of tbe cburch, and the result 
justified the opinion expressed by Mr. Smith. Drake eajs, — " At 
tbe former (Weighton) ii nothing to be observed ; but st the other 
(Qoodmanham) , on the east side of the village, is a pretty largo spot of 
ground, so uneven and full of hills and holes that it looked exceed- 
ingly like a ruin covered by time with earth and turf. 1 was shewn 
this place by my lord Burlington, the present lord of the manor of 

I took an opportunity and set some men at work on several parts of it. 
who dug pretty deep, but it turned out to be nothing but chalk pits, or 
lime, which last has and maj still be got here in great plenty, and very 
probably was here burnt when wood was more common in this country 
than It is DOW. The site of the p^an temple in Goodmanham in all 
pmbability was on tbe very same spot of ground tbe cburch now stands." 
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the former place, are we not justified in accouotiiig it pos- 
sible that Londesborough itself may have been tlie site of 
Edwin's rilla, where that interesting conference took place 
which is described above? We can then understand per- 
fectly how, when the conference was terminated bo remark- 
ably, Cfefi called for horse and aims, and rode over the 
interrening hill to his idol temple on the other side. It is 
a supposition which cannot fail to give an additional in- 
terest to both localities in the mind of the visitor. I may 
add, in addition to what has been already said of their an- 
tiquities, that the high grounds, in a long sweep behind 
both, are covered with lai^ sepulchral tumuli. 

A very ple,a8ant walk of somewhat less than a mile will 
take the visitor down the hill to Market Weighton, a town 
which probably derives its name from having stood on the 
old Roman road — Weg-tun, the town on the way ; and he 
may thence proceed to York, unless he prefer returning 
through Londesborough park to the station of Shipt«n, 
which is two miles ne.arer York by the railway line than 
the Market Weighton st-ation. 
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In the middle of an estensive plain, at a distance of 
aeventeen Roman miles &om Eburacum, along the military 
road which left that city in a uqrth-westerly direction, 
stood another city, named by the Romans Isurium, which 
appears almost to have rivalled Eburacum itaelf in gran- 
deur, if not in importance. iBuriam, indeed, seems to 
have held towards Eburacum somewhat the relation of 
Verulamium to Londinium. 

The road of the legionaries has long ceased to be a 
trodden path, and it would require some labour and a 
practised eye to trace its course, now hidden under green 
meadows and rural lanes. The noble city to which it led 
has also disappeared, and the traveller who would go 
in search of its site must take the railway from York 
towards Durham, and proceed some sixteen miles tu 
the station at Pillmoor, whence a short branch-line, run- 
ning south-west somewhat short of six miles, will bring 
him to the old medieval town of Boroughbridge. Borough- 
bridge is a quiet place, with little of absolute interest iu 
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itself, but it ofiera a convenient and good resting-place for 
the wanderer in search of scenery or of historic sites in this 
part of Yorkshire. If he take the road which leaves Borough- 
bridge to the east, a pleasant walk of somewhat more than 
half a mile will bring him to its fellow town of Aldborough. 
The first intimation of the approach to a town — or rather, 
to speak of it by its appearance, to a village — is a large 
plain mansion on the right-hand side of the road. This is 
the residence of Andrew Lawson, Esq., the proprietor of 
a large portion of the land of Aldborough, and is known 
as the Manor House. After we have passed it, the road 
takes the character of a street, which almost immediatel; 
separates into two, one running in a eoutlierly direction, 
the other south-east. In the space between these two 
branches stands the church; a building apparently of the 
fifteenth century, but composed in part of materials taken 
from the ruins of the ancient Roman town, among which 
is conspicuous on the external wall of the vestry a lai^ 
sculptured stone bearing a figure of Mercury. Beyond 
the church a cross road runs from one of the branch roads 
just mentioned to the other, and where it joins the south- 
ern road or street, there is an open space, where the 
members of parliament — for Aldborough was a borough 
town — were formerly elected, and which is called the Bo- 
rough Hill. In fact, the ground here begins to rise rather 
rapidly ; and the road, which has hitherto run southerly, 
turns south-west and proceeds up the hill till it passes s 
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modern square tower on the right. Another atreet turns 
from the space called the Borough Hill on the southern side, 
runs a short distance parallel to the one just mentioned, 
and then turns at a right angle and rejoins it just before 
we arrire at the tower. The south-eastern branch of the 
first road continues its course nearly in its original dirtM^- 
tion, till it passes another large house, called Aldborongh 
Hall. These roads or streets, bordered irregularly with 
low and small houses, or cottages, compose the modern 
town of Aldborough, which contains somewhat less than 
three thousand inhabitants. 

At the entrance of the town, immediately after passing 
Aldborough Manor, the residence of Mr. Lawson, the 
attention of the visitor will be attracted by a board on the 
wall of one of the cottages adjoinii^ it on the right hand 
aide of the road, on which the following very modem 
inscription is neatly painted : — 

MUSEUM 18URIANUH. 

ETRUSCAN PATTERN 

TESSELATED PAVEMENTS. 

Admuiioi liipenie eadi. 

A little further on another house, which is the old 

manor house, has two inscribed boards, the first of which, 

an order inscription than the others, though it appears to 

x3 
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have been repainted, rather quaintly informs the reader 
in what was intended to be verse — 

Thb ii th« ANCIENT MANOR House. 
Aad in it jon ma; aee 
The ROMANS WORKS. 
A great Curioaet;. 
Adjoining this, on the same house, another board con- 
tains the following annotmcement — 

TE88BLATED PAVEMENTS. 

COINS, ix. 
AdmiHian nxpence facll. 

Proceeding further up the town, on the branch of the 
road leading to the south, the visitor will soon come to a 
small road-side public-house, still on the right hand side 
of the way, and on the rise of the ground at the Borough 
Hill. This little inn bears the somewhat high-sounding 
name of the Aldbui^h Arms, and a board over the door 
presents the following inscription — 
HYPOCAUST. 

SUDATORY. 

MOSAIC. 

PAVEMENTS. 

Admission each 
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The next house above this inn haa a board also, with a 
very tempting inscription — 

BASILICA 

with 
GREBK INSCRIPTION, 

AdmisBion sixpence eBoh. 

But we need go no fiirther to convince ourselves that 
we are treading upon the ruins of some great city of the 
ancient world, and, as all these inscriptions have followed 
each other within a few paces, we shall become alarmed at 
the expensive character which a. visit to it is likely soon to 
assume, if an additional sixpence is to be levied on every 
fragment of building that turns up. The remains indi- 
cated by these inscriptions are so far, however, of sufficient 
interest to repay the visitor for the small sum demanded for 
showing them. The person who resides in the cottage first 
mentioned haa the privilege of showing Mr, Lawson's 
museum, of which we shall speak farther on. Under this 
cottage, which stands about forty yards within the wall of 
Koman Isurium (the wall ran through the ait« of Mr. 
Lawson's house), portions of handsome tessellated pave- 
ments have been foiuid, of which a square in very 
good condition has been preserved under a trap-door in 
the floor of the cottage. Parts of the same pavement 
have been found at difierent times not only in the out- 
buUdinga behind the house but in the road before it, and 
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th^ seem all to have belonged to a corridor, perhaps sar- 
roundisg the atrium, or hall, of a handsome Roman 
mansion. Under the old manor house, and in the grounds 
behind it, scTeral extensive remains of parements have 
been discovered, one of which, fourteen feet and a half 
square and in good preservation, is protected by a roofed 
building. 

The gardens of the Aldburgh Arms have been the scene 
of still more extensive excavations and discoveries, consi- 
derable portions of a lat^e and very handsome Roman 
house having there been laid open. It appears that in the 
year 1632, the keeper of the inn was digging a deep hole 
to bury a calf which had died, when he came unexpectedly 
to a very beautifully tessellated floor, forming a rectan- 
gular apartment of about thirteen feet by twelve, inclosed 
by the remains of the walls. The pavements hitherto men- 
tioned consist entirely of the various elegant patterns of 
mosaic ornamentation which are usually found in the Ro- 
man houses of Isurium, but the inner compartment of the 
pavement found in 1832 contaiued a picture representing 
an animal of some kind reposing under a tree. The animal 
is said by some to have been a panther, and others sup- 
pose it to have been a lion — but, unfortunately, although 
a building was raised over the pavement for its protection, 
so much of the central compartment has been torn up by 
the discreditable eagerness of visitors to carry away the 
teaserte as curiosities, that very little of the form of the 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



animal remains. The pictare is worked on a whiu; ground, 
with tesserae of five difierent colours, red, yellow, brown, 
black, and lilac. It is inclosed in a border of two black 
tessene, which form a line serving as a square frame to the 
picture. Another border of three white tessene separates 
this line from the series of ornamental borders which fill 
up the floor. The external border, which separates the 
ornamental floor from the wall of the room, is composed of 
larger tessene formed of stone of a brownish colonr. In 
1846 excavationa were made around the site of the floor 
just described, which led to the discovery of other apart- 
ments belonging to the same house, of which the floors 
had disappeared. Adjoining the room discovered in 18S2, 
on the north-east side, was a much lai^r apartment, around 
which were a regular series of pilaster-formed projections, 
within which had been placed the flue-tiles for conducting 
the hot air from the hypocaust by which the rooms were 
wanned. Beyond this apartment, still to the north-east, 
were some smaller apartments, in which some of the pillars 
of the hypocaust remained, and at the south comer of one 
of these, in what was probably an external wall, was found 
one of tie fUrnaces or fire-places of the hypocaust, with 
the perpendicular flue or chimney still remsuning to nearly 
the height of the ruined wall, blackened with soot in 
the inside. In one of these smaller rooms, which pro- 
bably formed part of the domestic offices, a well was found. 
All these rooms occupied the comer of what appeared to 
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be a roadway, inclosed between two wails, perhaps a nar- 
row lane, the ground on the o^er side of which has not 
been examined. But, in 1848, new excavations were un- 
dertaken on the east and west aides of this house. These 
led at length to the discoveiy of another parement of 
great beauty, which was quite perfect, and its colours 
as freah as on the day when it was first laid down. 
The centre-piece of this paTement, a square of about 
a foot and a half, incloses, upon a white ground, a 
double star, the rays of green bordered with black. 
The centre is formed by a series of concentric rings, 
commencing irom a focus of one white tessera in the 
middle of a cross of black upon a red ground. The rings, 
b^inning from the cross, are composed first of circles of 
single tessene, white, red, yellow, and black, then a ring of 
two red tessene, and finally one of two white ones. The 
internal square is surrounded by a border of black pyra- 
mids on a white ground. Around this is a band of two 
black tessene, and then one of two white tessene. Then 
we have a handsome guilloche border, of four bands, of 
five threads each, the colours being black, red, yellow, 
white, and black. The next band is a very broad Greek 
fret, black, upon a white ground. This is followed by a 
double guilloche, of the same number of threads and co- 
lours as the former. Afler this the borders are plain, the 
first being a white one, the second red, and the third a broad 
band of large tessera (an inch and a half square) of grey 
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sandstone, which surrounda the whole floor. The whit* 
boidpT is dlBtinguished by this peculiarity, that it differs 
in width, the number of tessene being on each side, of the 
square three, five, seven, and nine, respectively. This ar- 
rangement appears to have been rendered necessary by a 
slight original displacement of the centre. The whole floor 
is about twelve feet square, and the original walls were 
found remaining to an averse height of two feet. These 
walls have been adopted as the basement of a building to 
cover and protect the pavement, which, I regret to say, is 
suffering considerably from the effects of frost and damp, 
the latter having produced a mouldiness by which the 
bright colours of the tessene are much obscured. 

The most interesting of all the pavements yet discovered 
among the ruins of Isurium is found in the gardens of the 
house higher up the hill, which exhibits externally the 
board containing the last of the inscriptions I have enume- 
rat«d, but, unfortunately, in consequence of its lying nearer 
the surface of the ground and being laid with less strength 
than the others, it is in a very fragmentary condition. It 
was brought to light, in the course of some excavations, 
in the year 1846. As far as it remains, the building ap- 
pears to have consisted of a rectangular ante-room, of a 
large rectangular central apartment, and of a semi-circular 
room or apse beyond the central room. This semicircular 
apse, it must be observed, is frequently found in Boman 
villas. It has, however, been conjectured that we have 
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hote the foundations of a temple or basilica. The centre 
of the ante-room is occupied by a pavement of the guil- 
loche pattern. Only one small corner of the pavement of 
the central room remains, which, as it contains a cloeely- 
draped bust of a human figure, makes ub the more regret 
the loss of the remainder. The whole has been surrounded 
by a narrow border of the Vitruvian scroll, a double 
giiilloche, and a broad Greek fret. The apse appears to 
have been only partly separated from the large room by a 
transverse wall, leaving an opening which might perhaps 
bo closed with a curtain. It has been conjectured that 
this semicircular apartment in the Roman villas was a sort 
of little chapel or sanctuary, and that it contained a statne 
of the deity whom the possessor of the house bad chosen 
as his patron. In a villa recently opened in the neigh- 
bourhood of Leicester,. there was found in the centre of a 
similar semicircular apse a short pillar, which nught have 
been the 8upp0j.-t of a statue or have served for an altar. In 
the apse at Isurium were found the remains, still pre- 
served, of what has been a singularly interesting pavement, 
the central part of which has been occupied by a group 
or row of figures, one of which remains almost complete, 
and appears to represent a man holding a scroll in his 
hand ; of another the lower part (apparently that of a 
draped female) remains. On the right-hand side of the 
first of these figures, under the left elbow, which holds the 
scroll, is part of an inscription, in two lines, in Greek 
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letters worked in small tessewe of blue glass — perhaps the 
other letters were oa the left-hand side of the figure. The 
letters which remain appear to be 

€AH 

etoN 

The circumstance of the inscription being in Greek may 
perhaps be, taken as evidence of the refinement of the in- 
habitants of Roman Isurium. 

Several other tessellated pavements besides those just 
enumerated are known to have been discovered on the site 
of ancient Isurium, almost all in the neighbourhood of the 
modem houses, as few excavations have been made in 
other parts, and it is therefore probable that a great num- 
ber of others, and some of them of high interest, still re- 
main concealed under the turf. Foundations and pave- 
ments have been traced in the gardens of the cottages on 
the north side of the town ; a hypooaust was found on the 
site of the school, at the angle where the two main streets 
separate; and a long corridor and other fotmdations seem 
to show that there was some very extensive building, pub- 
lic or private, on the site of the modem church and 
churchyard. Similar remains, of considerable magnitude, 
were also discovered at the beginning of the last century, 
on the Borough Hill. " Not long since," we are told by 
Drake, the old historian of Roman York, " more pave- 
ments of this kind were discovered on a hill called the 
Burrow Hill. Here were likewise the foundation walls of 
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a considerable building laid open ; two bases of pillara of 
Borne regular order ; large stones of the grit kind, with 
joiats for cramping ; sacrificial vessels; flues, or hollow 
sqixare pipes, for the conveyance of smoke or warm air; 
bones and homa of beasts, mostly stags; an ivory needle, 
and 3 copper Roman style or pin." Drake pronounces 
these to be the remains of a temple, but most of the 
articles he enumerates seem rather to have belonged to a 
large mansion-house, and his sacriAcial vessels might, if 
wc saw them, prove to be mere domestic articles. 

Many of the most interesting remains of ancient Isurium 
discovered of late years lie in the extensive gardens and 
grounds of Mr. Lawson's mansion, which extend along the 
western portions of the city wall, from the house, where 
the principal gateway appears to have stood, to the western 
comer of the city, and nearly half way along the south- 
western wall. Mr. Lawson's house is built on the line of 
the wall, and close to it was found an immense block of 
atone, reckoned to weigh not less than a ton and a half, 
with the hollow in which the hinge or pivot of the town- 
gates was placed, and the lead which fixed it. The size of 
this atone had saved it from being carried away for modem 
building purposes, which has been the general fate of the 
materiala of the Roman city walls, as well as of that of the 
houses in the interior. We no sooner enter Mr. Lawson's 
gardens than we meet almoat at evety step with bases or 
capitals of columns, and other architectural fragments, 
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altars, &o. , and here and there fr^ments of walls of houses 
in their original position. At about a hundred feet from 
the house we come upon the firgt portion of the waU which 
remains etaodiug to aaj elevation; where it rises above 
the ground it is now about ten feet in thickness. Within 
this portion of wall, over an extent reaching to some dis- 
tance back in the gardens, the remains of buildings have 
been disclosed, consisting chiefly of small rooms. The 
remains furthest inward from the wall are supposed to 
have been public baths, a notion which seemed to be con- 
firmed by the circumstance that two strigils were found 
there. The flue tiles, for conducting the warm air through 
the house, may here be seen in their original arrangement, 
and the parts of the walls which rwnain preserved in 
some places the original fresco painting, with the colours 
quite fresh. At some distance further on we come to 
another long portion of the wall, which has been unco- 
vered; and a little distance within this the lower parts of 
the walls of a mass of small rooms have been disclosed, 
extending over a considerable patch of ground. From the 
appearance of these rooms, they seem to have belonged to 
houses running along a street which lay between them and 
the walls, and Bome of the rooms adjoining to the street 
appear to have been shops. From the traces found at 
difibrent places hereabouts, all the ground in this part of 
the city, between the town walls and the buildings where 
the rich tessellated pavements were found, seems to have 
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been covered with houaea of this description, intersected 
probably by small streets and lanes. In clearii^ ont 
these houses, great quantities of pottery, glass, fr^meats 
of fresco paintings from the walls, architectoral jr^pnents, 
and a variety of other articles, with a considerable quan- 
tity of Eoman coins, were found. The gardener, who was 
my guide through this part of the site of Isurium on a 
recent visit, and who bad assisted at these diggings, dwelt 
with especial satisfaction on the coins which the spade so 
continually brought from their concealment. " Here, in 
this little room," he would say, " we found fifteen shillings' 
worth" — " in that room we found nine shillings' worth" — 
and 80 on ; for it appears that by way of encouragement 
the late Mr. Lawson, under whose directions these excava- 
tions were made, gave the workmen a shilling a-piece for 
every coin they brought him. In what appeared to have 
been a small court-yard among the buildii^ last men- 
tioned, were found Eoman querns or hand-mills for grind- 
ing corn, in the position where they had been used. After 
tiis, the city wall has been uncovered almost continuously 
round the western corner and along the south-western side 
to the modem road which passes tlirough Aldborongh. 
With the exception of a piece at the southern comer, the 
rest of the circuit of wall is traced only by the mound 
which covers it. In some parts the facing-stones are here 
very perfect ; this is especially the case in the cross~wall 
of the southern corner, which is broken by a square tower 
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retiring inwards, and fiirtber on by a sort of semicircular 
chamber or tower without. Another square tower was 
found in the part of the Bouth-westem wall that was un- 
covered. 

The city of iBurium, as defined by its walla, formed an 
oblong rectangular parallelogram, of which the two longest 
aides were upwards of two thousand one hundred feet in 
length, and the ehorteat somewhat more than thirteen hun- 
dred, making a circuit of rather moB-e than a mile and a 
half, and inclosing an area of sixty acres. Three of the 
comers at least were cut off in the manner shown in the 
accompanying plan, and this was probably the case also 
with the fourth or northern comer, which has not yet been 
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sufficiently investigated to ascertain this point. The 
thickness of the town wall varies from ten to sixteen 
feet; it appears to have been faced with carefiilly-sqiiared 
stones, without the usual bondings of bricks — at least no 
tracer of them have been found. In our small plan, the 
6gurea indicate, 1. Mi. Lawson's Honse (Aldbotongh 
Manor); 2. the site of buildings and baths behind the 
first mass of waD in the gardens; 3. the site of the laiger 
mass of small buildings in the gardens; 4. a hypocaust 
and other foundations; 5. the gardens of the Aldbuigh 
Arms ; 6. the supposed basilica ; 7. the gardens behind the 
old manor house; 8. Aldborough school; 9. the church; 
10. theparsonage; 11. the Borough Hill: 12, 12. places on 
the north-eastern side of the village where foundations and 
pavements have been found; 13. Aldborough Hall; 14. a 
spot within the wall where a considerable quantity of coins 
has been found; 17. a modem prospect-tower, erected by 
Mr. Lawson: A marks the entrance to Aldborough from 
Boroughbridge ; B and C are the entrances to the town 
from the south-east and south-west; they are probably all 
three identical with gales of the ancient city. The prin- 
cipal street of Isurium perhaps ran nearly in the same line 
as the modem road from A to B. From the discoveries 
yet made, we shouJd conclude that the finest buildings 
stood in the middle of the town, and on the rise of the hill 
towards the south-west; perhaps the chief public buildings 
stood on its brow, on and above what is now called the 
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Borough Uill. But a glaacc even at this slight sketch 
of a plan will show how little has yyt been done towards 
exploring the remains of Roman Isurium. All the exten- 
sive apace to the north-east, marked D in the plan, form- 
ing more than a third of the whole area, is untouched; 
and, as it has always heen laid out in fields, whatever is 
discovered there will probably be found in a more perfect 
state than the remains foimd iu the town. The same may 
be said of the lai^e space in the southern comer. The 
ground inclosed by the branch roads above tie Borough 
Hill is also in a great measure unexplored. 

The ground on the esterior of the walls of Isurium has 
not been more fiilly explored than that in the interior; 
and, with tlie exception of the excavations made by Mr. 
Lawson in his gardens, the discoveries have been chiefly 
accidental. It is well known that in Roman cities the 
cemeteries and sepulchral monuments lay outside the waUs, 
and there are abundant proofs that this was the case at 
Isurium. At the entrance from Boroughbridge, on the 
opposite side of the road from Mr. Lawson's house, many 
sepulchral urns have been dug up at difiereut times. 
Along the whole range of the wall in Mr. Lawson's gar- 
dens, similar articles, with graves, deposits of burnt bones, 
and here and there places which seemed to have been used 
for the purpose of cremation, were found, and some of 
these are still left uncovered. But the most remarkable 
sepulchral remains were found on the opposite side of the 
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cit^, at the spot marked 15 in our plan, which has been 
long popularly known by the name of Red Hills. At this 
spot was found in 1846 a cofGn made of fine bright red 
and well-tempered clay, not unlike the pott«iy called 
Samian ware, but unbaked. Its farm was exactly that of 
the sole of a shoe, seven feet two inches in length, and in 
ite greatest breadth two feet six inches. The clay was of 
a uDiform thickness of about six inches. It was covered 
over with slabs of red freestone. One might suppose that 
this singularly-shaped coffin had been made to contain a 
body entire; but, on the contrajy, when uncovered, it was 
found to be filled with the ashes of oak-wood, among which 
were scattered a few fragments of human bones and some 
teeth. These ashes Tere placed on a thin substratum of 
clay. It seemed tike the remains of a funeral pile, from 
which the bones had been collected and placed in an urn 
for interment or preservation elsewhere. Near this was 
found another curious tomb, not very much unlike it, ex- 
cept that it was formed of slabs of stone set upright in the 
ground, and covered with similar slabs, but it was singular 
as containing a second smaller receptacle sunk within the 
head of the larger one. It has been suggested that this 
small receptacle was intended to receive the remains of a 
child. This grave had evidently been disturbed at a 
former period, for it was ^led with earth mixed with 
broken pottery. One or two inscribed monumental stones 
are recorded to have been foimd at Aldborough, but only 
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one is bow tuown to exist — it was raised to the menooty 
of a lady by her husband, the inscription being, as near as 



PEL. CTIE 
COLVGI 
KARIS 
L. M. F. 

F. CVR. 

One object in the outer circuit of the city n 
noticed. A little distant outside the southern comer of 
the town walls, at the spot marked 16 in the plau, are dis- 
tinct traces of what is supposed to have been an ancient 
stadium ; and near it is a circular mound of very consider- 
able dimensions, evidently artiiicial, which is popularly 
named Scudforth HiU. A small altar was found on or 
close by this mound a few years ago. 

When we have surveyed the still extensive remains of 
this once-flourishing city, we feel conscious that it must 
have played a prominent part in the history of our 
island; that it must have had its seditions, its wars, its 
sieges, its triumphs, and its misfortunes; that here, where 
now the green sod conceals the few shattered relics from 
which we Jeam its existence, there we^e once rich and 

* It Mena to be iDtended for, Diia Mmtibui. Felix Qmelai cenjugi 
lanuima libem (or Ivgem) mmumenium pomii. Filiui caravti. 
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comfortable homes and splenclid palaces, domestic life in 
all its forms, as well aa pomp and p^eantry; the civilisa- 
tion of the Koman world, perhaps even art and literature, 
flourighed here; and we naturally seek to know what fijpire 
it has made in history. Alas I the Roman city of Isurium 
is remembered only by ^e simple mention of its name in 
two ancient writers. Isurium {'laovpwv), along with Ebu- 
racum, appears in the hst of towns in Britain published 
by the Greek geographer, Ptolemy, about the year 120; 
and in the Itinerary of Antoninus, supposed to have been 
composed about the year 320, or two hundred years later, 
Isurium is named as standing on the military road between 
Cataractum and Eburacum, at the distance of twenty-four 
Roman miles from rthe former, and seventeen from the 
latter. In a second mention of this city in the same Itine- 
rary, it is called Isubrigantum, which is probably a mere 
error of a scribe for Isurium Brigantum, or Isurium of the 
Brigantes, in whose district it was situated. Richard of 
Cirencester, whose authority in this respect is, however, of 
very doubtful value, tells us that Isurium was the chief 
city of the province of the Brigantes, although he calls 
Eburacum their capital.* Such is absolutely all that we 

* Supra ho«, uli et od l&lus, siti erant proprie sic dioti Briguito, 
geuB numeroussima, toti olim provinciii leges prxicribena. Hia cullw 
ciTilatea, EpiBcum, Vinovium, Ctuabodunum, C&laractoa, Galacum, 
Olicans, et primuia leurium. EbDrocum vero, nd Urum fluTium, 
caput ptDtinciie. 



Uigitir^c^iCoOglc 



VAIN SPECULATIONS OF SOHE ANTldUARIES. 251 

know — perhaps, as far aa regards Kichard's statement, 
more than we know— of Roman laurinm from written 
records ; yet the lather ardent imagination of antiquaries 
of the old Bchool and of local historians has clothed this 
bare skeleton in a verj remarkable manner. In a re- 
centl J- published local history, the history of Isurium is 
given in the following worda: — 

" Aldburgh was the Iseur of the Druids and Britons, 
the Isurium of the Romans, the Burgh and ailerwarda the 
Aldburgh of the Saxons. It is supposed to have taken its 
original name &>m Isis, a deity worshipped here, and 
Euma or Ure, the river near which the city stood. Pre- 
vious to the Roman conquest it was the seat of the Bri- 
gantian kings, and the chief city of this part of Britain. 
Here reigned, before the year 50, Venutius, and his queen, 
Cartismandua, who were afterwards subdued by the Soman 
power, and by whom, after having defended his country 
against the Somana for nine successive years, was the 
brave Caractacus, king of the Silures, treacherously deli- 
vered into the hands of his enemies. The conqueat of 
Britain was completed about the year 79, after which 
Isurium Brigantum became the northern metropolis of 
the Romans, previoua to their removal to Eburaoum or 
York."' 

I wilt only remark that all thia pretended history is 

• QiU's Vftliii EboraceaeiB, 8to. 1852, p. *34. 
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entirely without foundation; it ie, ia fact, a very remark- 
able instance of the manner in which everydiing relating 
to the early history of our island has been too oiWn treated 
by writers who were eager to furnish information where 
the want of knowledge gave an opportunity for spe- 
culation. We have no reason for stating that Isurium was 
known to the " Druids and Britons " by the name of Iseur; 
the derivation has not even remote probabihty in its 
favour, and there is not the least ground for supposing 
that Isis was ever worshipped here ; we have not the 
slightest reason for stating that it was the seat of the Bri- 
gantiau kings, and its connection with Yenutius and his 
queen is a mere creation of fancy; neither have we any 
reason for believing that it was ever " the northern metro- 
polis of the Romans," or that they removed from hence to 
Eburacum. All that we really know is simply that Isn- 
riom must have been one of the earlier Roman towns in 
Britain, since it is mentioned by Ptolemy, and that it ex- 
isted at the time when the Antonine Itinerary was com- 
piled. I mention this chiefly to warn my readers against 
the speculative antiquarianism which thus builds deceptive 
edifices without foundations.* Such warning is not unne- 

• I regret to saj that Mr. Ecroyd Smith, the tooet recent hialoran 
oC Roman Isurium, has given ia too much to Iheeo fanciful stalements 
on Ihe supposed British history of this city, and that he ia not aiwap 
quite as Kourale as he ought lo be in quoting his early authorities. 
He B»j8 that Ptolemy " occupies the city by a portion of the sixth 
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ceeeaiy, for there are still many stambling-blocM of this 
kind which require to be removed out of the way of the 
young antiquary; and I hope that there are now many 
young antiquaries in this country to receive the hint as an 
sooeptable one.* 

legion ;" but if he had looked at PWlemj himself he would see that 
Plolem; etat«s merelj that Eburacum was occupied h; (he sixth legion, 
Hjing nothing of any part of an; legion being conneotfld vilh Uuriniu. 
* It IB much to be regretted that pereoaa ihould venture to print 
opinloDB and coi^ectarea on subjects of a scientific character, of the 
science of "iriilch they are not acquainted with the Brat rudiments; 
especial!; when those radimeDls are now not difBcnlt lo be obtained. 
We have some slrange examples in the book of wbioh we have been 
speaking. I think there can be few persons in Elnglaud taking on; 
intereat in the earl; antiquities of their couuti; who do not know that 
both on the red Roman pottery, known among antiquaries as Samian 
ware, and on the coarser whitish ware used for amphone, moMaiia, 
Ac., either letters or complele words ai« stamped, which are, in faot, 
the names of the potten. Hitherto the potters' marks on the white 
ware hare nut been so carefully collected as those on the red wars ; in 
" The Celt, the Bomao, and the Saxon," I have given a liat ot about a 
tbonsand rarietiei of the latter. AjDong them is the name ot COB- 
NERTVS, who in one example nses the mark COBNERTI H. (i. e. 
Coinertt manu, by the hand of Cottnertus), and in a fragment in the 
museum at Aldborough it is COB, either an abbreviation or merely a 
fr^meot ot the mark (1 hare not seen it to be able to aay which). Mr. 
Gill has printed the following dioll suggestion on what be describes as 
" one with a horse and a child playing near a woman having a head- 
dress of the noted ^feriu or helmet &shuiD,and the inscription, C.O.B., 
which we v enlure to interpret, Conjugi Optima Brilannicte, consideiitig 
it as a token of gallantly from a Bomau soldier to his British good 
housewife."!!! This writer is still more ingenious when be gets among 
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The internal wars which preceded the establidiment of 
the Angles in the north of England se^n to have left Isa- 
rium mined and deserted. Earth and rubbish gradually 
accumulated on its floors, until, at a period which is not 
known, the Anglo-Saxons pulled down the walls of the 
houses which remained above~ground, for materials to 
build themselves houses in the middle of the ruined citj, 
and thus was formed a new town, which, from its portion 
on the northern road, attained to a certain d(^;ree of im- 
portance, but not sufficient to obtain for it any more dis- 

the amphone and martaiu. The follawing are dbbtIj all well-known 
patten' marks — the fint U the commencement of the name Talerina, or 
Valeni, both of which are found in aome inatanoes oomplels, and the 
■acoDd u fband nmetimea with an kdditional letUr, L.C.P.P.C.O., the 
o DO doubt Standing (or offanii, or, "from the workshop" of the indi- 
vidoal or indindoala iadlcated by the letters preceding. " Pieoea of 
rims of Bimilar palene," si^ &ib book alladed to, " haie V.A. on one 
side ('[tnvteai] Vidrix Aiitiqva) , on another Q. On the handle of the 
laige uupbora is L.C.F.P.C., moat probabl; a ooatnction of Imoiu 
CertalitftcU Prcffeciui eaitroruM [the pnefectna oactromm turned into 
a potter!]; on another it CJ.I.B., a ooutraotkin of Civitat Indigtim 
Iiarii Bryanttm. On another, R.V.A. (Romano, Valau, Anttqua,) 
■hawing that Aldborgh, at the moat earlj period to which we can refer, 
booted of ita autiqni^." I ! 

Truly, to ingenui^ which oould make anch discoreriea aa th«>e, we 
might recommend for employment soma of th«e mystarious ciHnbma- 
tiona of letten, inch as L.S.D.— H.P.— Q.C.— F.S.A.— uid the like, 
whiob are not imcomman at the preaent day. We can hardly, indeed, 
magine the publloalion of auoh remarta ■■ then we hare jnat qnoted 
n the year 18fi2. 
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tJnctive name dian that of tke Burgh, or, as we find it 
called at a somewhat later period, the Old Burgh, either 
on account of the ancient walla which surrounded it, or to 
distinguish it from the new burgh, now called Boiough- 
bridge. The Saxon town of Bni^h is s^d by one of our 
historians to have been sacked and burnt hj the Danes in 
die year 766,* but it recovered from this disaster, as it did 
also from the desolation caused by the Normans afier the 
Conquest. It subsequently became a borough town, send- 
ing two members to FafUament; but when the great north 
road was turned frism its former course to cross the river 
at Boroughbridge, Aldboroogh soon lost what httle im- 
portance it previously possessed, and it is now no better 
Uian a large village. Like its neighbour, Boroughbridge, 
it was disfranchised by the Reform Bill. 

We owe the increased interest which has during the last 
Jew years been attached to this place to the excavations 
made by the late Andrew Lawson, Esq. which have been 
already mentioned, and which have brought to light so 
many remains of the ancient city. It is to be hoped that 
these researches will be continued in the same spirit by his 
son, and that other parts of this interesting site will be 
similarly explored. We can only lament over the loss of 
multitudes of interesting articles illustrative of the manners 

* The odIj authority given for this BtatemeaC is rather a late writei', 
Balph HigdeD, in his PoljchroDiooa, thon^ he probably look it from 
<ome earlier aniialigt. 
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and condition of the Roman inhabitants of Isuritim, vrhich 
hare been dng up in fonner da3ra only to be dispersed and 
destroTed. In the course of Mr. Lawson'a excavations, a 
variety of small articles, such as personal ornaments, do- 
mestic uteosila, &e. with gwat numbers of Roman coins, 
were found. These, with what were gathered from acci- 
dental diacoveries in the villa^, hare been careftilly col- 
lected by Mr. Lawson, and deported, with the choicest 
samples of pottery and glass, as well as fr^ments of wall- 
puntings, sculpture, and a great variety of other objects, in 
a museum built for their reception. The Musenm Isuria- 
num, close to the Manor House, is usually open to all 
visitors. When I visited the place recently, it was closed 
on account of repairs that were going on in the house. The 
choicest of its treasures have been carefully drawn and en- 
graved in Mr. Ecroyd Smith's Keliquia Imirianfe, a work 
published recently under the patronage of the late Mr. 
Lawson, and containing admirably-executed pictures of 
most of the objects described in the for^psing sketch, espe- 
cially of the pavements, for which Aldborough is cele- 

The coimtry for miles round Isurium has been very little 
explored in search of Roman remains, bnt it was once 
covered with Roman roads and Roman buildings and monn- 

* Relic[uiie lanriBiiffi : the ttemuni of the fionun Imrinm, (dow 
AldlHiraiigh, near BorDughbridge, Yarluhire), illostnleH. 4to. London, 
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meots, and some of those which hav^ been from time to 
time accidentally brought to light show how much still 
lemaina concealed. One or two Roman milliaria, or mile- 
Stones, have been found at no great distance from the andeat 
city. One of these, now in the old manor house at Aid- 
borough, was discovered near a place called Duel-cross, by 
a Roman road, as far as I can gather, about three miles to 
the north-west of Aldboroi^h. It is in the usual form of a 
cylinder, and has this apparently nearly perfect inaciip- 
Idoa:— 

IMP C 

jeS C ME 

SSIV8 

Q DECI 

TRA PIO 

FEUCI 

AUG 

XX C 

8 

Which Mr. Roach Smith reads, " Imp. Ctes. C. Messius Q. 
Decio. Tra. Ko Felici Aug. XX. C. S.:" i.e. "To tht: 
Emperor Casar Caius Messius Qnintus Trajauus Decius, 

the good, happy, and august. From C twenty nules." 

I am inclined to think that the town of which the initial 
only remains was Cataracto, wljich is placed in the itinera- 
ries at a distance of twenty-four miles Irom Isurium ; and if 
this stone was foiind, as stated, at about three milea from 
Aldborough in that direction, it might have stood originally 
z3 
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at the fourth mile from Isiuiaiu, and the twentieth from 
Cataracto. The emperor Decius, to whom it ia dedicated, 
succeeded Philippua in A.D. 249, and was slain in battle 
in S51, which fixes the date of this monument within a few 
months.* It is a proof of the immediate and constant com- 
munication between Rome and Britain at this time, even at 
a troubled period, that we should find monuments conune- 
morative of emperors whose reigns were so short that we 
could have supposed them haidl^ even known in the 
distant colony. 

The site of Isorinm is worth more than a transient visit, 
and I presimie the wanderer who is desirous of exploring it 
will naturally eatabliah himself at Boroi^hbridge. He will 
find other objects of interest around, as Ripou and Foun- 
tains Abbey are within no great distance ; but there is one 
especially which he must not leave Boroughbridge widiont 
seeing. If he proceed along the msun street or road of the 
town from the bridge, and take the first road which turns 
to the right, pursuing it about half a mile, he wiU perceive 
near the hedge in a field on his lefl> hand a tall, rude obelisk 
of stone. This ia one of the celebrated Devil's Arrows, of 
which antiquaries and topographers have spoken so often. 
In a field on the other side of the road are two similar mo- 

* Port of tlie inscription, it vlll be perceived, ie in llie nominatiie, 
and pui in tlie dative cue, n^cb we mnst utcribe to the ignoiance or 
oueloaaneu of the stope-cutter. Such bln&den ui 
the Bomao inBcriplions in the praTinoes. 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



THE devil's ARBOWa. 



239 



numents ; there was formerly a fourth, which was thrown 
down and destroyed. It would be space thrown away to 
repeat the vain specidatioQs to which these curious monu- 
ments have given rise. I confess that I aee in them no 
point of close resemblance with the monuments usually 
called Druidical. My visit to these monuments was a very 
hasty one, and I only examined closely the stone in the 
field on the left-hand side of the road going from Borough- 
bridge, which is the southern one — they are nearly in a 
line running north and south. The stone I examined had 
evidently been caretully squared and formed by men sklUul 
in working stone ; it is in fact a veritable obelisk, upwards 
of twenty-two feet high. It has artificial grooves or flut- 
ii^s at the top. The second or middle obelisk seems to 
resemble closely the first; but the third or northernmost is 
much broader in its form. There is nothing about them 
to lead us to any opinion on the purpose for which they 
were erected, but probability leans certainly to a Ifoman 
origin. They are fermed of the coarse rag or millstone- 
grit of this county, and are supposed to have been brought 
from the quarries at Plumpton, a distance of about ten 
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BRAMBER CASTLE AND THE EAULT CHURCH ARCHITECTURE OF THE 
NEIQHBOUKBOOD. 

The transit from Brighton to Shoreham by the railway 
occapies with the quick truns about t£n minutes, Near 
the station at the latter place is a good inn, where the 
visitor may obtain a lunch, or a fly if he be not inclined to 
walk ; for the road up the valley of the Adur is equally 
pleasant as a walk or as a drive. Closely overhung on the 
right by swelling eminences, it presents a wider prospect 
towards the loftier and more distant downs on the left; 
while, below, the bed of the Adur runs through a flat which 
is still partially covered with water when the tide is in, and 
which evidently once formed an arm of the sea. The views 
vary considerably as we proceed, until, at a distance of 
about six nules, we cross the river at Seeding bridge, and 
approach the little rural town of Bramber. We should 
hardly have ventured to call it more than a villus, had it 
not only a few years ^o sent two members to Parliament, 
its population consisting then of somewhat less t^an a 
hundred persons. However, in whatever light in this 
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tespect it is considered, be it borough, town, or vUlAge, it 
presents to the visitor a clmnniiig assemblage of cottages 
and country-houaeB, grouped along the two sides of the 
road, and completely embosomed in gardens and trees. 

I have seldom seen anytliiiig of its kind more pictnresqne 
than the view of the tall, slender ir^ment of the Norman 
keep of Bnimber castle, as, when we enter the Tilli^, it 
looks down upon ns from the brow of the wooded eminence 
on which it stands. A steep winding walk turning from 
^e road leads us to this sunuuit, and we there enter an 
area of irregular oval form, five hundred and sistj feet long 
fi«m north to south, and exactly one-half as much in its 
greatest breadth from east to west. It has been surroonded 
by a strong wall of flints and rubble, considerable portions 
of which remmn, but almost concealed under a luxuriant 
covering of plants and bushes; They inclose the whole 
svumnit of an elevated knoll, rising boldly out of the plain, 
and are partly surrounded with a very deep foss and 
earthen vallum. The entrance was at the southern estre- 
mity of the area, immediately above the town, and the 
ruined gateway-tower still remains, adjoining to which was 
the keep, of which one of the side-walls is standing, with 
some fragments of the foundations attached. These are the 
only remains of the Norman castle of the Braoses, to whom 
this property was granted immediately after the Conquest. 
Exactly in the middle of the area rises a lai^e mound, 
which perhaps once supported some of the buildings of the 
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castle, remainH of which may be concealed within it ; it now 
presents a beautifiil prospect of the country around, and 
we feel when standing upon it the importance of its position 
for a fortress or a town, at a time when the flat to the south 
was covered by the sea, and sMps could approach almost 
to the foot of the hill on which the castle stood. 

Bramber was certainly in early times a much more im- 
portant place than at present. From the mention of it in 
Domesday Book, we learn that there was a fortress of some 
kind here before the Conquest. The existing walls of the 
circuit appear to have been adopted by the Normans when 
they built the new castle, which was held for several 
generations by the great family of De Braose. From them 
it passed to the Howards. 

Somewhere on this part of the Susses coast stood a 
£oman seaport town called the Portve Adumi, which was 
garrisoned at the time of the compilation of the Nottlia 
Imperii — that is, at the beginning of the fifth centuiy — by 
a division of the Roman troops called exploraiorea. The 
site of this town has been a matter of much doubt among 
antiquaries ; it has been supposed to have stood near Port- 
slade,* and people seemed generally to have come to the 

* The clums of Fortsluie have beeu stated to me tu foUowa. " II » 
prett; cle&r that the port of the Adur wea once there. In oloee pioi- 
imit; to it U the padsb of AldringtDD. ancieatlj Adrington. This plttoe 
hu been robbed of its booses b; encroecbments of the ocean. The 
Tuine of the pariah ehurch tonn a, pictumqae object viiible from the 
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conclusion that, as they found no vidble traces of it, it 
must have occupied some spot on the coast which has been 
carried away by the sea. Mr. Eoach Smith has recently 
stated his opinioa that he has found the true sit^ of tiie 
Roman Partus AdtiTm in Bramber castle. After a iair con- 
sideration of the question I am inclined to think that Mr. 
Smith is right. Its name would lead us naturally to sup- 
pose that it stood at the mouth of the river Adur, and this 
site was then the head of the bay into which the Adur ran. 
It overlooks the Soman road, which in its course from 
Anderida (Pevenaey) to E^num (Chichester) passes here 
for the very reason that it was the head of the bay, and 
that if it had ran nearer the coast it would have been 
necessary to cross the wat«r in boate. This Eoman road 
is now known in parts, like that from the Fortus Lemanis 
to Canterbury, by the name of the Stone Street, no doubt 
from the manner in which it was paved. Under this road, 
just before entering the village of Bramber from Beeding- 
bridge, were discovered, in the course of some excavations 
in the year 1839, the ruins of a very ancient bridge, tlie 
materials of which were soon cleared away; but some im- 
perfect observations that were made lead to the belief that 

railwaj. The popnlation of AldrlngtoD ia ISll ms one — or rather 
threo-fbarths of one— to wit, a one-legged nuui who kept the lall-gatel 
At Soutbwick, also cloie to Portslade, the remains of s fioe Roman 
«U1b were found tome jtaia ago on the estate of Nathaniel Hall, 
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part at least of the remains was Boman luaRoniy.* Koman 
remaina of differeat kinds, especially sepulchral, have been 
fonnd in the immediat« yicinity of Bramber on almost 
every side. Mr. Smith is of opinion that the walls of the 
circuit are Roman, and, although they want many of the 
usual characteristica of Eoman masonry, we have other 
samples of acknowledged Boman masonry in this countty 
which are equally deficient in those characteristics, and 
which are not unlike that at Bramber. Aa the Portas 
Adumi is only known from the Notitia hnperii, and ia not 
mentioned in any of the Itineraries or earlier writers, it was 
perhaps a fortress raised at a late period of the Roman 
occupation, and the walls may have been built hastily, with 
the materials readiest at hand, and the best mortar that 
could be made under the circumstances. This inclosure at 
all events certainly bears little resemblance in plan to a 
Norman castle. The Roman walls may have been pre- 
served during the Saxon period, and they may have been 
adopted by the Norman builders, who erected the purely 
Norman castle at the southern end, as being nearest to the 
port, which still existed, though periiaps already much 
diminished in depth of water from what it was in the time 
of the Romans. In feet, instead of the sea encroaching 



* A full account of this bridge, dnwD up b; the Rct. Edmtrd 
rarner, of MareeAeld, with pUos by Mr. Figg of Lewea, will l>e fMuid 
D the second Tolume of the Sussex Arcbieological Collectioos. 
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upon the land here, the land has been constantly gaining 
upon the sea, in consequence of the sand and alluvial soil 
■which -was collecting at the mouth of the riTer. Of the 
existence of this great bay or harbour there can be httle 
doubt Camden, who lived under Elizabeth and James I. 
tells us that, " in forgoing times," ships went tip to Bram- 
ber with fiiH sail. The port was afterwards moved to Old 
Shoreham, and, as the filling up of the bay went on, Old 
Shoreham, as well as Bramber, lost its importance, which 
was transferred to New Shoreham, a town which also is 
experiencing the same fate. Mr. Roach Smith recently 
caused a trench to be dug across the northern part of the 
area of Bramber castle, in the hopes that some discovery 
might be made which would throw light on the early his- 
tory of the place, of which, however, the only result was 
the dicing up of a single Roman coin, a proof that the 
spot had been occupied in Roman times. It is desirable 
that more extensive excavations should be made. Those 
already commenced have led to the uncovering of some 
medieval buildings of apparently a rather late date, adjoin- 
ing internally to the north-eastern wall, and add to the 
interest of the place, which is now a favourite resort for ' 
pic-nic parties. 

The part of Sussex we 'are now visiting is peculiarly 
interesting for its numerous antiquities. Traces of Roman 
cemeteries and Roman villas are common ; a«illa of large 
extent has been discovered at North-wick. The hilltops 
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are covered vrith earthworks and barrows ; the great camp 
of Cissbiuy is at no great dietance. If we pass &om Roman 
lo mediieval works, there is scarcely a church in this 
neighbourhood which does not offer some ieatnre of peculiar 
interest to the lover of eocleaiaaticol architecture. The 
little church of Bramber itself, built on the slope of the 
hank under the mouldering walls of the castle of the 
Braoses, and near to the entrance gateway, is an interesting 
Norman building. At a short distance in a westward 
direction from Bramber, following the road which occupies 
the ancient Roman way, or Stone Street, we come to the 
village of Steyning, which has been supposed to take its 
name from the Stone Street. The church of Steyning is a 
Norman building, of very great interest, which seems to 
have delighted Rickman by the richness of its elaborate 
ornamentation. The churches of Old and New Shoreham 
are both very interesting buildings of the Norman period, 
and are weU worthy of study. The latter, a late-Nornutn 
building, is considered by many to be one of the finest 
churches in Sussex, and presents many peculiarities of 
detail. Among these are certainly its omamentfd capitals, 
of which our cut represents two examples, very different 
from each other in their proportions, and yet having some 
resemblance in the general character of the design. At 
Broadwater, some four or five miles west of Shoreham, 
which is reached by a pleasant walk across the fields, there 
is also a fine Norman church, with some very elaborate 
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work in the interior. On our way to Broadwater, we pass 
the little rural vill^e of Somptdng, at which we will arrest 
our steps for a while. Domesday Book informs tis that at 
^e time of the Norman Conquest there was a church at 
3ompting, and there can be little donbt that the tower of 
that identical Saxon church was tie same as that we now 
see standing in a singular degree of perfection. 

It was long a careless and .ignorant custom of topo- 
graphical writers to call round arches in church windows 
and doors indiscriminately Saxon. This practice gave rise 
to a sort of vulgar error on the subject, which is hardly yet 
entirely dispelled. More careful observation, nererthdess, 
has shown that, though the Anglo-Saxon architects did 
undoubtedly make round arches, almost all those of this 
form that remain in our old parish churches are Norman, 
that is, they belong to the period extending from the 
Norman Conquest to the latter part of the twelfth century. 
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It is not the semj-circular form of the arches which dis- 
tinguished between Saxon and Norman, and it might 
reasonably have been doubted, aa it has been, whether we 
really possesBed any remains of Anglo-Saxon architecture 
at all, had not further observation led to the discovery of a 
class of churches which possess certain peculiarities that 
differ considerably from what is known to be Norman work. 
These charact«ristic pecuharities are — 

1. Double-arched windows, the arches side by side, and 
the division between them supported by a small columnar 
prop. 

2. Columns, which, from the circumstance of their re- 
sembling the wooden supports of balusters, turned on a. 
lathe, with mouldings, have been termed baluster columns, 

3. Arches, rather improperly so named, the heads of 
which form a straight-lined angle, as if formed by two flat 
surfaces leaning together. These are intermitted with the 
circular arches. 

4. Capitals foliated, in rude imitation of Roman capitals, 
and dissimilar in character to the generality of Norman 
capitals. 

5. On the exterior masonry, ptoi vertical beads of stone 
running up the tower and body of the church, and some- 
times springing from similar beads nmniug romid the 
arches of the door or windows. 

6. The masonry at the comers of the building arranged 
in what is called " long and short " quoining, formed 
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hy BtimBB being placed alternately lengthwise and cross- 
n vise. In one or two instances where the church 
rj ' was btiilt near a Roman site, Roman tiles have been 



r, 



pearance represented in the maiyn- 
These pectdiaritiefi, whether found singly or combined 
together, are now generally r^arded as characteristics of 
Anglo-Saxon architecture, though, as the supposed remains 
of Anglo-Saxon architecture are fouud principaUy in the 
towers, it is not certain whether some of them, particularly the 
double-arched windows, and the baluster columns, belonged 
particularly to that part of the building. As I have already 
hinted, the only reason why these characteristics were first 
supposed to be Saxon was the certainty that they were of 
an early date, and their dissimilarity trom anything known 
to be Norman. But a new light has been since thrown on 
the subject, which seems to show that these characteristics 
of architectural s^le have been correctly ascribed tc our 
Saxon forefathers. An examination of the representations 
of buildings in illuminated mannscripts, certainly of the 
Anglo-Saxon period, and some of them &r irom late in that 
period, has furnished us with examples of nearly all the 
peculiarities just alluded to, but more especially of the 
angular heads of windows (we can hardly call them 
arches), of the bluster columns, and of the foliated 
capitals.* 

* I belieie I am correct in stating tbst I fint pointed out this im- 

2 a3 
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As I have said before, the situation of the church and 
village of Somptiiig is extremely picturesque. The accom' 
panjing engraving from a sketch by Mr. Fairholt will give 
some notion of the former. The tower of Sompting church, 
which is by much the most inteiesting part of the building, 
contains several of the more remarkable peculiarities of the 
Anglo-Saion style of architectnre, and to the period of that 
Htyle we can have no hesitation in ascribing it. Od one 
(tide of the tower we have the doable-arched windows, with 
the colunuiar prop in the middle, though here it is not a 
baluster column. On another aide we have the rectilinear- 
angled heads to two windows. The vertical stone bead is 
also seen running up the tower. The arches inside the 
tower are supported on very peculiar foliated capitab, 
which differ much in style and character from the Norman 
capitals in the body of ^e church. The Norman work in 
this church is also well worthy of examination, although it 
appears to be not older than the middle of the twelfth 
century. It is supposed that some parts of the masonry of 
the church are also portions of the older Saxon building. 
There is one circumstance connected with Sompting tower 
which is pordcularly interesting; it has evidently been 

portant ODnfirm&tion of Ricknun's clsaaiflcstion of Anglo-SaioB arcbi-' 
todture in > paper on the subject in the fint Tolniue of the Archnological 
JonnuJ. For further infMnutiim on ihe atjle or eljles of Architecture 
eiiattDg in Englaad duriog tlie Suon period, I would refer the reader 
to Mr. E. A. FreemBo's "Hietory of Architecture," (he beat work on 
the nibieGt jet written. 
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preserved entire to the top, and remains an almost tmiqne 
example of the termination of a Saxon steeple. I have 
been told, indeed, that the spire once rose t« a greater 
elevation, springing from the gables at a different angle ; 
but, if this be the case, its character has not been altered. 
In the illustrations to the Anglo-Saxon manuBCiipt con- 
taining the versions of Scripture history ascribed to Cffidmon, 
there are several figures intended to represent clinrcli 
towera and steeples ; and one or two seem to tenninate in 
flhort low spires reaembling that of Sompting. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

THE BOUAH VILLA AT BIQKOR. 

The line of railway westward of Shoreham nms along 
the low ground between the sea and the edge of the downs, 
the latter of which are seen to die right, their distance 
increasing considerably aa we approach towards Artmdel, 
where the first range of hills tvims inland, and a rather 
wide valley intervenes before the commenoement of the 
ridge on which Anmdel stands. As we proceed, we are 
forcibly reminded of a peciiliarity of the Sonthem Sussex 
names — the t^rminatian in ing, derived, it is believed, Stom 
the patronymic of the Saxon families who settled in these 
localities, the Somtingas, Angmeringaa, Weorthingas, 
Garingas, Stteningas, &c. The stations between Shoreham 
and Arundel are Lancing, Worthing, Goring, and Ang- 
mering. At several of these places, and indeed all along 
this district, Roman antiquities are frequently finind, and 
the country seems to have been covered with bandsrane 
villas in the Soman period. Not only Roman antiquities 
of various kinds, but Eoman and Gaulish coins, have been 
found in the neighbourhood of Lancing ; and the Lanciag 
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downs OK remarkable for discoveries of this kind. The 
same may be said of Worthing, where Gaulish gold coins 
have been found in considerable nvunbers, besides an 
abundance of Roman antiquities. The presence of the 
Gaulish coins is no doubt a proof that the eetdements in 
this district date from the beginning of the Roman occupa- 
tion of the island. Still further on, at a place called Avis- 
ford, on the other side of Arundel, a very interesting 
Roman sepulchral interment was found in the year 1617. 
In a pasture-field a labourer was making holes with a 
crowbar for the purpose of setting up hurdles, when the 
resistance offered to his implement a few inches below the 
surface excited his curiosity, and his employer causing the 
surface to be removed, discovered a square stone chest, five 
feet long, two feet wide, and fifteen inches deep. When 
opened, it contained a very miscellaneous collection of 
articles. In the middle stood a beauti&I laige square vase 
of green glass, with a reeded handle, similar to those 
frequentiy found in Roman sepulchres. It contained the 
calcined bones of the deceased. Round it were arranged, 
in no apparent order, three elegantly-shaped vases or jugs 
of earthenware, with handles; several patene; a pair of 
sandals studded with innumerable little hexagonal brass 
naib fanciAdly arranged ; three lamps ; four vessels, which 
appeared to be lampstands, placed on brackets or corbels 
at the four comers; an oval dish, escalloped round the 
edge, with a handle, and conbuning a transparent agat« of 
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the si2e and shape of a pigeon's egg; another dish, which 
it is said contained a black stone of a similar size and form; 
mad a small glass bottle with a double handle.* 

The Anmdel and Littlehampton station ie a short 
distance beyond that of Angmering, and from it the visitor 
has a not unpleasant ride of inll four miles to the town at 
AnindeL During the last mile the road is a gradual 
ascent, until we reach the brow of the hill on the soutbem 
slope of which the town is built, and which is crowned by 
the imposing masses of Arundel caatle. The town of 
Arundel is remarkably well placed for picturesque effect, 
and the general views, especially in the approach &om 
Littlehampton by the river, are singularly beautifiiL The 
principal street leads us by a very steep ascent to the top 
of the hill, where are the entrances to the castle and park. 

The caatle, large portions of the buildings of which are 
modem, occupies a platform at the top of the hill, to the 
north-east of the town, in a position which, from the cir- 
oumstanoe of the hill being here almost perpendicular, is 
singularly bold. The town has several points of interest; 
besides the castle and the church, it contains some mo- 
nastic ruins, and there are a few good examples of old 
street architecture. But its great interest is the beauty c4 
the surrounding country and of the rural walks in its 
neighbourhood. I know few places within easy reach of 

* A plMe of these curioua relics ia gi<ran in the first Tolume of Mr. 
RoMh Smith's " Collestuiea Antiqua." 
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London wbich offer so many attractiona in this respect as 
Arundel. 

I vpill choose on the present occasion an excorsion which 
is remarkable eqoally for the beauty of its views, and for 
the interesting site to which it will lead us. For between 
two and three miles our course lies over the truly sylvan 
glades of Arundel Park. Undulating hills, covered with a 
rich and soft carpet of green sod, broken with frequent and 
magnificent clumps of trees, every now and then reveal to 
us fine views over the vale below to the east and south- 
east. The scene is enlivened with herds of deer, which 
abound in the park. When at length vre quit the inclosure 
of the park, we come upon a range of bold downs running 
out in a north-westerly direction, while the view to the 
right, upon the valley of which we have already spoken, is 
extensive and extremely fine. To the left the valley 
openitig towards Chichester, totally different in its cha- 
racter from the other, is thickly and beautifiilly wooded. 
If we proceed a little way along the road and then look 
back, we see to advantage the boldly-elevated position of 
the park we have left, while below our riew wanders over 
the whole extent of low ground which stretches down to 
the coast. Now pursuing our course, we have an elevated 
down before us, which is called Bury hill, no doubt from the 
large barrow or tomulus at the top. We vriU now turn off 
to the left from the high road, and walk across the grass 
until we come to a cartway, which leads us over the western 
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slope of Bniy hill. Below us, to out left, is a little comb 
or hollow, from which on the other aide risee another 
eleratioa called Bigaor hiU. Before ua we have a very 
noble ptoapect, boimded westwardly by a range of chalk hills, 
and northwardly by more distant elevatione- Among the 
trees, at the distance of about a nule or rather more, in the 
valley below, at the foot of the chalk lulls, stands the 
village of Bignor. An attempt is made in the accompany- 
ing sketch to give a faint idea of the character of this scene. 
Many circumstances about the ground over which we 
are now passing tell us that we are in the neighbourhood 
of some ancient ait«. Besides the barrow on the top of 
Bury hill, there are aeveral others scattered over the downs 
on which we have now turned our backa, and there is a 
group of them on the southern ridge of ^gnor hill. If we 
pass over the summit of the hiU last mentioned, we come 
immediately upon the Roman road from Chichester (the 
ancient R^Ttum) to London, which runs high up along its 
weatem alope, and is known by the name so common 
among the Roman roads in Sussex and Kent of Stane~street, 
or stone-street." Near at hand, on the other side of this 
street, is a farm called Cold Harbour, a name which has 

* TbU Roman Toad points so direct to the spira of Chichester calhe- 
dta],that Mr. Roach Smith, bjmerelymakingthiaabjecthiB aim, traced 
the road to within a mila of the cit;, and whereTer the road had been 
M> levelled in ploughed land aa (o be no longer visble, he inTaiiblj 
recoiered it hj keeping to the BtmighC line. The other part of the rood 
has not been properl; explored. 
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always been found to indicate a Roman site of some kind or 

The road upon which we have halted for a moment leads 
ns down the hill and direct into the -village of Bignor, 
where it enters another road running nearly east and west, 
and if we turn along this road in an easterly direction, at 
no great distance we perceive in a field on the left-hand 
side of the road several huts, presenting the appearance 
shown in the cut annexed. These huts protect some of the 
pavements of one of the most magnificent Koman villas 
that has yet been discovered in our island. The spot of 
which we are speaking is just elevated enough t« give a 
commanding view of the valley to the south-east. At about 
half a mile to the east of Bignor chtu'ch, two fields had 
been known trom time immemorial as the Berry field and 
the Town field, the former no doubt because it had been 
the site of a principal mass of buildings (from the Anglo- 
Saxon beorh), and the other because it was an old tradition 
among the inhabitants of the parish that the " town " of 
Bignor once stood there. It was in the July of the year 
1811, that a ploughman, at work in the Berry field, acci- 
dentally hit upon some hard construction underground, and 
this, on Airther examination, proved to be part of a very 
extensive and very beautifiil Soman pavement, which 
hod evidently belonged to a lai^ and handsome room. 
Soon afterwards, an excavation which was made at a dis- 
tance of about thirty feet to the westward of the first, led 
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to the diBCovei^ of a second pavement, no less beantiiul 
than the former, and which had equally belonged to an 
apartment of considerable dimensions. Information of the 
diacovery was aent by the late Mr. King of Chichester, to 
Samuel Lysons, the antiquary, who now took the direc- 
tion of the excavations, and under his eye they were carried 
on more or less each succeeding year until 1817.* During 
these excavations, the Princess Charlotte, who was staying 
at Bognor on the Sussex coast, went with a party to see 
them, and there are still those in the neighbourhood who 
remember how, when Mr. Tupper, the tenant of the farm, 
was sent for to be presented to her, the lively Princess was 
amused, when she offered him wine, at his addressing her 
by the title of " Miss " in drinking her health ; and it is 
added that, when speaking to him in language which she 
intended he should understand, she said, " Come, farmer, yon 
will wet the other eye, will you not ?" he replied, nothing 
loath, " Thank 'ee. Miss," and tossed ofi* a second bumper. 
It had soon been discovered that the pavements and 
foundations thus accidentally brought to light belonged to 
a Roman villa, and the progress of the excavations had 
now shown that it was one of considerable magnitude. 
The buildings were in fact traced t« an extent of about six 
hundred feet in length, by nearly three hundred and fiAj 

* Plates of all tbe pavepientB ai 
publiHhcd bj LyBODi, in bii splenc 
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in breadtli. The principal household buildings formed 
About one-half that length. They stood round an inner 
court, which was nearly a rectangular parallelogram, of not 
much less than a hundred and fifty feet in length by about 
3 hundred feet in breadtJi. Its aspect was, in its length, 
nearly north-weat and aouth-east. This court was aur- 
rounded by a very fine crypto-portieus, or covered gallery, 
ten feet wide, with a beautiiid tessellated pavement. The 
floor of the erypto-porticus on the north-eastern side was 
considerably more elevated than on the other aides ; and 
at the northern corner, where this north-eastern aypUt- 
portuua joined the north-western one, there was a small 
sqttare room, with an extremely elegant tessellated pave- 
ment, consisting of a circular central compartment, and 
four heads in the comers. This belonged to a square 
room, through which, by means of steps, people descended 
from the elevated crypto-porticag into the lower one. The 
walls of this comer chamber remained higher than in most 
other parts of the building, and they were covered widi 
frescoes, the colours of which, when bared of earth, were 
remarkably fresh and vivid. 

Contrary to what appears to have been the usual 
arrangement of these villas, where, as in the noble villa at 
Woodchester in Gloucestershire, the chief apartments are 
at the end (aa fond) of this inner court, they are here on 
one side, the north-eastern. The pavement (and conse- 
quently the apartment) first discovered in the summer of 
2b2 
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1811 was about the middle of this side. It was in two 
divieioiis, a larger and a smaller one, no doubt answering 
to a peculiar form of the apartment, which represented 
somewhat the effect, on a much larger scale, of the ordinary 
drawing-rooms in Ijondoo, with a large front room and a 
smaller bact one, opening in tlie whole width into each 
other. It is not improbable that there was a curtam 
thrown across, by which the two rooms might at wUl be 
separated, or thrown into one. The pavement in each of 
theee two divisions has a circular compartment, that in the 
lai^^ room being sixteen feet in diameter, and that in the 
smaller compartment seven and a half. The centre of the 
larger compartmeat or room was occupied hy a hexagonal 
cistern or fountain, formed of hard white stone, four feet in 
diameter, and one foot seven inches and three quarters in 
depth. Around this fountmu tliere was a border of stone, 
nine inches and a half wide, and below this border in- 
ternally, at about half the depllt, a step, five inches and a 
half wide, ran all round. At the bottom, in the centre, was 
a round hole three inches in diameter, in which was found 
a leaden pipe, which was traced, rtmning in a ^tter (rf 
stone, under the apartment to the southward. There may, 
perhaps, have been a forcing machine of some kind ab- 
tached to this pipe to make a jet-d^eau in the middle of the 
apartment, over which there was probably an opening in 
the roof, or a dome. In the beautiiul pavement of this 
room, the circular compartment' with the fountain in the 
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centre was divided into sis hexagonal compartments, in 
which were figxirea of dancing nymphs. The other circular 
compartment of this great pavement, belonging to the 
smaller division of the room, contained in the centre a 
l«i^ picture representing the Rape of Ganymede. This 
has been supposed, perhaps from the subject of the pave- 
ment, to be a banqueting-room. To j udge by the remains, 
the walls had been beaatifuUy painted in iresco, fragments 
of which were lying about, on which the colours were 
perfectly fresh. A fragment or two of small Doric 
columns were found among the mbbish about this apart- 
ment. It may be added, that this apartment lay, with the 
division which contains the fountain adjoining to the 
crypto-fOrScui, <ya the north-east side of the court, and the 
GaOymede compartment backwards from the court. 

The annexed cut represents the pavement and fountain 
of this apartment as now seen under cover of the protecting 
shed. The supposed banqueting-room was warmed by a 
hypocaust, the prw/urmum, or fireplace, of which was 
found outside the wall. Several other rooms were found 
with pavements divided similarly into compartments. In 
one, among the buildings at tlie north-west comer, were 
the remains of another handsome pavement, which had had 
heads at the comers representing the four Seasons. That 
of Winter remains, and is extremely well worked. This 
personification of the coldest season is represented with 
matronly aspect, covered with drapery, and holding a 
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leafless branch in her hand. The excavations during the 
year 1813 revealed the foundations of a very magnificent 
room, the pavement of which was also divided into two 
compartments, the smaller of which had formed a semi- 
circular room, or recess. This pavement was particularly 
rich. The figures with which it was ornamented were 
chiefly dancing cupids or genii, but there was a broad band 
between the body of the apartment and the semicircular 
recess, with gladiatorial scenes, in which the cupids or 
genii were represented as retiarii and aecvtorea, in the 
different phases of the combat. In another room, which 
was fourteen and a half feet by seventeen, and of which 
the lower part of the walls seem not to have been so much 
destroyed as in many of the others, was found a very 
curious example of the fireplace within the room in con- 
tradistinction from the hypocaust for warming the apart- 
ments with hot air — the arniima or focus. We are per- 
fectly weU aware that such fireplaces were used in Rconan 
houses, and every reader of the classic poets will remember 
the exhortation of Horace — 

DiHolve frigiu, lign* tvfo-foto 
I^rge repoDena. 
It appears from the letters of the younger Pliny, that in 
his time (the middle of the second century) ^e hypocausts 
were only beginning to come into general use in houses ; yet 
in Britain they are found in ahnost every building we di*- 
discover, however small. 
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The inner court which we Iiave been describing was 
Burrounded by a great number of apartments of 'rariouB 
dimensions, of which those already mentioned appear to 
have been the principal. At the south-west end of the 
south-western cn/pto-porlkw, was found a large bath-room, 
with the bath in an almost perfect state. Adjoining to it 
were large rooms with hypocausts, which appear also to 
have been intended for purposes connected with bathing 
and the ablution of the person. Other lai^e rooms ad- 
joined the southern comer at the extremity of the sontb- 
eaatem end of the inner court, in the middle of which end 
was the grand entrance into this inner court &om a much 
larger outer court. This out«r court seems to have been 
Eurrounded with bare walls, although tracings of buildings 
were found in various parts of its interior. The walla of 
this outer court seem to have been continued so as to 
surrouod the whole edifice, which perhaps, externally, 
presented merely the appearance of a great irregular 
square-walled inclosure. It must have been a princely 
residence, and it ia evident that the luxurious comforts of 
the interior were no lees studied than the beauty of the 
scenery around. 

For whom was this noble residence designed? It is a 
question which cannot be answered ; but it is certain, from 
the discoveries which at different periods have been made, 
that splendid countiy villas of this kind were far from 
I our island during the Botnan period. It 
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stands st the side of the Roman high road from Regnmi 
(Oiichesler) to Londiniitm (London), a position whidi 
would be naturally chosen by a rich proprietor fcir his 
house, in order to profit by the advantage of ready con- 
veyance. It has been conjectured that this may have been 
the seat of the prefect of a district, a supposition for which 
we hare no direct authority; but there are better reasons 
for supposing that it was of sufficient importance to have 
adjoining to it a station or stopping place for travellers 
along the road. Under its Koman lords the district be- 
tween this coast and London was probably covered with 
such thick forests that the roads across it were not so 
much frequented as others, and in the Itiaerary of Anto- 
ninus the traveUer from Regnum (Chichester) to London is 
taken first to Clamentum (Bittern) and so by Vaiia 
(Winchester), CaUeva (Silchester), and Pontes (Staines). 
But JBichard of Cirencester has given an iter omitted bj 
Antoninus — that which connected the coast-towns irom 
Southampton to Richborough; and there we have a station 
abng apparently the road now called the Stanestreet, at a 
distance of ten Roman miles trom Chichester (Regnvm), 
which was not itself of sufficient importance to have any 
other name than simply that of Ad dedmum, the station at 
the tenth mile. This distance from Chichester along tiie 
Stanestreet would bring us close to Bignor, and the road 
may here have separated, one branch going on to the 
capital, the other proceeding by way of Bramber and 
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Lewes to Pevensey (Anderida).' That the villa I have 
been describing belonged to somebody of consequence can 
hardly be doubted; and a curious discovery made durii^ 
the excavations afforded presumptive evidence that there 
had been an important establishment in this beautiful spot 
from a very early period. In the middle of the court, 
under the later work, were discovered the foundations of 
old walls which seemed to have belonged to a previous 
villa on the same spot, which had no doubt been pulled 
down and rebuilt on a different plan. 

It has been already intimated that some of the pave- 
ments of the Bignor villa have been kept uncovered, and 
that huts or sheds have been raised over them for pro- 
tection. They are shown to visitors on the payment of a 
smaU fee. It is tmderstood, however, that at the present 
moment ihe farmer to whom the land belongs is desirous 
of selling that portion of it which cont^ns the remains of 
the Roman villa, and several su^estions have been made 
with regard to it. It has even been proposed to take up 
the principal pavements and remove them to the British 
Museum, or to some other national depository; but we 
' cannot help looking upon such a proceeding as an act of 
vandalism which ought not to be permitted. A great part 

* The Roman roods in Snaux have neier been c&refully examined. 
The nwd from Bramber westward, passing through Stejaing, appears 
to have run within the downs, and Iherelijra in the direction of Bignor; 
jet there are reasons (or belieTing that another road ran Irom Regnum 
to the east, going nearer the coast. 
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of the interest of these remains attaches to them as a 
whole and to the spot on which they stand, and would be 
destroyed by removal. If lie government will not inter- 
fere in a case lake this — which it would do in any other 
country — it ia to be hoped that there is public spirit 
enough to secure the preservation of these interesting 
remains on the site where they stand, in such a manner 
that they may be seen to the most advantage by every one 
that will visit them. Let us have at least one Roman 
vUla — in the condition which time has permitted it to 
remun — kept to satisfy public curiosity, and we could not 
choose a better than one which has preserved such re- 
markable evidence of its former splendour, and at the 
same time presents a variety of characteristics of the 
domestic economy of the Roman occupiers of this island, 
which we should perhaps not find thus combined together 
elsewhere. 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



CHAPTER XV. 



STOHEHENGE. 



Wu£H the great railway lines first began to be laid down 
there was a general complaint among the lovers of pictu- 
resque scenery that travelling in fiiture would be carried 
on within dull cuttings and through dark tunnels, and 
that we should lose for ever the fine views which we 
used to ei^joj from the top of a stage-coach. The com- 
plaint has proved to be in a great measure without founda- 
tion, for many lines might be pointed out which present a 
long succession of views that could hardly be surpaaaed. 
Amoi^ these we may class the South-western line, which, 
generally running on an embankment, in its course through 
the fine agricultural counties of Surrey and Hampshire, 
indulges us with various and extensive prospects with 
scarcely any intermission. The beautifiilly rural scenery 
around Winchester is especially striking. Throi^h this 
scenery we pursue our course to Bishopstoke, the station 
from which a branch line will carry us forward to Salis- 
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buiy. Thia new line presents the same genera! character 
as the one we have left. The rural beauties of the neigh- 
bourhood of Winchester continue, and are strongly marked 
as we approach the picturesque town of Eomsey, with its 
fine old abbey church, which ia seen to advantage from the 
line. Beyond Romsey the coimtry for awhile is somewhat 
less interesting; but it soon changes again, and the scenery 
becomes bolder and more hilly, until at length we descry 
before us the tall, slender spire of Salisbury cathedral. 

Salisbury, situated in a bottom into which several fine 
valleys open, each bringing its tributary waters, is a 
straggling old city, divided and surrounded by streams. 
The principal of these is the Avon, which is joined by the 
united streams of the Nadder and Wily on one side of the 
town, and by the Bourne on the other. As a portion of 
the water from the^e rivers is turned into narrow channels 
which run along almost every street in Salisbury, the 
town has a peculiar appearance of cleanliness, but it pre- 
sents few objects of much interest except its cathedral; 
and, from the circumstance of the late period of its 
settlement, it contains not many of remol« antiquity. 
There are a few rather early bouses, several of which are 
of the fifteenth century, if not older. One of the finest of 
these, as a whole, is the pile of buildjjig formerly known as 
the Geoi^e Inn, Some of the others have interesting 
carved work in the interior, both in wood and stone. One 
of these, a stone-fronted house in New Street, has a atone 
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fire-place ia the upper room, over which is a very curious 
painting in distemper, of the fifteenth century, representing 
the Adoration of the Three Kings. Salisbury Cathedral, 
which was built by Bbhop Poor and his two successors, 
between 1330, when the foundation-stone was laid, and 
1258, when the edifice was dedicated, is a very perfect 
specimen of the later period of the Early-English style. 
It has a peculiarity not usual among buildings of this 
description, that it was begun and completed in the same 
style of architecture, and probably with but little altera- 
tion in the original plan. It is remarkable for the general 
symmetry of its form, and for its noble spire, which served 
(md probably was intended as a landmark to travellers 
over the almost trackless downs. Pepys, travelling over 
Salisbury Plain from Hungerford to Salisbury in the year 
16G8, tells us that in the ]att«r part of the journey he 
went " all over the plain by the sight of the steeple to 
Salisbury." 

No county in England is so remarkable for its numerous 
antiquities of an early date as Wiltshire, and one of the 
most celebrated monuments in this island stands within a 
short distance of Salisbury. Leaving the city by its 
northern suburb, we proceed along the high road to De- 
vizes, which leads ns by a gradual ascent along the edge 
of a hill which overlooks the valley of the Avon, Rich 
cornfields border the road on each side, and as we advance 
we leave to the right beautiful and constantly-changing 
2c 
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viewa of the vaUey below, with the bold fortifications of 
Old Sarum forming a Terj- prominent object in the land- 
scape. If we look back, the spire of Salisbury cathedral 
rises from among the trees in which the city is embosomed. 
At a distance of about three _iniles the hedgerows cease, 
and we soon find ourselyes upon an open and rather ele- 
vated down, covered with fine soft grass, which stretches 
out in the distance before us. To the right we have still 
the fertile valley below, hounded northwardly by the out- 
lines of distant hilis, aud having now behind ua Old Sanun 
and still further south a distant glimpse of new Salisbury. 
We are now on Salisbury Plain, which stretches for miles 
before us in its solitary dreariness, a plain only in name, 
for it is in reality a scries of undulating chalk downs, well 
described by Pepys as a " plsin high and low," We keep 
for the present to the Devizes road, until, at the distance 
of about six miles and a half from Salisbury, we see a 
little off the road to the left a public-house surrounded by 
a few trees. Tliis is the Druid's Head. It is a place of 
small accommodation in proportion to its appearance, and 
the visitor must not reckon on obtaining here more than 
bread and cheese and ale (or, aa they call the stroi^ malt 
liquor in Wiltshire, beer), anything like a good night's 
lodging being out of the question. From the Druid's Head 
the wanderer must strike across the downs in rather a 
north-easterly direction. A large barrow scattered here 
and there within sight of the road will already have at- 
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tracted his attentioa, and now these moniunetits become 
more nmnetous. He maat aim at tbe western extremity 
of a plantation of firs, near whicli tlie barrowa lie very 
thick. Many of these tumuli were opened by Sir Richard 
Colt Hoare, and their contents are described in his work 
on Ancient Wiltshire. Near the end of the fir plantation 
are two singular rings, one on each side of our path, which 
are no doubt the remains of sepulchral monuments of a 
somewhat peculiar form, which by Sir Richard Colt Hoare 
were fancifuDy named Druid's Barrowa. Juat as we turn 
the plantation, Stonehenge, at the distance of somewhat 
more than half a mile, bursts full upon our view. 

On me the effect of Stonehenge, when I firet aaw it, was 
disappointment. This feeling was perhaps mainly pro- 
duced by the vastness of the scene around, which cauaea 
the work of men's hands to dwindle into insignificance 
when placed in contrast with the grander features of Na- 
ture's workmanship. It is only when we have examined 
it more closely, and walked round and through it, that we 
gradually become aware of the real magnitude of this great 
pile of rude stonework. 8t^ehenge stands on a alight 
swell upon elevated ground which stretches out towards 
the west and south, but sinks gently towards the north aud 
east into a combe or valley. It occupies the centre of a 
circular area, suirounded by a slight bank and ditch, about 
three hundred and sixty feet in diameter. The outer 
circle of the building itself was about a hundred feet in 
2c2 
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diameter. This circle consisted ori^nally of thirty up- 
right stones, supporting as many others placed horizontally, 
so as to form a continuous impost. The upright stones 
are about fourteen feet high above ground, and seven feet 
broad by three in thickness. Within this circle was an- 
other, eighty-three feet in diameter, which appears to have 
consisted of aboat the same ntunber of upright stones, bnt 
much smaller, and with no imposts. Within this circle 
were two elliptical arrangements of large and small stones, 
the former arranged in what the French archEBolc^sts term 
triliths, or groups of three stones, two upright ones, mtd 
an impost. These triliths were from sixteen to twenty-one 
feet in height, — the highest being that to the south, the 
next in elevation those adjoining to it, and the lowest those 
towards the north. The other or inner ellipse was formed 
of a series of small upright stones, three of which stood 
before each trilith. These elhpses stand north and south ; 
the triliths, as far as we can judge by what remains, were 
five in number, one, which is the largest, occupying the 
southern end, and two on each side. There are no traces 
of a trilith at the northen^end, bnt there are remaiiis of 
small stones, which are supposed to have stood by what 
has been considered to be the entrance, although the outer 
circle seems to have been perfectly uniform all round, 
without any indications of one place being intended for an 
entrance rather than another. Within the central ellipse, 
in front of the principal trilith, is a large flat stone, which 
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tlioee who coiisider the building to be a t«mple call the 
altar. Of these uumeroua stones, many have been broken 
up and carried away for materials, and others have fallen 
and now lay prostrate on the ground, so that at a first 
glance of the interior the whole presents a very confused 
appearance. As might be expected, the smaller stones 
have suffered most, and of the inner circle a very small 
number remain in their position, while of the outer circle 
seventeen of the thirty large uprights are still standing, 
and some half-dozen of the imposts remain in their place. 
Of the lai^er ellipse, the two eastern triliths are standing, 
and nearly perfect. They are shewn in the annexed cut, 
which represents the interior of Stonehenge in its present 
condition, as seen from the eastern aide of the outer circle. 
One of the uprights of the great southern trilith is also 
standing, and one of those on the western side. The other 
uprights and their imposts are scattered on the ground in a 
confused heap. One of the triliths fell so lately as the year 
1797, and the stones composing it, which are very perfect, 
show us, as they now lie, the exact manner in which it was 
put together. 

Soar stones remaining at irregular distances would lead 
us to suspect that there had been originally a circle of 
small stones just within the bank and ditch surrounding 
the area of which Stonehenge occupies the centre. On the 
east and wef^ sides, also just within the area, there are two 
singular nnmd cavities in the ground, the object of which 
2c3 
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18 by no means apparent. The entrance into this area was 
evidently on the north, where it is approached by a wide 
and slightly-embanked road irom the north-east, which, at 
the distance of a few houdred feet, branched off in two 
ways, running north and east. At the spot where this 
ruad entered the area, a large stone has fallen from its 
upright position, and lies flat in a hole, as though it« fall 
had been occasioned by digging under it, perhaps in search 
of treasure. This stone is in its rough original condition; 
but, singularly enough, at the bottom of it there are evident 
and strong marks of the process of chiseling with the 
apparent object of' cutting off a long projecting point to 
give it a better form for fixing in the ground. This point 
was, however, eventually left as it was, and it is not impro- 
bable that, by giving it less hold in the ground, it was 
partly the cause of its fall. At about a hundred yards 
further along the ancient road we find another stone, 
resembling it in character, but still preserving its upright 
position. The next sketch, which represents the general 
appearance of Stonehenge on its northern or more perfect 
aide, is taken from near this upright stone, which is shown 
in the foreground, with the fallen stone beyond it. A little 
further back is a large barrow, tmd similar barrows cover 
all the elevated spots around. 

Such is Stonehenge in its present appearance, and such 
is all the idea we can form of the appearance it presented 
when in a perfect condition. There is nothing about it to 
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give US the slightest grounds for fixing the period at which 
it was built, or the object which it was intended to Berve, 
or the events it was to commemorate. There is, however, 
one circumstance to be especially observed. The smaller 
stones are tough and unhewn, as in the generahty of what 
are usually called druidical monuments, and which are 
assigned to the British period, but the stones of the outer 
circle and of the triliths have been squared with tools, and 
they have therefore been supposed to belong to a later and 
more civilised period than the others. Moreover, the up- 
right stones have large tenons or projections on the top, 
which fitted into mortices or hollows in the superincumbent 
slabs. These tenons and mortices are seen in the stones 
that have fallen, and a t«aou is shewn on the top of the 
leaning stone (one side of a great trilith) in our sketch of 
the interior. Some, however, adopting the theory of two 
periods of erection, reverse the order, and think that the 
hewn stones belonged to the original building, and that the 
other are later and hasty additions, when the building was 
turned to some other purpose.* Both of these supposi- 



* There IS a difftoence in the atones themeelvee which farm this tao- 
Dument, es well ita in their fornis. Tbe larger ones are blocks of the 
tertiBrj sandstone, known as grej- weathers ; identical slooea atill lis 
diapeised over the chalk downs in their natunl site. The inner circle 
or small stones contains greenstone, which is found nearest in Deioa- 
ibiie, and thue must have been brought from same dislanee. Some 
of the stflnea I believe present other Torieties; and what is called the 
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tions, however, seem to be influenced by a pretended histo- 
rical event, which is probably a mere fable. The various 
theories upon this subject are eo many, and most of them 
so absurd, that they are really not worth enumeratii^. 
Unfortunately history has left us nothing towards clearing 
up the mystery. 

The first direct allusion to StoneLenge is found in a 
Latin list of the " Wonders of Britain " (De MirabUibua 
BritataumJ, published by the historian Henry of Hunting- 
don, in the first half of the twelfth century. He tells us 
that, " At Stanhenges stones of wonderful maginitude are 
raised in the manner of doors, so that they seem like doors 
placed upon doors, nor can any one imagine by what art 
they were raised, or how constructed."* Henry of Hunt- 
ingdon was a great searcher into popular stories and tradi- 
tions, and it seems to me sufficiently evident &om this 
account that there was no existing notion at that time on 
the builders of Swnehenge, or on its object. The whole 
building was then probably in a perfect state, and there is 
one part of this early description which ia sufficiently 
curioufi to deserve our attention. We are told that the 
stones were so placed as to resemble doors placed upon 

altar-atone is fanned of a, very Ane-gTBined calcareous sandataae, cdd- 
UiniDg same minute apuiglea of Bilrer mioa. 

* Apud Stanhenges li^ides mine magnitudiniB in modtun partanuu 
elerati sant, at parts partia EuperpraiUe videantur, neo potest eicogi- 
tare qua aM« elevatl sant, vel qualiter aonitructi. 
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doors. It 18 remarkable that just within the outer circle, 
on the north side, there is on the ground a comparatiTely 
amall atone, which has mnch puzzled antiquaries in their 
conjectures. It is a small impost stone, with its two mor- 
tices, which appears to belong to no arrangement of stones 
that is now visible. Is it possible that there was originally 
a smaller range of uprights and imposts running along the 
summit of the outer circle? This would answer exactly to 
Henry of Huntingdon's description, and wouJd at once ac- 
count for this single puzzling alone. The others, being 
small and easily broken up, may have been all carried 
away, and this smaU upper circle would, from its charac- 
ter and position, be naturally the first to fall. 

The Saxon name St4n-henge has a very simple meaning 
— the hanging stones, and would be just the sort of term 
applied by people to a monument of this construction of the 
history of which they were ignorant. It appears, however, 
not to have been understood by the Norman scribes, who 
held the Saxon language in contempt, and we find it vari- 
ously written in the manuscripts Stanhenge, Staohengee, 
md not uafrequently Stanhengist. I have no doubt that 
this latter form of the word arose from a mistaken deriva- 
tioa from the sound of the word, and that on this mistaken 
derivation alone was built the story published by Geoffrey 
of Monmouth. It was erroneously supposed that the name 
meant the stones of Heugist. The derivation of the names 
of things from those of historical personages was not only 
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common, but was absolutely carried to an sbaurd extent, 
in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. 

Soon after Henry of Huntingdon wrote, Geoffrey of 
Monmouth published the sii^;ular work caUed the " British 
History." It ia not my business here to investigate the 
materials of which this romance was built, in which, for 
the first time, a history of the formation of Stonehenge was 
attempted. Geoffrey pretends that when Hengiat was in- 
vited a second time into Britain, the treacherous Saxon 
demanded a meeting with the British chieftains, and, king 
Vortigem having acceded to his request, a grand feast was 
. held on the first of May at the monastery of Ambrius (i. e. 
Ambresbury), There Hengiet and his followers treacher- 
ously massacred all the British nobles and princes, except 
the king, Vortigern, who was taken prisoner and held as a 
hostage. Subsequently Vortigem obtained his liberty, was 
slain, and succeeded by Aurelius Ambrosias. Under this 
prince, the Saxons were overcome, Hengist taken priaoaer 
and put to death, and peace restored throughout Britain. 
The British chiets slain by Her^at had received Christian 
burial from St. Eldad, " not far from Kaercaradauc, now 
Salisbury (i. e. Old Sarum), in a burial place near the 
monastery of abbot Ambrius." • When Aurelius had tri- 

* Qoonim corpora beatus Eldadua postmodum BepeiiTil, atque Chri»- 
tiaao more humavit, baud longe a Kaercandauc, qua nunc Saleabefia 
dicitnr, in cemetrio qa(Hl eat juxta cueuDbiani Ambrii abbalii, qui olim 
fUndaCor ipsioB extiteret. Oalf^. Mod. Hiat. Rag. Brit. TJ. 16. 
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umphed over the Saxons, he detemiineii to raise over the 
burial-place of these British chiefs some monument which 
should last for ages, and, by the advice of his counsellors, 
be called in the assistance of the soothsayer Merhn. Merlin 
told him that od a mountain is Ireland, called KiUaraus 
(supposed to mean the Curragh of Kildare), there was a 
wonderful stnicture called the Giants' Dance (chorea 
gigantam), consisting of stones of great magnitude, which, 
if brought away and raised round the burial-place of the 
British chieft, would rem^n there for ever. " They are," 
said Merhn, " mystical stones, and of medicinal virtue. 
The giants of old brought them from the furthest coast of 
Africa, and placed them in Ireland, while they inhabited 
that country. Their design in this was to make baths in 
them when they should be taken with any iUness; for 
their method was to wash the stones, and with the wat£r 
bathe their sick, by which they were infallibly cured. 
With the like success they cured wounds also, adding only 
the application of some herbs. There is not a stone there 
which has not some healing virtue," The Britons now 
determined to have the stones ; an expedition was sent out 
under Uther Pendragon; there was hard fighting, but the 
Irish, who attempted to defend the stones, were utterly 
defeated, and, by the agency of Merlin, these were 
transported into Wiltshire, and raised in their original 
arrangement over the graves of the British chiefs. We 
can trace in this story the existence of superstitions con- 
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nected with the stones which had oothing to do with their 
real history. 

Geoffrey of Monmouth has not told us directly that this 
monumental edi£ce was Stouehenge, but the omission has 
been anppUed by his translators and paraphxasers, of 
whom there were many in the same century in which he 
lived. The first of these was Geoffrey's own con- 
temporary, the Anglo-Norman trouvere or poet Gaimar, 
who was particularly well acquainted with Enghsh legends 
and traditions, and from whom we might possibly have 
receiTed new light ; but unfortunately that part of Gaimar's 
metrical history which represented Geoffrey of Monmouth 
is lost. The next translator, another Anglo-Norman poet, 
Wace, who wrote a few years later, has given little more 
than a paraphrase of Geoffrey's test. He relates the same 
account of the massacre of the British chiets, except that 
he says the scene of the festival was on Salisbury Plain, 
near the abbey of Ambresbury, and not at the abbey. 



Wace gives almost a literal translation of Geoffrey's 
account of the expedition to Ireland, and of the bringing 
of the Giants' Dance to England, adding, however, that 
this monument was caUed in English Stonehenge, and 
rightly interpreting the English word as meaning the 
" hanging stones." 
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Bretoa les aoleut en Bretu 
Apeler Euule-as-gtUnai 
Stanhei^ues ant nan an Engloia, 
Pierea pandues en Frencois. 

The first English translator of GJeofirey's history was 
Layamon, an ecclesiastic who resided on the banks of the 
Severn, who appears to have been partly contemporary 
with Wace, and whom we may Buppose to have known of 
any traditions connected with Stonehenge, had they existed. 
Bub Layamon again does Uttle more than paraphrase his 
ori^nal. He tells us, however, that the former name of 
the place on which Stonehenge stands was jElenge, which 
is somewhat curious, as meaning the place of the sick or 
ailing, and may perhaps have reference to a Buperstition 
then existing that the sick were cured by these stones. 
He tells us that the fatal meeting was held 

an ane nslde |>e wxa muri in a. plain that was pleaganl 

oDuaat Ambresburi; beaide Ambreaburj; 

t>e stude n«s Mleage, the place was JElenge, 

nu haUe hit Stan-henge. il is now called SConehei^. 

LayamoD, in his English, calls the so-called Giants' 
Dance the " eotende ring," or Giants' King, and he relates 
in full the rebuilding and consecration of the monument 
on Salisbury Plain, when it was named Stonehenge. 

This became the current history of Stonehenge during 

the middle ages, and was repeated over and over again 

in history and romance. It was immediately adopted 

2d 
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hj the Welsh barda, and eoon found a place in their 
poetry. It has been received even by some modem 
writers, and it is evidently from a lingering belief in this 
story that has partly arisen the theory of the erection of 
Stonehenge at two different periods — an attempt to re- 
concile the supposed extreme antiquity of the original 
momunent with the notion of its having been enlarged and 
applied to a different purpose. A very recent antiquarian 
writer has gone so far as to fix the period of this enlarge- 
ment to within the years a.d. 493 and 495, For my own 
part I will only observe that such a theory appeals to me 
too absurdly inconsistent with all sober ideas of history to 
allow it to be entertained for a momentj and we must look 
to some other kind of researches to throw any degree of 
hght on the mysterious question, who were the builders of 



After the period of the Keformatiou, when a more 
critical spirit of historical inquiry arose, Geoffrey of Mon- 
mouth and the medieval romances soon fell into discredit. 
Stonehenge then seems to have resumed the position it held 
in the time of Henry of Huntingdon — it was a mysterious 
monument, concerning which no one knew who built it or 
how it was built, with the exception of a few very wild 
legends, which had arisen out of the fables of Geoffrey of 
Monmouth. It however excited curiosity, which was not 
diminished by the discovery, as it is reported, in the reign 
of Heniy VIII. of an inscribed tablet of tin within its 
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precincts. This yraa perhaps another fable of Stonehenge; 
hat it appears more certain that within a centurj of this 
pretended discoreiy systematical excavations were at- 
tempted. Aubrey, himself a native of Wiltshire, assures 
OS that in 1620 the celehrated Duke of Buctingham, King 
James's favourite, " did cause the middle of Stonehenge to 
be digged, and this underdigging was the cause of the 
&lling down or recumbencie of the great stone there." 
He probably means the upright of one of the triliths, 
which is still sustained in a leaning position, and appears 
with its tenon on the top in our sketch of the interior. 
Aubrey informs us that in the course of these excavations 
there was found " a great many horns of stags and oxen, 
cliarcoal, batter-dashes, heads of arro\<^, some pieces of 
armour eaten out with rust, and rotten bones." What 
Aubrey meant by the mysterious name of " batter-dashes " 
appears very doubtM, and the other articles as he de- 
scribes them throw very little light on the matter. We 
cannot guess much more from the assertion of Inigo Jones, 
" that the cover of a thuribulum, or incense cup," was in 
his time found within the area of Stonehenge, because if 
we had before us the article to which he applied that term 
it would probably prove to be something very different. 
We could give more weight to the statements of Sir 
Richard Colt Hoare, who describing his own researches, 
and those of his friends, says, " We found, on digging 
several fragments of Roman as well as of coarse British 
2d2 
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potteiy; parts of the head and homa of deer and other 
aoitnals, and a large barbed arrow-head of iron. [This 
bears ont singularly the statement of Aubrey with r^^ard 
to the result of the excavations made by direction of the 
Duke of Buckingham .3 Dr. Stukeley says that he dug 
close to the altar, and at thq depth of one loot came to 
solid chalk. Ur. Cunnington also dug about the same 
place to l^e depth of nearly six feet, and found that chalk 
had been moved to that depth ; and, at the depth of three 
feet, he found some Boman pottery, and at the depth of six 
feet BOme pieces of Sarsen stones, three fragments of coarse 
half-baked potteiy, and some charred wood." " In digging 
into the ditch that surrounds the area, Mr. Cunnington 
found similar remnants of antiquity; and in the waggon- 
tracks, near Stonehenge, you frequentJy meet with chip- 
pinga of the stones of whitih the temple (i. e. Stonehenge) 
was constructed. Soon after the fall of the great trilithon 
in 1797, Mr. Cunnington di^ out some of the earth that 
had fallen into the excavation, and found a fragment of 
line black Roman pottery, and since that another piece in 
the same spot; but I have no idea that this pottery ever 
lay beneath the stones, but probably in the earth adjoining 
the trilithon, and, after the downfall of the latter, it fell 
with the mouldering earth into the excavation." If iJie 
circumstance of these discoveries has any weight, it would 
incline us to ascribe the erection of Stonehenge to the 
earlier part of the Roman settlement, perhaps to that period 
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while the BritiBb princes were allowed a nominal iade* 
pendence. It is worthy of remart, that in the valley 
below Stonehenge, about half a mile to the north-east, is a 
tract of ground about three hundred and thirty feet broad, 
and a mile and a half long, running from east to west, 
bounded on each aide by parallel banks and ditches, with 
a mound stretching across its eastern extremity. This has 
be«n called a curstu, and supposed to have been a course 
for chariot or horse races, formed by the Komans, or by 
some people who imitated their manners. 

At the time of the Duke of Buckingham's excavations, 
circunistances appear to have called more than usual 
attention to Stonehenge. Inigo Jones, the celebrated 
architect, first made it the subject of a book; his notion 
was that it was a Roman temple of the Tuscan order, 
dedicated to Ckelus. Other writers followed, who at' 
tributed it to different peoples, Phcenicians, Britons, 
Saxons, or Danes. One of these writers, in comparatively 
recent times, fancied that it was built before the deluge. 
The sanguine but not always judicious antiquary Stukeley 
pubUshed in 1740 a large dissertation in folio on Stone- 
henge, ftill of vague and rather wild speculations ; -he set 
it down for a temple of the British Druids. Some subse- 
quent writers have gone still more wild on the subject, and 
have broached strange notions of its having been erected 
by the Druids as an astronomical observatory. All this 
only shews ns the danger of speculating too far on such 
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Bubjecta when we have QotUiig but imagination for our 
guide. The two opiniona which really rest ou any thing 
like sober judgment are, that it was a sepulchral monument 
or a temple for worship, and both are in some measure 
supported by precoiiceived biases. The oldest traditions, 
as we have Been, make it a monument for the dead ; but 
this notion arose probably from the numerous tumuli which 
surroimd it, for there can be no doubt that it stands in the 
midst of a vast cemetery. On the other hand, those who 
take it for a temple seem to be led a little by the pre- 
existing notions of a church in the middle of a burial 
ground. I am not aware that we have any reason for be- 
lieving that any of the ancient races in our island were 
accustomed to bury their dead round their t«mples ; or to 
choose for the site of their temples so wild a situation as 
this. There are difficulties in both suppositions, which we 
cannot satisfactorily overcome for want of knowledge, and 
for that reason it must always remain a doubtM question. 
Let us not waste in the pursuit of a shadow that time and 
learning which might be employed on more promisiiig 
labours. Stonehenge presents itself to us now in much the 
same obscurity as it did some two centuries and a half 
ago to worthy Michael Drayton, when he wrote thus of it 
in that strange so-called poem of his, the Polyolbion: — . 



Dull heupe, that thus tfaj hewl aboie the mt dont rmn, 
PreciBel; jet not fcnow'st who flrat didst pUoe thee there; 
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But tnjtor buel; tura'd to Merlia's skill dooit flie. 
And with bis lUAgiqnaa doost th; maken' truth belie; 
CoDBpiretor vith Utue, now growen to meane and poora, 
CompuiDg theea hi« apiriti with thoie that went befiire; 
Yet luthar ut content Ihj builders' pnuie Co lose, 
Than pused grealnes ahaulil thy prceent vanti diBctoae. 
Ill did thoee mightie men to trn»t the« with their atorie, 
That hut (argot their names who nnr'd thee for thdr glorie ; 
For all Uieir voudroua cost, thou that hast sen'd them so, 
What 'Us to trust to tombes bj Ihee we easil; know. 

We must indeed, we fear, leave this monument involved 
in the mystery which perhaps constitutes, in the eyes of 
most visitors, its peculiar charm. An hour or two may be 
pleasantly spent in contemplating the grey mouldering 
relics of the labours of people whose history is lost in the 
obscurity of i^es. The fine bracing air of these downs on 
a day of summer or autumn produces an exhiiiratiiig effect 
on the spirits which none can understand who have not 
experienced it ; and, independently of the interest of the 
scene, this will fully repay the drive, or ride, or even walk, 
from Salisbury, from whence it is distant somewhat less 
than eight miles. When the wanderer leaves the wild 
downs, he will be pleased to contemplate once more the 
picturesque valley of the Avon, the deserted fortifications 
of Old Sarum, and to reach again his temporary home 
in its modem representative. 
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There are other objects of interest in 
of Sabsbuiy sufficient to retain the visitor a few days. 
Among these we muat place first the site of the old city of 
Samm, which will already have attracted his attention, and 
stimnlated his curiosity, aa it presented itself before him 
on his way to Stonehenge. Our way thither lies north- 
ward from the modem city, on leaving which we may 
either take the high road, or a walk through the fields 
which turns off to the left, and leads us aloi^ the bottom 
of the valley, with one of the branches of the river, which 
here separates and incloses some meadows that form an 
island, parduing its winding course in the fields further to 
the left. After awhile we turn our back upoaithe river, and 
crossii^ the road begin to ascend the bill, with the entrench- 
ments of Old Sarum before us, rising up in auch bold outline 
above every object around that the stranger will have no 
difficulty in finding his way to the object of his pilgrimage. 
The path we are now following becomes gradually steeper. 
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until we reach the outer entrenchments, at a point oa the 

southern side, about half wa7 between the two entrances. 
The appearance of theae entrenchutents, where we first 
come upoa them, is represented in the accompanying 
sketch. 

The outer entrenchments of Old Sarum cut in the chalk 
hill, ore of vast dimensions, inclosing on area of fourteen 
hundred yards in circumference, They form a circle 
slightly elongated from east to west. The vallum, which 
is on the left-hand aide of our sketch, rises to the formid- 
able height of a hundred and six feet, and originally pre- 
sented a smooth face of chalk, so steep that its ascent must 
have been nearly impossible. The raised bank, on the 
outside of the foss, is also of considerable elevation, and 
altogether these defences must have presented a very 
formidable obstacle to any assailants. They are very well 
preserved through the whole circuit. If we follow their 
course till we reach the western extremity of the area, we 
find there an entrance by a mound forming a bridge across 
the foss, ascending to the interior by a cut through the 
vallum, and approached outside by two paths running 
north and south under the entrenchments. This was the 
postern or secondary entrance to the town, and appears to 
have formed a sort of covered way, protected in medieval 
times by a tower or turret. From hence, pursuii^ our 
course along the northern aide of the entrenchments, we 
come to the eastern or principal entrance, a view of 
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which as it appears to tis Irom the approach od this side is 
given in our cut from a sketch by Mr. Fmiholt. The 
massive character of the earthworks at this poiat is ex- 
tremely striking, and the view is one of considerable 
beauty. In the foregroiind the bold outlines of the ancient 
fortifications, with a group of trees near at hand on the 
right, which serve as a screen to the little Old Castle Inn, 
celebrated in late municipal history as the residence of the 
single voter for the truly rotten borough of Old Sarum, and 
behind it the only hill of any elevation in the immediate 
vicinity ; beneath us the valley of the Avon, and before us, 
at a distance of about a mile, the city of Salisbury, sur- 
rounded by an amphitheatre of distant hills. The grand 
entrance to Old Sarum is an opening of tolerable breadth, 
cut through the entrenchments, crossing the foss by a low 
bank, and rising very gradually into the interior. Outside 
the foss it separates into two roads, running, as on the 
eastern side, north and south, but much more boldly 
formed. At the ai^le where the two roads separate, is a 
strong outwork, iuunediately facing the i 
surrounded outwardly by a deep ditch. 
On proceeding dirough the grand e 
troduced to an area of not far short of thirty acres, around 
which the great earthen vallum rises to a comparatively 
slight elevation. The centre of this area is occupied by 
another equally extraordinary fortification, which formed 
the citadel of the ancient town. It is surrounded by a foss 
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and earthen vallum exactly resembling in construction 
those of the avter circuit, but only a little above three 
hundred yards in circumfereace. Tlie rallum is a hundred 
feet high, and on the top may be traced all round the 
fragments of a very strong wall, which once surmomitcd it, 
and formed the outer wall of the medieval castle. Within 
this elevated area, strongly marked inequalities in the 
ground probably cover the foundations of the ancient 
buildings of the castle, and the site of the well, which must 
have been of great depth, is distinctly visible. The en- 
trance to the castle is exactly opposite the eastern entrance 
to the town, and is marked by the massive remains of the 
masonry of the gateway at the summit of the vallum ; it 
appears to have been approached by a flight of steps, and 
by a mound across the foss at the bottom. The area of 
the castle stands at a very great elevation above the valley, 
and commands a most extensive view in every direction. 
The sides and top of the vaHum of the citadel are now 
overgrown with trees and brushwood. The outer area of 
Old Sarum, in which was situated the early town, has 
been long under cultivation, and when I visited it with 
some friends in the summer of the present year (1853), a 
great part of it was covered with com. It presents, how- 
ever, everywhere much unevenness of surface, which, com- 
bined with the inequality of the growth of the com in 
difierent parts, lead us at once to conclude that ex- 
cavations at no great depth would bring to Ught traces of 
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the ancient buildinga, and be rewarded by many mtereeting 



Although the earlier history of this extraordinary place 
is very obscurt, yet we are enabled to trace its general out- 
line by a certain niunber of allusions in the ancient chro- 
niclers. Coius have been found in sufficient quantities to 
assure us that it was occupied by the Romaus, and that it 
waa a station of great importance is proved clearly by tie 
number of Eoman roads which are traced from it as a 
centre branching off in different directions. Three roads 
from the great eastern entrance ran, one to Silchester 
(CallevaJ on the way to London; a second direct to Win- 
chester ( Venta BelgarumJ and so on to the south-eastern 
coast; and a third to Dorchester (^Ihimovaria). Another 
road is traced in a westerly direction towards the Severn ; 
and a fifth is believed to have been traced in the direction 
of the Hampshire coast. These circumstances, combined 
with the position of Old Sarum when compared with the 
Roman Itineraries, leave no room for doabt that these 
extraordinary entrenchments belonged to the town of 
Sorhiodwwim. It has been assumed that the character of 
the earthworks, and its peculiar position, prove it to have 
been an ancient city of the Britons before it was occupied 
by the Romans ; but this is nothing more than an assump- 
tion, and the fact that it seems to have been totally 
unknown to Ptolemy, seems to me to militate against it. 
The old notion that Roman towns and stations were all 
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built in accordance with one form and design has now 
been exploded ; and we can easily imagine the Roman 
conquerors &dng upon a site so well calcnlated for & town 
which should protect the rich districts to the noriJi-easit 
and south-east from the remains of hostile tribes, who 
woold still find a shelter in the wild country to the west, 
and making it doubly strong by artificial entrenchments of 
the massive character of those which now exist at Old 
Sarum. The general form of Old Sarum, with its citadel 
in the middle, and its entrenchinentfi aroimd, reminded me 
in some degree, though on a much larger scale, of that of 
Bramber in Sussex, which is supposed to be the Roman 
Partus Advmi. Sorbiodunum is first ■ named in the Itine- 
rary of Antoninus, and is not mentioned, I think, in any 
other Roman writer. Richard of Cirencester places it 
among the ten cities in Britain under the Latian law, 
which imphes the possession of very extensive municipal 
privileges ; and, whatever doubts may be entertained with 
regard to Richard's book as it is now known, I am inclined 
to believe that these lists are corrects It was certainly a 
place of importance at the period of the occupation of this 
part of the island by the Saxons, who retted its Roman 
name under the corrupted form of Searo-byrig, which 
literaUy means Sorhwdunum-burgh. We learn from the 
Anglo-Saxon chronicle that in the year 552 Cynric, who 
had landed with his fiither on the British shore about sixty 
yean before, " fought against the Britons at the - place 
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which is called Searo-byrig, and lie put the Britons to 

flight." Until this time Sorbiodunum had evidently re- 
taiued its independence; but immediately after the event 
just mentioned, it no doubt capitulated with the invaders. 

We have now to deal with Searo-byrig as an Anglo- 
Saxon tonn, and in the change it seems to have lost none 
of its importance. It was no doubt to protect it that ting 
Alfred, wi^n a month after his accession to the throne, 
hazarded a battle with very inferior numbers against the 
Danish invaders at Wilton, where, after a long stn^le, 
the'Saxons were defeated; and he soon afterwards showed 
his anxiety for the preservation of this place by ordering 
its fortifications to be repaired and strengthened with paUi- 
Bades. It appears to have remained a place of eecuri^ 
during this and the following century, and its importance 
ia proved by the circumstance that in the year 960 king 
Edgar held here a national council or parliament (the 
witena-gemot) to consult on the means of preventing the 
attacks of tlie Danes. During the later ravages of these 
invaders, in the yeai* 1003, it appears to have fallen into 
the hands of Swega, after he had plundered and burnt the 
neighbouring town of Wilton, though it is not stated what 
degree of injifiy it suffered at that time. It ia probable, 
however, that the injury was not great, as it was again a 
flourishing place in the reign of Edward the Confessor, 
while Wilton, though a bishop's see, liad sunk into com- 
parative insignificance. 
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Thas we can tnwe ' the continued exietence of this 
ancient town, under the names of Sorbiodnnum and Searo- 
byrig, diiring the Soman and Saxon periods. The old 
form of the name appears to have been entirely forgotten, 
for its Saxon name vas now Latinised into Sarum, while 
the Normans corrupted the Saxon name into SaresbircB or 
Sarisbirie and ( r and I being interchangeable letters) 
Salisbirie, irom which the modem name is taken. Down 
to this time it is probable that the whole town was con- 
tained within the entrenchments. Among its ecclesiastical 
edifices was a nunnery dedicated to 9t. Mary, to which 
Edith, the queen of Edward the Confessor, gave lands at 
Shorstan; and in this reign at least the town possessed a 
mint, as a coin of Edward has been foond with an in- 
scription stating it to have been struck by " Godred at 
Sarum," 

The lordship of Sarum was given by William the Con- 
queror to his nephew Osmund lord of Seez, and a strong 
garrison was placed in the castle. The town continued to 
be a place of so much importance^ that in 1076 the 
bishopric of Wilton was removed to it. Ten years after- 
wards WUliam the Conqueror held a parliament here, with 
the Anglo-Saxon formahties \ a similar parliament was 
held here in 1096 by bis successor; and Hemy L held his 
court at Old Sarum in 1100, immediately 'after his acces- 
sion to the throne. 

After it became an episcopal see, Sarum (the name by 
2£2 
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which it was best known) waa destined to bold a prominent 
place in onr eocleaiastical annals. Osmund, the second 
bishop, commenced what was then considered a noble 
cathedral, which was finislied about the begiuuing of the 
year 1091; and more than this, he drew ap a new ritual 
for the use of cathedrals and larger ecclesiasticai establish- 
ments, which became the grand model of the greater part 
of the English church, and was celebrated down to the time 
of the Reformation as the liturgy ad tisian Sctrum. The 
original Uturgy of Bishop Osmund is still preserved in the 
cathedral of Salisbory. Henry I. gave the see of Sanun 
to his chanceUor Roger, who was a great benefactor to the 
ca^edral, and not only embellished the cathedr^ itself, but 
repaired and improved the fortifications of the town and 
castle. In 1116 a parliament was held here for the pur- 
pose of fixing the succession to the crown of England. 
Under Stephen, the castle of Sarum was occupied by the 
party opposed to the crown, and became so obnoziooB to 
that monarch that he gave orders for the destruction of the 
monastery and church adjoining the castle, a circunLSlance 
which enlightens us iiirther on the ecclesiastical structures 
in the town; and he intended to dismantle the castle also. 
It is not necessaiy to notice the difierent allusions to this 
place which shew its importance down to the end of the 
twelfth century: About that time the desire was becoming 
stronger and stronger on the part of the clergy to remove 
their church into the plain. There were Tarious reasons 
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for this feeling, In this elevated position there was a want 
of water, and Tarioue other incommodities, which were felt 
the more severely from the view of the plentifiJly irrigated 
valley below. These were borne aa long as they were 
compensated by the sense of security which the place 
afforded, but now this was of less importance. Moreover, 
in this elevated spot the church was exposed to wind and 
storm to such a degree that within a few days of the com- 
pletion of Bbhop Osmund's cathedral, its tower and roof 
were partially destroyed by lightning. Another grievance 
was added to these by the increasing disagreements between 
the clei^ and the garrison of the citadel. Old John 
Aubrey, in Hs Natural History of Wiltshire, edited by Mr. 
Britten, gives a curious traditional account of the inconve- 
niences to which the clergy of Sarom were sometimes 
exposed. " The following accotmt," he says, " I had from 
the right reverend, learned, and industrious Seth Ward, 
Lord Bishop of Sarum, who had taken the pains to peruse 
all the old records of the church that had been clung 
tt^ether and untouched for perhaps two hundred years. 
Within this castle of Old Sarum, on the east side, stood the 
cathedral church; the tuft and site ia yet discernible; 
which being seated so high was so obnoxious to the 
weather, that when the wind did blow they could not hear 
the priest say mass. But this was not the only inconveni- 
ence. The soldiers of the castle and the priests could 
never agree; and one day, when they were gone witliout 
2eS 
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the castle in procession, the soldiers kept them ont all 
night, or longer ; whereupon the bishop, being much trou- 
bled, cheered them up as weU as he could, and told them 
be would study to accommodate them better. In order 
thereunto he rode several times to the lady abbess at 
Wilton, to hare bought or exchanged a piece of ground of 
her ladyship to build a church and houses for the priests. 
A poor woman at Quidhampton, that was spinning in the 
street, said to one of her neighbours, ' I marvel what die 
matter is that the bishop makes so many visits to my lady ; 
I trow he intends to marry her.' Well, the bishop and her 
ladyship did not conclude about the land, and the bishop 
dreamt that the Virgin Mary came to him, and broi^ht 
him to or told him of Merrifield; she would have him 
build his church there, and dedicate it to her. Merrifield 
was a great field or meadow where the city of New Sarum 
stands, and did belong to the bishop, as now the whole dty 
belongs to him." 

It was Richard Poor, bishop of Sarum from 1217 to 
1229, who carried this great design into execution. Hav- 
ing obtained the authority of the king and the pope for his 
undertaking, he laid the foundations of the cathedral of 
modem Salisbury in the year 1220, and the building pro- 
ceeded with so much rapidity, that in 1225 it was fit for the 
celebration of divine service. Hither the episcopal see was 
now removed, although a body of clergy was still left to 
officiate in the old cathedral upon the hill, and for a while 
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the ancient city of Sanim continued to be an important 
borough town, and there was no little rivaliy between the 
old city and the new one. However, the departure of the 
bishop and hia clei^ had caused a great revolution in the 
old town. They aad their dependants, with the people 
connected with the garrison, appear to have formed the 
main body of the inhabitants within the entrenchments. 
As was usually the case under such circmnstancea, a new 
town had been gradually forming, which originated proba- 
bly in a few houses built beside the old Roman road lead- 
ing down from the fortress. This gradually formed itself 
into an extensive suburb, spreading over the bank which 
slopes down from the eastern entrance towards Salisbury, 
and it was surrounded with a waU, and formed chiefly 
the medieval municipal borough. There was still more 
than one church within the old town, and apparently some 
other ecclesiastical establishments. It is probable that tlie 
old catliedral of Osmund gradually fell into neglect, and 
when, in 1331, materials were wanting for the new edifice 
in the plain, letters patent were obtained from Edward III. 
giving to the bishop and chapter all the walls of the former 
cathedral of Old Sarum, and of the houses which had be- 
longed to the bishop and canons within the castle of 
Sarum, for the improvement of the church of New Sarum, 
and of the close thereto belonging. The church and other 
buildings were accordingly demolished, and appear to have 
been employed in completing Salisbniy spire, and in bnild- 
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ing the wall of ths close, wbicli is filled with stones exhi- 
biting sculpture of the Norman period. From this time 
the destruction of the city of Old Salisbury appears to 
have gone on veiy rapidly. Leland, who visited it in the 
reign of Henry YIU., gives, in his quaint language, the 
following account of its appearance at that time : — " Os- 
mund Erie of Dorchestre, and after Bisshop of Saresbyri, 
erectid his cathedrale chirch ther in the west part of the 
town, and also his palace, wherof now no token is, but only 
a ohapeUe of our lady yet standing and maintejnid. Ther 
was a paroch of the Holy Eode, beside, in Old Saresbyri; 
and an other over the est gate, wherof yet sum tokens re- 
mayne. I do not perceyve that ther were any mo gates in 
Old Saresbyri then two, one by eat and an other by west. 
Withoute eche of these gates was a fair suburbe. And yn 
the est suburbe was a paroch chirch of S. John, and ther 
yet is a ehapelle standinge .... There hath beene 
houses in tyme of mynd inhabitid in the est suburbe of 
Old Saresbyri " — that is, in the borough — " but now ther 
is not one house, nether within Old Saresbyri or without, 
inhabited. Ther was a right fair and strong castelle within 
Old Saresbyri, longing to the erles of Saresbyri, espe- 
cially the Longespees ; I reede that one Grualtema was the 
first erle after the conquest of it. Much notable ruinus 
building of this castelle yet ther remaynith. The diche 
that environid the old town was a very deepe and strong 
thynge." 
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One would imagine that Lelsnd was speakiog of a town 
which had ceased to exist a thousand years ago, rather than 
of what had been within two centuries a fltnimhing city. 
It appears that the walla of the town and caatle still re- 
mained, for we learn from a nearly contemporary record 
that the walls about Old Sarum were demohshed in 1608, 
and in the churchwardens' books money is accounted for 
as having been paid for a load of stones from the castle in 
1624. Pepys, describing his journey from Hungerford to 
Salisbury, over the plain, in the JFuneof 1668, says he came 
" to Salisbury by night ; but before I came to the town I 
saw a great fortification, and there light, and to it and in 
it, and find it prodigious, so as to fright me to be in it all 
aJone at that time of night, It being dark. I understand 
since it to be that that is caUed Old Samm." It would not 
be easy to give a simpler and more expressive picture of 



I have traced the medieval history of this ancient city 
with the more care, because it fUmishes an interesting 
lesson to the antiquaiy. We are accustomed to wonder at 
the disappearance of Roman towns, where no adequate 
cause seems to present itfelf, and at the accumulation of 
earth which has buried them ; but here is a town which 
was standing at a recent period, with a cathedral and 
paiace, and churches and other buildings, and strongly 
walled, and yet its site at the present time is as bare of any 
remains of its former stateliness as almost any Eoman site 
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in the bliuid.* The acoompanyii^ bird's-eye view, made 
from a model by the late Mr. Hatcher, and kindly lent me 
by Mr. John Britton, the diatinguislied and venerable an- 
tiquary of Wiltshire, givea a very good general idea of the 
present state of Old Sarum, with the exception of some 
trees and bushes which are omitted. It is supposed to be 
viewed from the northern side, and we see the course of the 
Avon and Old Salisbury in the distance. The cross within 
the area marks the sit« of Bishop Osmund's cathedral, the 
cathedral close having occupied the space between the 
dotted lines running from the western entrance of the town 
and the first embankment. The hall or palace of the 
bishop, with its grounds, is supposed to have stood between 
the two banks here seen in the interior, on its northern 
ade. Opposite this second bank was accidentally disco- 
vered, in 1795, a subterranean pass^e, which seems to 
have formed a secret communication between the interior 
and the foss.f There is another large bank on the other 

* The matemls tot thie gccoant viU b« (ooad in tbe elabonte 
hialor; of SaliBbary, tbrming the last Tolnme of Sir Richard Colt 
Hostb'b "ModBm Wiltshire," whioh was oompiled by the l»te Mr. 
Hatcher, so well known as the English editor o( Bichard of Qtea- 

f The onl; aocouot that hie been preserred □( this discorei; is 
giren in the Salisbury Journal for February, 1795, sa follom: — 
"FebniBiy IB. A snbterraneous psassge has lately been disoovMed 
within tbe limits of tbe ancient city of Old Sarum. The severe frosts 
and sudden inundations wbicb ensaed, by preaaiug more atrnngly than 
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side of the area, a little nay to the westward of which 
ataods the only fragment of the town wall of any conse- 
quence now remaining. It seems to have run round the 
town, just within the earthern vallum, and was faced with 
large squared stones, with square openings through it at 
intervals. In one or two places on the line of this waU we 
trace the foundations of towers. 

The finding of the passages just aUuded to, and many 
other indications which are visible on the site, lead us 

usual on tixe slight Burbce that covered Ihe moutb of the entrance, 
have opeoed a passage under the ramparU, on the Dorth-eost qnarlflr, 
near the gupposed site of one of the aacient lowers. Bj a doorway, of 
near four feet in width, a part of (he square ^aae oolumos of whioh 
remain in a perfect slate, a spacious coiered wa; is entered of ahimt 
seven feet in breadth and from eight to tea or more in height, with a 
circular Saxon roof, evidentlj arehed. It has been fonnd to descend 
in an angle, nearly parallel to the glacis of the surrounding ditch, to 
the distance of 114 feet ; but the loose chalk horn above, which has 
rolled down and choked up the bottom, at present prevents any further 
piogrese. We think, however, that it cannot extend much hither, and 
that it must have been intended ae a passage to the foss and outworks, 
aBbrding not only an easy and convenient commuaieation with the 
country, but an effectual retreat into the city, from the pursuit of a su- 
perior enemy, afler obtainiag possession of these outnorks. On mea- 
■uring the same distance of 114 feet fiom the foss, directly up Ihe 
glacis, it is found to have a striking correspondence, which affords 
strong grounds for conjecture that it termiaated there by a passage 
outwards." From this descriptiOD it b quite impossible to decide to 
what period, from the time of the Romans to that of the Normans, this 
pusage belonged — it may have been Roman, Saxon, or Norman work ; 
and it ia now filled up by the unking of the earth. 
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naturaUj to believe that veiy interesting discoTeties may 
yet be made by veil-directed excavations. In the autumn 
of 1834, in consequence of a long drought, the outline of 
the foundation of tLe aucieut cathedral became distinctly 
visible, and it was found to have been in the shape of a 
plain cross, about 270 feet in length from the western en- 
trance to the end of the choir, and 70 feet in width. The 
traneept was estimated at 150 feet in lei^h, and of the 
same width as the choir. The lines of the plinths indi- 
cated a breadth of about 30 feet in the nave, and 20 in 
the aisles ; and the dimensions of the transept, as weU as 
the traces of the plinths, which became partially visible, 
' indicated that it consisted of a body and two aisles, of the 
same width as the nave. These details are given by Mr. 
Hatcher, who has left us the following account of the ex- 
cavations subsequently made on the spot, 

" In the month of October, 1835, a plan was formed for 
opening the foundations, and the acquiescence of the pro- 
prietor and occupier of the land being obt^aed, by the 
influence of Dr. Fowler, at whose expense the excavatdous 
were made, Mr. Fisher (the clerk of the works to Salisbury 
cathedral) kindly undertook to superintend the work. 
The angles of the west front, the transept, and one side at 
tlie east end, were soon laid open, as well as what appeared 
to have been part of the plinths, or foundations of the line 
of pillars, which divided the body of the church from the 
aisles. It was ascertained that tlie foundation was laid on 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



U.g.t.r6=.i.C00glc 



.yCOOgIC 



MR. hatcher's excavations. 325 

the solid chatk, aX the depth of nearly eight feet ii-om the 
present surface. The fronting was surprisingly firm and 
compact, as it was more easy to break, than to eeparate, 
the fragments of stone embedded in the mortar. The 
facings had been everywhere carefiJly removed. The soil 
was chiefly factitious to the depth of the foundation, and 
consisted of small pieces of stone and mortar. The walls, 
without the facings, were ais feet in thickness above the 
set-off of the foundation. At the distance of 30 feet from 
the northern angle of the choir, and near the supposed site 
of the high altar, an interment was discovered. At the 
depth of four feet a skeleton was found, with the head 
close to the foundation, and the feet turned towards the 
west. Pursuing the opening a little fiirther, a second 
skeleton, was uncovered, with the feet towards the east, 
and a little above those of the former. The skull was in 
fine preservation, and apparently that of a young person ; 
and, according to the rule laid down by the Roman ritual, 
which directs that ecclesiastics shaU be buried with the 
head towards the high altar, one of these must have been 
a priest. At the same time, and near the same spot, on 
the outside of the wall, close to the foundation, the labourers 
discovered an ancient key. It was less injured by rust 
than might have been imagined. Its length waa seven 
and a-half inches, the breadth of the wards two and a- 
half inches, and their depth two inches. It was nearly 
a pound in weight. It must have been intended for a 
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door of considerable thickness, the pipe beii^ perforated 
to the length of almost five inches. A smaller key, ap- 
parently belonging to a cheat, was afterwards found near 
the same spot. In the rubbish were seen fragments of 
stained glass, and even of the window-leads, as well as of 
charcoal, or burnt wood." 

On the south side of the choir the excavators subse- 
quently discovered an empty grave, which, from several 
circumstances connected with it, was believed to have 
been the first depository of the body of the founder of the 
church, Bishop Osmund, which was removed in 1226 to 
the cathedral of New Salisbury. From the further exami- 
nation of the foundations, compared with the cathedral at 
Winchester, Mr. Hatcher was enabled to form a very satis- 
factory notion of Bishop Osmund's church, but for these 
details I will refer my readers to his own book. 

Of the Roman roads which I have mentioned as branch- 
ing off from Old Sarum, two crossed the Avon, one im- 
mediately to the south of the city, and the other a little to 
the west. The houses which were built at the place of 
transit formed gradually a village, named from this cir- 
cumstance Stratford, 1. 1. the ford of the street or road, 1 
need hardly say that the term itrut (ftum the Latin sirohtm) 
was almost invariably given by the Saxons to the Roman 
roads. A pleasant country lane leads us from the old 
public house at Old Sarum to the road which goes through 
the village, and if we pursue this road towards the west, 
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that ia JTom Salisbury, till we pass the last cottages of the 
village of Stratford, we arrive at a hill called Little Durn- 
ford-hill, from the top of which we have a noble view of 
Old Saniin, with Salisbury in the distance, and the church 
and village of Stratford below. The brow of the hill on 
which we are standing is covered with ancient barrows, 
some of which are shown in the foreground of our aketch. 
A few of these were opened by Mr. Duke in 1811, and 
appear not to have been veiy rich in ancient remains. 
Most of the mounds seem to have beCB empty ; but as I 
find it recorded that in 1732 one of them was accidentally 
opened, and a skeleton with a spear-head found, I am in- 
clined to suppose that they may be Saxon; perhaps the 
graves of some of the early inhabitants of Searo-byrig. In 
this case Mr. Duke lost hia labour by not digging into the 
ground under the mound, instead of expecting to find the 
sepulchral deposit in the mound itself. 

Let us now retrace our steps towards Salisbury. Just 
before we enter Stratford, a Jittle bridge crosses and par- 
tiaDy dams up the river to the right, in a very picturesque 
spot. The scenery here, indeed, assumes a truly rural 
character, and the visitor who loves a real country walk, 
instead of returning to the road, may make his way back 
through the meadows which border the river all the way 
to Salisbury. Some of them, especially close to the bank 
of the river, are rich in wild-flowers, and perfumed with 
immense masses of meadow-sweet, the sipircea itlm/ma of 
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UmuBua, a flower which was Dot inaptlj called by our 
fore&tben the queen of the meadows. But whichever 
path the Tifdtor chooses, whether the road through the 
TiUagea, or that through the meadows, his attention wiU 
be continuallj attracted la the bold and lofty outlines of 
Old Sarum, which overlooks every other object. 
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^'a«na(A1oheBter),21 
Alb&n, at. l«gend of, 49 
Albaoi, St. tQWn of, 43 
Alohester, Worceatarehire, 21 
Aldborough, Yorkshire, 232— 2S8 
Altar, Roman, used u a holj-water 

stoup, 17 
Andtnda (Pflvenaej), 137—157 
AndTedeB-ceuter, 137 
Anamima (Wegtoa-under-Penjard), 

16,24 
Arthur's Hall, King, 13 
Arundel, 274 
AvlsTord, in Sunex, curious Roman 

sepulcbTal renvuna found at, 273 
Ajleatord, Kent, 174, 179 

Baniet, HerU. 42 

Barrowi, in Sussex, opened bj Dr. 

MsDtell, 145; at Snodland, Kent, 

opening of a harrow at, 183—188 
Bignor, Soasei, Romaa villa at, 277 

—286 
Bleslium (Monmouth), 5 
Boroughbridge, Yorkshire, 231, 232, 

256. 268 
Biuuber CaMle, Sumei, 28 
Brandon Camp, 193 
Braviaium (Brandon Camp), 196 
Bridstow, Herefbrdihire, 2 
Buckstone, the, 7 



Btu;, meaning of the word, 206, 207 

—210 
Bui7 Ditches, Shropshire, 201 

Caer, or Qaer, meaning of the word. 



Csaar'sCamp, 112 

Calcaria (Tadoasler), 216 
Camps, ancient, IM— 210 



Caster, 



1,207 



mmg o 



Calatocto (Catteric), 257 

Cajnbam Camp, 193 

Cemetei7. early Saion, at Osengall, 

74, 78-83 
Clatriarii Britannici, 111, 131 
CleeHillB,191, 194 
C^nn, Shropehire, 202 
Coffins, Roman, of claj, 248 
Cold Harbour, 276 
Court-at-Street, Kent, 136 
Coiwall Knoll, 108 
Cromlechs, in the neighbourhood of 

Maidstone, 172—183 

David's Graie. legend at, 29 

Deal, in Kent. 104 

Dean, Forest of, Roman iron-works 

in, 9—20 
Deril's Arrows, near Boroughbridge, 

268 
Dover, 109 
Druidical Monument. 203 
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DuroitTimm (Csaterbury), 72 
Dunbriea (C^tor), 166 
ihiroJnW (Booheater), 162 

KiaraniBi <York), 211 
Edwin, KiDg, the stoi? of his center- 
(ion to Chmtiani^, 219—226 



GaerDitch«,ig9 
OariannonJim (Burgh CaWIe) 148 
Gilloa, old inoMed botjee at, 29 
Olerum (Gloacealer), 2T 
Goodmuihani, YorkBhire. 219,226— 
229 



ifoffiKi (Kenchester), 34— il 
Msid of Kent, her visions, 135 
Maidstone, vallej of, 172—189 
Malton, Old, Yorkshirs, 21S 
Medwaj, potteries on its banks, 162; 

its courae above Rochester, 172 
Middlflton, Shropshire, rood-loft at, 

191 
Milliaris, Boman, 257 
Monmoutb, 5 
ai«t«a»toni, (Lewes?) 1S3 

Offa'i Dyke, 203 

Osengall, near Ramsgate. the site of a 

Ojaters, the Romana derived them 
from Rlcbborough, 97 

Pavetnents,te«ellated, 234— 211,279 



Hereford, 32 
Hoborougb, b 
Hjthe, Kent, 



18 



ing, terminaUon of names of places, 

ila meaning, 272 
Inscription, Greek, 241 
Inscriptions, Roman. 17, 40, 132, 

249, 257 
Iron-works, Roman, in the Forest of 

Dean, 9—20; in Susses, 169—161 
Jtarinm <Aldborough), 231—258 



Kits Cotj House, 172—175 

Lemanit Poriui (Ljmne), 123 — 134 

Lewra. Sussex, 142 

Ijondeaborongh, Yorkshire, 217 — 

219, 229 
Lone Tree, near Dover, legend of the, 

108 
ZoH-, meaning of the word, 30 



176— 

178 
P<rrtia Adumi (Bramber) 262—265, 

313 
Portvi Itmanii (Ljmne), 123—134 
Potleis' marks, Raman. 263 
Potter;, Roman, found on the banks 

oftheMedwa;, 162 

Regnam (Chichester), 263. 276, 284 
Regslbinvi (Eeculver), 70 
Richborough, near Sandwich, 76 
Road. Roman, 11 
Roeking-Btones, 7, 8 
Ross, town of, in Herefordshire, de- 
scribed, 1 
iiirfapte (Richborough), 70,87—99 

Salisbury, 233, 315, 318 
Salisbuiy PUin. 290 
Sallwood Castle, Kent, 121 
Sandwich, town of, 86 
Sarum, Old, 307-328 
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Btiodof 


267—271 




Saxons, their unival in Engla 




ScDvIca, the nune given to the 


Roman 


iron minee in the Poreat of Dean. 9 






Searo-bjrig {Old Sarum), 31 


,314 









Tretire, Heretordshire, 16 
Tiilith, a term uied by Che French 
ArcbRologists, 292 

Veralami^iw (St. Alban-e), *2— 88 

266 Villa, Baman, near Maidstone, 178; 

Snodland, Kent, barrow there, l&Z— at SDodland, Kent, 189; at Bignor, 

188 377—286 
Sompting Oiuroh, 267—271 

SorbiodnTtam (Old Sarum), 312, 313 Watling Street, the Roman road, fi4, 

Stamford Bridge, Yorkshire, battle 99 

there, 216 Weald district of Sussex, its character, 

Stane, or Slone, Street, Roman road 157 

in Sumex, 266, 276 Weighton, Market, 230 

Stejning Church, 266 Weston-under-Penjard, Hereford- 

Stonehenge, 291—307 shire, 23, 24 

Street, the name usaall; given to Wilton Bridge and Castle, HereTord- 

Roman roads in England, 326 shire, 2 

York, its antiquities, 211— 21S 
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